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Civil rights for African-Americans were pursued by Martin Luther King Jr. and Stokely Carmichael and while their goals were similar their approaches to the problem were very different. Being a Christian Martin Luther King Jr. utilized the teachings of the bible and believed in the power of God in using a nonviolent approach. Stokely Carmichael stressed the power of the African-American people to secure their own rights. 


King was the voice of the African-Americans who wanted to work with the white liberals and get their support, he believed that by working together they could see human progress. "It comes through the tireless efforts and persistent work of men willing to be CO-workers with God." (King,415) Charmichael wanted the blacks to have their own voice, one that didnít just have to please the whites, his slogan was black power. "For once, black people are going to use the words they want to use, not just the words whites want to hear, and they will do this no matter how often the press tires to stop the use of the slogan by equating it with racism or separatism." (Charmicheal, 428) 


King was nonviolent and believed that there was a more excellent way of love and nonviolent protest. "Iím grateful to God, that through the Negro church the dimension of nonviolence entered our struggle. If this philosophy had not emerged I am convinced that by now many streets of the South would be flowing with floods of blood." (King,415) Charmichael wanted his followers to see that you had to work for their freedom, "This country does not function by morality, love, and nonviolence, but by power" (Charmichael,428) 


Martin Luther King Jr. wanted the African-American people to be treated equally as the whites, to have the same rights. He wanted them to help each other and be able to live together in the community. Stokely Carmichael wanted to use black power to unite the African-American people. He wanted to have them create their own society where the blacks would work together to help each other, to be separate from the whites and take control of their own lives. He wasnít going to wait for the whites to see eye to eye with the blacks. "For racism to die, a totally different America must be born." (Charmichael,429) He saw integration as being a bad thing, saying that integration made it look like being "white" was better than being "black" and being "black" meant that you were inferior. He wanted the black to be able to overcome their poverty themselves, to create a better community for its people and to make black children be able to go to their own schools that were just as good as the white schools. 


King was conservatie in that he wasn't radical in his actions.†"So the question is not wether we will be extremist but what kind of extremist will we be.† Will we be extremist for hate or will we be extremestes for love? Will we be extremists for the preservation of injustice-or will we be extremists for the cause of justice?" (King,416) He was liberal in his ideas but they wren't new ideas, people had been discussing civil rights before him in that way he was a conservative liberal. Carmichael had a more radical idea in that the blacks should just form their own ruels and be their own group of people that didn't have to nesesarly mix in with the whits to be recongnized as equals.†"We are just going to work, in the way we see fit, and on goals we define, not for civil rights but for all our human rights." (Carmichael,431)
