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 African Americans fought hard and long to be heard and looked at as an important part of society.  It took an important alliance among the black people to finally realize that they needed to work together to be noticed.  An effort was put forth for them to grow, “Let these efforts be turned into stimulating, encouraging, and making him the most useful and intelligent citizen” (21-5 p.297).  Booker T. Washington’s thought to come together as one race and share the same responsibilities was very similar to Ida B. Wells.   She believed citizenship gave them the security need not only from being attacked but the right to live as others.  


“By an amendment to the Constitution the Negro was given the right or franchise, and theoretically at least, his ballot became his invaluable emblem or citizenship” (21-6 p.299).  This was one of the first steps for African Americans in their battle for importance.  The government finally gave them some recognition, only to say that they were unable to protect them from being attacked and murdered.    “Thousands of black men went to their graves, exemplifying the one by dying for the other” (21-6 p.299).  This strengthens the statement earlier about how they stuck together to overcome the discrimination being forced upon them.


The struggle the African Americans faced was a battle that at first they didn’t win.  The white man’s victory was soon made complete though violence, and intimidation.  “But threats cannot suppress the truth” (21-6 p.299).  The government thought to eliminate this problem through overturning their rights from participating in State and national elections.  The black men craved independence and the rights that had been taken away in an unsuccessful attempt to help them. “ It is important and right that all privileges of the law be ours, but it is vastly more important that we be prepared for the exercises of these privileges” (21-5 p.297).  They wanted education for them and their children, and the opportunity to earn a decent living.  “All men were created free and equal, with certain unalienable rights” (21-7 p.301).  The Niagara Movement stated; “All American citizens have the right to equal treatment in places of public entertainment according to their behavior and deserts” (21-7 p.300).  This statement goes along very well with that of Ida B. Wells and Booker T. Washington’s thoughts. 


Education and teachings to colored people came only when white men left their families, and headed for the south to enforce slavery.  “Brave young white women went to the south… to carry light and truth to the benighted blacks…”(21-6 p.300).  These white women became outcasts, not to the black people, but to their own race.  They never lived in fear and never experienced any harm.  Contrary to early beliefs, that no white women were safe around black men.  “Any misalliance existing between a white women and a colored man is a sufficient foundation for the charge of rape”(21-6 p.299).


Booker T. Washington saw a way for blacks and whites to come together through devotion, “…in a way that shall make the interests of both races one” (21-5 p.297).  The Niagara Movement sought ways for advancement of colored people through their declaration of principles, “Any discrimination based simply on race or color is barbarous” (21-7 p.301).  Ida B. Wells thought of ways to ensure the safety of colored people and to allow them to have an equal and normal life.  


Ida B. Wells, Booker T. Washington and The Niagara Movement all sought ways to improve the lives of the African Americans.  Each with their own ideas, but each had the same goal.

