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Document five viewed through the dirty window of stereotype seems like it is written not by an ex-slave but by someone with many years of education and affluence under their belt.  Booker T. Washington begins with an inspiring story of a ships captain who is lost at sea with out provisions.  The captain called to a friendly vessel “Water, water; we die of thirst!”  The answer from the friendly vessel at once came back, “Cast down your bucket where you are.”  The captain called a second and a third time with the same reply, “Cast down your bucket where you are.” The captain casts his bucket down only to realize that the life-giving water was at his disposal all the while.  (Washington, 296)  Washington then calls for the African Americans to cast their buckets down in friendship and in their professions.  He seems to be asking them to set aside the years of slavery and torture they were put through.  Then he asks the white southern man to cast his bucket down in the magnifying of the professions or livelihood of the African Americans, Who make up one third of the population of the south.  This article has a sense of self-help at first but then the feeling changes to a “you help us, we’ll help you” feeling.  That’s why this document falls in the center of the spectrum.  It sounded almost threatening at the end, “Nearly sixteen millions of hands will aid you in pulling the load upward, or they will pull against you…” “…we shall contribute one-third to the business and industrial prosperity of the south , or we shall prove a veritable body of death, stagnating, depressing,  retarding every effort to advance the body politic.” (Washington, 297)  He does state, however, his gratitude for the help that the African Americans receive at the hands of “… not only the Southern states, but especially from Northern philanthropists…” (Washington, 297)  


Document six is fraught with sarcasm and contempt, and rightly so.  It is hard, as a white man, to read an article like this one and not be ashamed of the white legacy.  Ida B. Wells was different in her approach to government action than was Washington.  Wells gives three examples of white “excuses” for the lynching of the African American man.  The first excuse is given as the white man needing to stamp out race riots.  She cites, with much sarcasm, examples of so-called race riots where African American men were the only casualties.  The second excuse is explained as the white man’s need to keep the African American out of power, or “No Negro domination.”  And when the African American was “…actually eliminated from all participation in state and national elections…” came the white man’s need for a new excuse for lynching.  (Wells 299)  The third and most horrible (however horrible the other excuses were) excuse came with the chastity of the white women.  More time was spent in the article on this topic, for this was the worst of the three.  Claiming that African American men were raping white women would garner them no sympathy from anyone, for the darkest corners of hell are reserved for those who harm the innocence of women.  This article is placed where it is on the spectrum for the fact that Wells seems to be shaming the government into action.  Add to that the fact that there is always a new excuse thought up whenever the old one is quelled, and no matter what they do for themselves the situation remains the same.


Document seven as opposed to the previous two is very straightforward and direct.  This document demands the rights given to all men equally and names them in detail.  Whereas five slips back and forth on both sides of the spectrum, and six is more ambiguous in what it is requesting.  Document seven is placed on the far left because there is no mistake about what is demanded.  Demanded are “Suffrage, Civil Liberty, Economic Opportunity, Education, Courts reform, Public Opinion, Health, Labor Union reform,” and all manner of luxuries already afforded to the white man.  (The Niagara Movement Declaration of Principles, 301) and these duties are urged upon [all] people “The duty to vote.  The duty to respect the rights of others.  The duty to work.  The duty to obey the laws.  The duty to be clean and orderly.  The duty to send our children to school.  The duty to respect ourselves, even as we respect ourselves.” (The Niagara Movement Declaration of Principles, 302)  There is no mistaking what is demanded here, or where for that matter this document falls.  This document demands government action and “This Nation will never stand justified before God until these things are changed.” (The Niagara Movement Declaration of Principles, 301)  Could it be that this nation is still unjustified before God?
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