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During the Great Depression, the American people cried out for a leader who was sensitive to the needs of a greatly depleted nation, but who would also not hesitate to do what was necessary to get the job done. Between the Republicans and Democrats, both realized that new policies and stronger implementation of those policies was needed. Only neither agreed on which direction to head. 


“the withered leaves of industrial enterprise lie on every side; farmers find no markets for their produceOnly a foolish optimist can deny the dark realities of the moment” (pg 340). Franklin D. Roosevelt favored strong government involvement in his New Deal while the Republican party shouted that he, President Roosevelt, had, “For three long years  has dishonored American traditions and flagrantly betrayed the pledges upon which the Democratic Party sought and received public support” (pg 347). These accusations were a bold statement and fueled dissent between political parties that were already at odds. 


Both Republican and Democratic parties rallied for change, yet disagreed on where the country should head next. Republicans wanted reforms in favor of less government, “Withdrawal of Government from competition with private payrolls” (pg 348). Also, “The authority to regulate should be vested in an independent tribunal acting under clear and specific laws establishing definite standards” (pg 348). The push towards less government and more independent capitalistic attitude shows the conservative attitude of the Republicans in PSD 24-7. “We affirm our unalterable conviction that, In the future as in the past, the fate of the nation will depend, not so much on the wisdom and power of Government, as on the character and virtue, self-reliance, industry and thrift of the people and on their willingness to meet the responsibilities essential to the preservation of a free society” (pg 349). 


Roosevelt and his New Deal resided on the other side of the spectrum. His ideals opted for strong government involvement in the re-building of the nation as well as redistribution of population from factories to farms. It seems he has an almost Communistic goal when he says, “We are, I know, ready and willing to submit our lives and property to such discipline, because it makes possible a leadership which aims at a larger goal” (pg 341). Roosevelt believes that his job is to stabalize the economy at all costs, even “broad Executive power to wage war against the emergency, as great as the power that would be given to me if we were in fact invaded by a foreign foe” (pg 342). Roosevelt has a very strong nationalistic attitude in which he uses to rally Americans. “This great Nation will endureSo, first of all, let me assert my firm belief that the only thing to fear is fear itself” (pg 340). 


The Republican party, while more conservative then Roosevelt and the Democrats, finds themselves forced to promote liberal ideals due to the economic devastation of the economy. However, Roosevelt and his New Deal are far more liberal overall in his ideals and goals. 
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