Amanda Johnson
PSD Response #2

History 203 T R 10:00

              FDR                                  Republican Platform

(--------X-------------------I------------X----------------(
Liberal                                                              Conservative


Within the two major political parties of Democrats and Republicans there are distinct differences in philosophy on the needs of Americans, and how to go about meeting those needs.  The Great Depression was a desperate time for the United States, and evoked many changes that lead to the politics and political parties of today.  The main theme of Democrat philosophy after the Great Depression became the expansion of “general welfare”, more centralized power in Washington,tighter federal control and regimentation, with more economic order dependent on and controlled by the government.  In response to Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s New Deal, the philosophy of the Republicans became a belief in individual rights and responsibilities of the people.  Maximum power to determine their destiny should lie in the hands of the people and governmental power and resources should be kept close to the people, rather than controlled by the government.

“ No president of this century had a greater impact on American life and politics that Franklin Delano Roosevelt” (Out of Many, p. 466).  Taking presidency in low point of the Great Depression, Roosevelt wasn’t about to let the country collapse.  With a more liberal attitude than what the Democratic Party was used to, Roosevelt gave his First Inaugural Address.  Within the address were very straightforward ideas on how he intended to restore confidence into the nation.   “Our greatest primary talks is to put people to work....It can be accomplished in part by direct recruiting by the government itself” (Roosevelt, 24-3).  In this statement Roosevelt begins to put the government in more control over the unemployment situation.  “….we must frankly recognize the overbalance of population in our industrial centers and, by engaging on a national scale in a redistribution, endeavor to provide a better use of the land for those best fitted for the land……it can be helped by insistence that the Federal, State and local governments act forthwith on the demand that their cost be drastically reduced” (Roosevelt, 24-3).  By still supporting the power of the state and local governments, Roosevelt is careful to stay away from an extreme liberal viewpoint.  “ Our Constitution is so simple and practical that it is possible always to meet extraordinary needs by changes in emphasis and arrangement without loss of essential form” (Roosevelt, 24-3).  This statement is very unlike the traditional, conservative Democrat view on the Constitution, again putting Roosevelt on a more liberal end of the spectrum. Roosevelt wanted to empower the government to fix the American economy.  During his presidency it became for the first time legal for the Federal Government to regulate the economy.  With the final statement “ I shall as the Congress for the one remaining instrument to meet the crisis-broad Executive power to wage a war against the emergency, as great as the power that would be given to me if we were in fact invaded by a foreign foe” (Roosevelt, 24-3) Roosevelt makes his point that if put in the position, he would demand the power to do what he felt would save the nation, and strengthen the presence of national government in people’s lives.

In response to this, the Republicans created a platform to oppose the growing government presence in the nation.  Highly critical of Roosevelt’s more liberal approach with the New Deal, the Republicans gave their more moderate to conservative ideas on how to save the economy.  They criticized the New Deal, saying “ Regulated monopoly has replaced free enterprise” (Rep. Platform, 24-7).  Republicans pledged themselves “ To maintain the American system of constitutional and local self government, and to resist all attempts to impair the authority of the Supreme Court of the United States, the final protector of the rights of our citizens against the arbitrary encroachments of the legislative and executive branches of the government.  There can be no individual liberty without an independent judiciary”. (Rep. Platform, 24-7).  This again demonstrates the pushing away of Federal Government control.  Unlike Roosevelt, the Republicans felt that the “farm problem” was not a partisan problem but economic and social, and would treat it accordingly.  They also planned to facilitate economic production and increase consumption on a basis of abundance instead of scarcity.  The Platform also gave in to some of the New Deal’s proposals concerning a sound currency and devaluation of the dollar.  This demonstrates their more moderate stand.

The Great Depression brought about many changes in the modern political parties, which is why they completely reversed roles on the liberal conservative spectrum.  With the philosophy of tighter government control, regulated economy and the empowerment of the little guy, the democrats take a more liberal stand.  Free enterprise, political liberty and the right to make a successful business puts the Republicans on a more conservative end of the spectrum.  Even if Roosevelt’s Administration didn’t necessarily end the Great Depression or even fix it entirely, our political parties evolved because of his bold stand for our nation.
