Jennifer Ryan

HIST 203

T/TH 1-220

PSD RESP. #1

Booker T. Washington      

      <---------------------|---------------x---->

       Gov't action

Self Help

Ida B. Wells

      <------------- --X|----------------------->

W.E.B. DuBois

      <------x-----------|----------------------->

W.E.B. DuBois

       All three documents have the same fundamental problem: the treatment of African Americans. Each author conveys discontent with how the black race is not getting what it deserves.   DuBois:  "...we believe that this class of American Citizens should protest emphatically and continually against the curtailment of their political rights." (PSD pg. 300)  Washington:  "It is important and right that all privileges of the law be ours..."  (PSD pg. 297) and Wells:  ".during these years more that ten thousand Negroes have been killed in cold blood, without the formality of judicial trial and legal execution."(PSD pg 298)  They all shared a group experience in the fact that they were African Americans witnessing the unjust treatment, in one form or another, of their race.  However, their thoughts on the matter differ greatly.  DuBois used phrases like: "protest emphatically", "we demand", "we especially complain" and more. He wanted equality and he wanted it yesterday!   Washington was very passive.  He also wanted equality, but thought that his race should earn it through hard work and determination. "The opportunity to earn a dollar in a factory just now is worth infinitely more than the opportunity to spend a dollar in an opera house." (PDS pg297-8)  Wells was outraged by the treatment of African Americans ".hundreds of colored men and women were mercilessly murdered.", "Negroes were whipped, scourged, exiled, shot and hung whenever and wherever it pleased the white man."  She also never gave any ideas on how to fix the problem.  The passage was more of a description of what had and was happening to African Americans.  

       Washington was very much about self-help. ".progress in the enjoyment of all the privileges that will come to us must be the result of severe and constant struggle rather than of artificial forcing."  His address emphasized "making friends", casting down buckets, we can help you and you can help us.  "Nearly sixteen millions hands will aid you in pulling the load upward, or they will pull against you the load downward." (PSD pg 299)  His address was very passive and non-threatening

       DuBois demanded the government's action.  He wanted equality in politics, civil rights, economic opportunity, education, justice, and everything else.  ".demanding and ought to demand, and will continue to demand the rights."(PSD pg 301)  "We urge upon Congress the enactment of appropriate legislation for securing the proper enforcement of those articles of freedom, the thirteenth, fourteenth and fifteenth amendments of the Constitution of the United States." (PSD pg 301)  There is no doubt about what DuBois wanted for his race and who he wanted to fix it.

       Wells passage, however enlightening, spoke more of what was happening, who it was happening to and why.  She wasn't looking for action from either side at that point in the document.  The only part that comes close : "the government which had made the Negro a citizen found itself unable to protect him.  It gave him the right to vote, but denied him the protection which should have maintained that right." (PSD pg 299) That quote was still only listing how the government was failing. In the end Wells was blaming the government for, not only, failing to protect African Americans from lynching, but also coming up with ways to justify it. 

