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Primary Source Documents #3

Communism vs. Anti-Communism
The view of political systems and parties are often best understood by placing them on a horizontal line with one end being the opposite of the other.  This is called a Political Spectrum.  This spectrum is meant to show the radical left side, or the radical right side of political opinions.  In this report, anti-communism and communism will be compared on the spectrum.  Capitalistic and democratic countries such as the United States would be placed at the right side of the spectrum.  Moving toward the middle are semi-socialist countries such as Sweden.  And occupying the far left end of the spectrum we have communistic countries such as Cuba, North Korea, and the now collapsed Soviet Union (the Soviet Union is relevant to these documents).
The first document discusses solely the Soviet Union, and how the United States must arm itself with every weapon possible to maintain military forces powerful enough to restrain the Soviet Union, and to CONFINE Soviet influence to its present area.  While this document was much harder to discern and analyze than the others, one interesting statement that was mentioned is: “loans and technical missions strengthen our ties with friendly nations and are effective demonstrations that capitalism is at least the equal of communism.”  It also discusses the importance of generously funding any nation that is outside the Soviet Sphere.  The United States even offers political support to all who oppose the penetration of the Soviets.  This document closely relates and compares to document source #2, in which both speak of the necessity of aiding foreign countries for the purpose of stopping the spread of communism.  Any country that is outside the Soviet Sphere, and wishes to remain a democracy is in the United State’s favor, thusly they receiving these cash and political benefits.  They are discussed in both source documents, number one and three.
<---------------------------------------------------|-------------------->
pro Communist                                          anti Communist

The second source document discusses the imperativeness to aide Greece and Turkey.  They fear they will be overthrown and fall to a communistic government, and have asked for economic and monetary assistance from the United States.   This basically launched the policy of containing Communism in the world.  Again, this is an article that closely relates to document source number one, as the United States stresses any country, weak or strong opposing communism will receive generous support from the United States.  This document, The Truman Doctrine (1947) belongs on the far end of the ANTI-Communism branch.
<-------------------------------------------------------------------|---->
pro Communist                                          anti Communist
The third document is an example of EXTREME anti-communism.  Joseph McCarthy’s speech at Wheeling, West Virginia in 1950 pointed a lot of fingers, and raised a lot of eyebrows.  He accused the State Department, the army, and even the Democratic Party of being infested with Communists.  He essentially launched a one man tirade against the communists.  This document is even more left winged than document number two.  While document number two discusses the problem of communism, and how the United States must assist other countries to prevent a communistic global takeover, this document is a full fledged, anti-communist one-man riot.  He accused nearly everyone and everything of being a traitor, and was eventually rebuked by the Senate in 1954.
<----------------------------------------------------------------------|->
pro Communist                                          anti Communist

All in all these political spectrums to not just run from far right to far left.  We like to think of it, and it actually is, a solid representation of nations and parties which have a devotion to individual rights.  Some older systems focused solely surface details, but this newer ‘political spectrum’ view shows the similarities and differences of governments in a much clearer way.

