TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY
Created during the first Hundred Days session of Franklin D. Roosevelt's presidency in 1933, the Tennessee Valley Authority (tva) brought power to rural areas along the Tennessee River in seven states. Progressive reformers long had argued for government ownership of municipal services, and the Great Depression and the resulting financial problems of private utilities gave them the chance to enact one such project. Roosevelt sought a coordinated plan involving industrialization, soil conservation, reforesting, and the provision of electricity in the seven-state area. The measure set up the tva board to construct dams and power plants in Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Kentucky, Virginia, North Carolina, and Georgia. The agency eventually built five dams, improved twenty others, and constructed a system of inland waterways. The tva also became involved in local communities, selling fertilizers and electricity, building flood control projects, improving the navigation of the meandering river, and engaging in programs of reforestation and soil conservation.
The tva was a success, but it provided neither the comprehensive planning the Roosevelt administration hoped for nor widespread prosperity. President Dwight D. Eisenhower later condemned it as an example of New Deal "creeping socialism." Nevertheless, the tva enhanced the quality of life of many citizens along the Tennessee River by bringing electric power and better use of the soil to the region. It also enabled federal and state governments to determine how much electrical power actually cost. This helped them better to regulate private power companies, as the tva became one of the nation's largest and cheapest suppliers of power
