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            In Franklin D Roosevelt’s first inaugural address of 1933, he spoke to the people of the United States for the first time of his presidency. His campaign has ended with a landslide victory and he made a speech which informed the people of the United States what he had planned to do in his new position. Roosevelt told the people that he wanted to use all the power granted to him by the Constitution but as if the nation was being attacked by a foreign enemy, “broad Executive power to wage a war against the emergency, as great as the power that would be given to me if we were in fact invaded by a foreign foe.” (Roosevelt 345) This speech showed how Roosevelt wanted to expand the role of government as well as expand the role of the President that administers the laws. The idea of a President that doesn’t just do what the Constitution specifically states what he can do but rather do everything the Constitution doesn’t forbid him from doing was a new approach that Roosevelt

 planned to use to save his nation from the Great Depression, ‘Could do anything to protect the citizen in his right to work and his right to live.” (Out of Many 453) Although Roosevelt wasn’t as radical as a socialist, his presidency book marked a time in history for a new type of president. He wouldn’t be completely to the left of a spectrum but he certainly would have slid far from the conservative side.   


The Republican Party after Roosevelt’s first term in office had written their platform for the 1936 election in stark contradiction of the New Deal programs Roosevelt had carried out the last three years, “For three long years the New Deal Administration has dishonored American traditions and flagrantly betrayed the pledges upon which the Democratic Party sought and received public support.” (Republican Party Platform, 1936 351) They had disapproved of many facets of this New Deal, and although they did want the nation to recover into a powerful nation, they wanted to see it done in a different fashion. The Republicans wanted to lessen the power of the President and government which Roosevelt had been taking advantage of and return the government to its former state, “The fate of the nation will depend, not so much on the wisdom and power of Government, as on the character and virtue, self-reliance, industry and thrift of the people and on their willingness to meet the

 responsibilities essential to the preservation of a free society.” (353) The idea of returning to the previous order of things certainly places the Republicans on the conservative side; however nothing they proposed was too terribly drastic and would put them half way down the right side.


The Republicans were right about Roosevelt’s dismissal of how constitutional his actions were. When he first started trying to implement his New Deal proposals and had them passed by Congress, the nation’s highest court, the supreme court deemed them unconstitutional. They saw that Roosevelt’s New Deal ideas went farther then what the Constitution had previously allowed the government to do. However, Roosevelt was a man of action, and what the Constitution allowed the president to do, was appoint new judges to the Supreme Court. He could not replace the current Judges, but the congress could vote to have the amount of seats in the Supreme Court increased. Then Roosevelt could pick individuals to sit in the Supreme Court that would agree with his views. This threat caused the Supreme Court to suddenly allow his New Deal administration to carry out the plans they had for the nation. In his inaugural speech, Roosevelt stated the support of the people was essential to over coming this

 terrible fate, “Support of the people themselves which is essential to victory. I am convinced that you will again give the support to leadership in these critical days.” (344) He was truly a president of action and not just words. 

