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Democrats vs. Republicans  Conflicting Ideas

Democrats and Republicans saw differences when they were created. During  the Great Depression however, their ideas began to differ greatly in their  continued efforts to try to help the falling American society. With the  president at the time being a Democrat (Franklin D. Roosevelt) and Congress  being run by the Democrats as well, many of the ideas that were brought up  by FDR were passed. Several ideas came to help America in its need with the  Depression, some formed together to make the New Deal, “ FDR pushed through  Congress an extraordinary number of acts designed to combat various aspects  of the Depression. What came to be called the New Deal was no unified  program to end the Depression but rather an improvised series of reform and  relief measures…”(Faragher, 467)

Not all Americans agreed with FDR about this new proposal, “Not all  Americans supported the New Deal. In fact, millions or Americans reviled  Franklin D. Roosevelt and his policies.(Abbott, 24-7, 347) The Republican  party came up with a Republican Party Platform in 1936 to help get their  ideas and points across the American public. Republicans were against the  Democrats ideas because Democrats wanted to help the agricultural industry  while Republicans wanted to keep working on industrial activities.  “Adoptions of such policies as will furnish a chance for individual  enterprise, industrial expansion, and the restoration of jobs.” (Abbott,  24-7, 348) On the other hand Democrats wanted to diminish industrial  production and help with building up the agricultural society. “ Hand in  hand with this we must frankly recognize the overbalance of population in  our industrial centers, and, by engaging on a national scale in a  redistribution, endeavor to provide a better use of land for those best  fitted for the land. The task can be helped by definite efforts to raise the  values of agricultural products and with this the power to purchase the  output of our cities.” (Abbott 24-3, 341)

The Democrats historically would be liberal, more for the people than the  Government, however during the Depression they looked for the Government to  help them in putting people to work. “ It can be accomplished in part by  direct recruiting by the Government itself, treating the task as we would  treat the emergency of war, but at the same time, through this employment,  accomplishing greatly needed projects to stimulate and reorganize the use of  our natural resources.” (Abbott 24-3, 341)

Republicans began to show some liberal sides when it came to labor  policies,  believing more in state governments than federal. “ The welfare  of labor rests upon increased production and the prevention of exploitation.  We pledge ourselves to:

Protect the right of labor to organize and to bargain collectively through  representatives of its own choosing without interference from any source.

Prevent governmental job holders from exercising autocratic powers over  labor.

Support the adoption of State laws and interstate compacts to abolish  sweatshops and child labor, and to protect women and children with respect  to maximum hours, minimum wages and working conditions. We believe that this  can be done within the Constitution as it now stands. (Abbott 24-7, 348) In  the desperate times of the Depression both parties needed to use ideas they  historically would never use. They were able to use each other’s ideas and  still differ greatly showing their determination to beat one another and  help the failing American society.  
