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The main philosophical differences between the Republican and Democratic parties of the 1930s are as simple and as complex as the factors that caused the Great Depression. Republicans wanted to limit the size and role of Government, to empower the people to be independent and self-sufficient, to encourage free enterprise, and to encourage the ideal of supply and demand.  Democrats wanted to increase the size and role of Government, to create a welfare state, to demoralize the people by encouraging them to be dependent on government for everything, to discourage free enterprise, to encourage monopolies, and to fix prices. 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt's first inaugural address states quite clearly the steps that he was willing to take to see his vision of big government come to life. His vision for the future was indicative of the extreme far left liberal stance he shared with his Democratic party.
On March 9, 1933 with the urging of a Democratic President, a Democratic Congress passed the Emergency Banking Act. The Emergency Banking Act gave the President broad discretionary powers over all banking transactions and foreign exchange. It authorized healthy banks to reopen only under licenses from the Treasury Department and provided for greater federal authority in managing the affairs of failed banks.  It provided for federal bank inspections of both healthy and failed banks with the government over seeing all transactions and the operations of each bank. The Democratic policy punished the healthy banks and pulled them down to the level of the banks who had failed. In the summer of 1933, the Glass-Steagall Act set even more stringent rules for banks. The democratic policies caused the cost of administering all banks to increase because someone had to make sure the banks were following the rules. It provided insurance for depositors through the newly formed Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation (FDIC).  According to the Republican Party Platform of 1936, a Republican administration would have reduced the Presidential powers and restored to the Congress the power over all banking transactions and foreign exchange.  It would have balanced the national budget by doing three things:  First by cutting government spending and not raising taxes, second by revising the Federal tax systems, and third by inflating the dollar instead of further devaluing it.  The Republican Party was just right of center on the conservative scale. 
Under the Democratic Presidential administration, the Federal Emergency Relief Administration (FERA), passed in March 1933, allowed the government to freely dole out money to the states and the states then disbursed the money to the unemployed. Unfortunately, free money from one generation to another eventually leads people to demand their “rights” to be taken care of by the government, absolves families and communities of the social responsibility of caring for each other, and stifles creative problem solving. This view seemed to be proven by a woman who lived during that time. She stated, “That I agree with my father” when he said “There was nothing he could do, that there were no jobs.”(Video, ‘The Great Depression’)  Under a Republican administration, the government would have returned the responsibility for relief administration to nonpolitical and non-governmental agencies such as local churches, the Salvation Army, and the Red Cross. It would have given federal grants-in-aid to the states only while the need existed, thus preserving the dignity, independence, and social responsibility of the people.
Under a Democratic Presidential administration, the Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA) was passed in 1933. The Agricultural Adjustment Act provided payments to farmers in return for agreements to curtail their acreage or their production of wheat, cotton, rice, tobacco, corn, hogs, and dairy products.  The most extensively used policy of the Agricultural Adjustment Act provided for the government to make payments to farmers who destroyed their wheat, cotton, rice, tobacco, corn, or hogs. During the time children were dying of starvation, our government was paying farmers to destroy crops.  A Republican administration would have fostered and facilitated the economical production of crops and would have increased consumption based on abundance rather than scarcity. It would have given government aid to farmers to develop new and different crops, letting the natural law of supply and demand control the amounts and prices.

Democratic ideals sometimes seem compassionate and caring while Republican philosophy can come across as hard and unfeeling. Republican George Bush has displayed some of Franklin Roosevelt's 20th century Democratic compassion during the turn of the 21st century but, unlike the Democrats of today and yesteryear, there is a limit to his Republican generosity. While Republican help is offered and given, individual and State responsibility and service is expected; Democratic "give me more, take care of me" is replaced by Republican "I can do it, I'll figure it out."  
“…national planning for and supervision of all forms of transportation and of communications and other utilities… there must be a strict supervision of all banking and credits and investments… I shall ask the Congress for the one remaining instrument to meet the crisis-broad Executive power…” these words from President Franklin D. Roosevelt sums up the biggest philosophical differences between the Republicans and Democratic parties of yesterday or today. 
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