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Section A

1. Write your definition of imperialism. Then use this definition to argue that the conduct of American foreign relations between 1898 and 1902 was or was not imperialistic.

2. "One key to the nature of a reform movement is what it seeks to preserve." How does the Progressive reform movement of the early 20th century compare to this statement?

Imperialism is the act of extending ones rule and authority over foreign countries.  During the late 1800's and early 1900's it is clear that the U.S was a highly imperialistic nation. The leaders of the U.S had it's sights set on distant lands, taking over several countries from 1898 and 1902.         Starting in 1898, the U.S began it's series of takeoevers with Hawaii. The President at the time, William Mckinley was very interested in economic expansion.  Infact, this was his main theme as a president.  The U.S quickly overthrew the Queen of Hawaii so it could have complete access to Hawaii's natural resources and extra land.  Secretary of State, John Hay came up with the Open Door Policy, which allowed the U.S to advance it's inerests to any other "imperialistic" nations in the world, to ensure the U.S full economic expansion.  Hawaii was now under U.S rule, marking the first point of U.S Imperialism.       After the aquiring of Hawaii, Cuba was next on the list of foreign lands to take over.  At the time, the U.S had over 50 million dollars worth of investements in Cuban sugar, tobacco and mining.  However, Spain claimed to be the rightful owner of Cuba, thus enacting the Wilson-Gorman Tariff, placing a tax on all Cuban imports to the U.S.  This tariff not only hurt U.S business, but sent Cuba into a recession as well.  In the beginning, Mckinley didn't want to enter a war with Spain over Cuba.  It wasn't until McKinley got word that a spanish diplomat had called him weak, and a poor leader did tension start to rise.  Perpetuated by propaganda, the rivalry between Spain and America grew, and when the U.S.S Maine was attacked in the Havana Harbor killing several American citizens, Mckinley began war.  ALthough it was later found out that the U.S.S Maine incident was an accident, propaganda-ists took it upon themeselves to raise competition by telling all citizens to "remember the Maine" to remind them of the "evil" of Spain.         It was a short lived war, and America had won.  Cuba was now under American rule.  The Platt Amendment was enacted stating that Cuba could be it's own country, however it had to provide land for American Bases, use national revenues to pay back debts to the U.S, they weren't allowed to sign any treaties that would be bad for the U.S, and the U.S was allowed to intervene at anytime to help out their economic interests.  America was now dominating the sugar industry and had rule over both Hawaii and Cuba.       However, Hawaii and Cuba were not enough.  The U.S wanted to expand more, so they set their sights on another Spanish country, the Philippines.  The Spanish-American War was not yet over.  The Philippines were seen as a connector to Asian Markets, which could be very big for the U.S.  Once again, this war was short lived, and the U.S gained control of yet another nation.  Only this time, the Filipinos were not willing to give up their land that easily.  Many Filipinos fought, while American soldiers were ordered to kill anyone and every native Filipino they came across.  This war was named the "Splendid little war" by Roosevelt, a severe fighter and commander in the war. It was a brutal attack, and because of this some say it questioned the Democratic spirit of the U.S., because the Filipinos were not actually better off under U.S rule.       In some ways, one could argue that the foreign relations of the U.S between 1898 and 1902 were not imperialstic, because in the war with Spain over Cuba, the U.S was trying to free them and let them be a free country, which is far from imperialistic nature.  But, the only reason the U.S got involved was to protect it's investements in natural resources, and after it gained control enacted the Platt Amendment which greatly restricted Cuba, not truly letting them be free. Once again, Imperialism means extending rule and authority over foreign countries.  The U.S forced it's rule and authority over all three nations, Hawaii, Cuba, and Philippines, truly labeling the U.S as imperialistic.
Section B

1. "The United states entered the First World War not ‘to make the world safe for democracy’ as President Wilson claimed, but to safeguard American economic interest."

Assess the validity of this statement.

2. The causes of the Great Depression are many, but the responses by President Hoover and the national leadership were few. Define "conservativism" according to Herbert Hoover. Did he remain true to its principles? What successful historical (conservative) precedents under the administrations of his Democratic AND Republican predecessors did he attempt to follow and why didn’t they produce similar results in the early 1930’s.

Wilson was a moralistic man who was interested in breaking down all barriers and participating in free trade.  When war broke out among foreign nations, Wilson took the advice of his predecessors and stated that the U.S would remain nuetral in the war.         There were two main groups that sprang up in the midst of war.  The Tripple Alliance, consisting of Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Italy, and the Tripple Entente, otherwise known as the allies, consisting of Great Britain, France, and Russia.  Because it was such a powerful nation,  both sides wanted the U.S to join their side.  Although Wilson planned to be nuetral, he had economic ties with the Tripple Entente, and began trading with them, while almost completely stopping interaction with the Triple Alliance.  Along with the already growing bond between the U.S and the Triple Entente, the Germans began using boat warfare and blew up both the Lusitania and the Sussix, killing several American citizens in the process.  This angered the U.S, but the Germans promised they would visit every boat they were thinking about attacking in the future to promise safety for Americans.  The U.S agreed with this process, and everything was going fine until a note called the Zimmerman Note was intercepted.  The note was from Germany to Mexico, stating that they should come together in the event the U.S entered the war.  Wilson decided he could be nuetral no longer and began the process to join the war.         Of course Wilson had to pass this idea through both congress and the people of the U.S.  Beginning first with Congress, Wilson made the arguement that nuetrality was no longer feasible and the United States needed to enter the war "to make the world safe for democracy".  Although this was his plea to congress, there were several underlying interests in Wilson's mind.  Germany wasn't trying to take democracy away from the U.S, they were simply trying to prepare for the worst because the knew the U-boat incident would not go unnoticed.  The Tripple Alliance wanted nothing more than for the U.S to stay out the of war, because they knew how powerful the U.S could be.  However, the congress was sold on the idea and signed the treaty to go to war.         Next Wilson had to find a way to pass the war idea through the citizens of America.  He knew that without their patriotism and spirit, it would lower morale and possibly the economy if the citizens didn't agree.  He also used the plea of "safegaurding democracy" to gain popular votes for the war. The newspapers and radio showed negative propoganda to try to turn the citizens against the Germans.  Using negative images, and reminding citizens of the attack of the lusitania that killed innocent victims, comradery was raised in Americans. Wilson put together the CPI, to force public opinion towards the war. They made the war effort look cool, by getting everyone involved.  The draft was named patriotic which was the thing to be at the time.  Everything centered around the war effort, liberty gardens grew, women made clothes and they used tactics to get everyone involved in some way or another.  Infact, they even made laws for those who did not cooperate.  The Espionage and Sedition acts allowed anyone speaking negatively about the military to be arressted and taken to jail.          On the surface, it could be said that we went to war to protect our democracy.  However, there were several underlying interests that influenced our participation in the war.  Bringing the U.S into the war meant big business.  Wilson knew that upon involvement in the war profits and business would increase greatly. In fact business nearly tripled in the U.S.  This allowed the U.S to expand, and upon winning the war, the U.S could have economic ties to new places all over the world.  It increased the lines of trade and expansion and made the Federal Government and Business so closely related it almost practically became one.  In the beginning, Wilson wanted to stay out of the war so he could continue trade and business with both sides, but when we stopped interacting with the Triple Alliance, the issue of remaining neutral quickly faded.  All of these reasons directly relate to the American economic interest, which is exactly what Wilson was really interested in.  He used the ploy "safe for democracy" which helped to gain the support of congress and American citizens, yet Wilson knew that upon entrance in the war he could increase the economy and expand America.
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1. Write your definition of imperialism. Then use this definition to argue that the conduct of American foreign relations between 1898 and 1902 was or was not imperialistic.

2. "One key to the nature of a reform movement is what it seeks to preserve." How does the Progressive reform movement of the early 20th century compare to this statement?

The conduct of American foreign relations between 1898 and 1902 was imperialistic.  To start this conversation, one must have a solid grasp on the word imperialism.  Imperialism is the policy of extending a nation's authority by territorial acquisition or by the establishment of economic and political hegemony over other nations.  The United States clearly engaged in imperialistic polity during that four year stretch through the annexation of Hawaii and the Spanish-American War which involved Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines.      The people of the United States had been isolationists up until this point in history.  The US had broke free from British rule to create the republic that we have today.  Americans engaged in a Civil War, but had fairly minimal foreign policy.  In 1898, all of this changed.  After 1902, however, the US has gone back and fourth on its policy of imperialism, but the following events show that it was very  imperialistic during this four year time period.    The Spanish-American War changed the US from an isolationist country to an imperialistic country.  The story starts before 1898.  Even before the Civil War, Southerners hoped to aquire Cuba, still owned by Spain, for the expansion of slavery in their sugar mills, tobacco plants, and their mines.  After the Civil War, America invested a lot of money into Cuba.  In 1894, the Wilson-Gorman tariff, put on Cuban imports to the US, causes a recession in Cuba.  During his election, President Mckinley vows to achieve American supremacy in world markets.  Spain is facing hard times, so they increase tax rates in Cuba.  Cubans revolt and the US backs them to protect the business investments that they have there.  Part of the definition of imperialism is the economic hegemony over other nations.  The US, by engaging in war with Spain to protect its financial investments in Cuba, was being imperialistic.  The US also enacts the Platt Amendment in 1901, forcing Cuba to provide land for American military bases.  That is territorial acquisition, which in another policy of imperialism.    By defeating Spain, the US gained control over Spanish colonies.  These included Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines.  Cuba and Puerto Rico were taken easily, but the Philippines was a much harder task.  Philippino people saw the US as a liberator.  A people who would free them from Spanish rule so they could control their own politics.  Looking through the imperialistic glasses, the US had something different in mind for the Philippines.  The land was taken to protect/promote trade routes to China and maintain a watch over the area.  It was a strategic move by Mckinley to achieve the American supremacy that he was after.  When the Philippino people revolted because they did not want to be ruled by anyone but themselves, the US sent troops to forcefully take the land.  George F. Hoar, a Republican Senator, said the following in a speech to Congress in 1902, "Your practical statesmanship has succeeded in converting a people who three years ago were ready to kiss the hem of the garmet of the American and to welcome him as a liberator, who thronged after your men when they landed on those islands with benediction and gratitude, into sullen and irreconcilable enemies, possessed of a hatred which centuries cannot eradicate."  Again, the US was trying to establish economic and political hegemony over another nation.  A clear sign of imperialism.    Economic reasons were not the only reason for US imperialism.  There was also a feeling of divine right to uplift the "savage" people.  The idea of taking control, or gaining authority of a people by territorial acquisition is imperical as well.  The US felt it had a duty to take control of the Philippines, educate, and chistianize them.  A congressional minister, Josiah Strong said that white Americans are "divinely commissioned to be, in a peculiar sense, his brother's keeper."  This clearly shows the US taking on an imperialistic role in the world.    Hawaii was also taken during this time period for basically the same reasons as the Philippines.  The US had many business investments in Hawaii, and when those were threatened, troops were sent.  Yet again, the US was trying to establish economic and political hegemony over another nation.  Hawaii, like the Philippines, was taken to uplift, educate, and christianize the brute savages who occupied the land.  In order to gain control over these brutes, the US used its imperialistic tactics of gaining authority by territorial acquisition.  As Theodore Roosevelt said in 1899, "We cannot avoid the responsibilities that confront us in Hawaii, Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines."      From 1898 to 1902, the US changed its foreign policy from an isolationists standpoint to that of an imperialistic dominator.  By engaging in the affairs of Hawaii, Cuba, Puerto Rico, and the Philippines, the US was doing the exact definition of imperialism.  The US gained authority over other nations and established economic and political hegemony over them.  Since 1902, the US has gone back and fourth with its policy of imperialism, but during the time period from 1898 to 1902, the US was an imperialistic nation.      Nick Madani
Section B

1. "The United states entered the First World War not ‘to make the world safe for democracy’ as President Wilson claimed, but to safeguard American economic interest."

Assess the validity of this statement.

2. The causes of the Great Depression are many, but the responses by President Hoover and the national leadership were few. Define "conservativism" according to Herbert Hoover. Did he remain true to its principles? What successful historical (conservative) precedents under the administrations of his Democratic AND Republican predecessors did he attempt to follow and why didn’t they produce similar results in the early 1930’s.

The above statement is very valid for a number of reasons.  Economic expansion was huge in the years prior to World War I.  The US had trade routes all over the world at this time.  War, with its negative social connotation has a very good meaning for economists and businesses.  Businesses thrive during war.  War stimulates the economy.  One can see what the war did for the American economy by looking at the time period after WWI; the 1920's.  US banks and businesses had given large sums of money to the allies prior to US involvement and wanted reassurance that they would get their money back after the war was over.  Winning the war meant having a say in what happens to Europe at the end of the war.  Economic interests, more than democracy were in the mind of President Wilson.    The US entered the war because the Germans were shooting at our ships in the nearby waters.  Germany shooting at American ships does not threaten democracy, it threatens economic trade routes.  If Germany was shooting at Swedish ships, for example, the US would not have called it unsafe for democracy.  Since they were shooting at US ships, there had to be a moralistic reasoning besides revenge.      Entering WWI made the US economy boom.  Overall, war meant expansion and high profits for businesses.  Between 1916 and 1918, General Motors increased its workforce from 10,000 to 50,000.  Farm production increased by 20 to 30 percent during wartime.  Corporate profits as a whole nearly tripled, with some companies yeilding much higher rates.  Government merged with businesses to create all the wartime suppies.  Employment rates were very high.  WWI was undoubtedly good for the American economy.  Wilson had a good understanding of economics and realized this could be an excellent opportunity for Americans in the years prior to US involvement.  The US was supplying most of the wartime materials to the allies.  This was profitable for US businesses, but could not yield its full potential without US involvement in the war.  Young men were shipped overseas while the remaining men and women worked to produce everything for war.      One can see the benefits that came from the war by looking at the economy right afterwards in the 1920's.  The 1920's were called the roaring 20's because the economy was roaring during this time period.  Automobile sales were up and America made roughly 85% of the worlds passenger cars.  Electricity brought appliances that made life easier.  In 1929, the average worker in manufacturing produced about 3/4 more per hour than in 1919.  Movies and radio became big.  By 1923, about 600,000 Americans had bought radios.  Money went farther then than it does even today.  Times were very good.    Since the US had so much invested in the war before it even entered, there was an obligation to make sure the allies won.  Many US banks and businesses, as well as the government issued bonds and loans to the allies to fight against the enemies.  If Germany were to win the war, that money would never be repaid.  In order to be sure this money would make its way back into the hands of Americans, with interest, the US entered the war on the allies side.  George Norris, a Republican Senator, summed it up in 1917 when he said, "The enormous amount of money loaned to the allies in this country has been instrumental in bringing about a public sentiment in favor of our country taking a course that would make every bond worth a hundred cents on the dollar and making the payment of every debt certain and sure."  People were not affraid of democracy being threatened, they were afraid they would lose all the money they had loaned out if the allies were to lose the war.      Winning the war also meant that the US would have a say in what happens to Europe.  This is evident in Wilson's Fourteen Points.  His points push mainly for free trade in Europe, which would benefit the US economy enormously since America was the largest exporter of goods during the time.  The US was dominating most of the world at this time and entered the war to secure its economic ties in Europe.  America could not allow Germany to control Europe.  As Theodore Roosevelt said, "We should find beyond a shadow of question, what China has already found, that in this world the nation that has trained itself to a career of unwarlike and isolated ease is bound in the end to go down before other nations which have not lost the manly and adventurous qualities."  This is what was in the minds of people at the time.  Domination.  This can only be done through economic control, and the US needed Europe in "the palm of its hand" to dominate.      The US did not enter WWI to make the world safe for democracy as President Wilson claimed, but to safeguard American economic interests.  Securing economic pleasures at home and maintaining international markets were the main goals of the US involvement in WWI.  The war yielded huge financial benefits for those at home for many years to follow.  The money that was loaned out to the allies was secured, and the US had a significant influence on post-Europe.  Economic interests was the main factor for the US involvement in WWI.         Nick Madani
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Section A

1. Write your definition of imperialism. Then use this definition to argue that the conduct of American foreign relations between 1898 and 1902 was or was not imperialistic.

2. "One key to the nature of a reform movement is what it seeks to preserve." How does the Progressive reform movement of the early 20th century compare to this statement?

Imperialism is the intent to venture beyond the borders of a native country in pursuit of economic and social expansion. Since before the Civil War, Americans had looked beyond the borders of the country (specifically at the Caribbean) for lands worth conquering.  When it was clear that Canada was not to be had from Great Britain, the US looked longingly to the Southern continents for future investments.  In his 1896 campaign, William Mckinley emphasized specifically on economic expansion.       Between the years of 1898 and 1902, the United States demonstrated it's determination to expand into other territories and thus integrate both American social and economic ideals throughout foreign cultures. Frederick Jackson Turner, in the early 1890's, succinctly explained the need for American expansion as a prerequisite for the survival of democracy.  He emphasized the importance of the Western Frontier in allowing the American people to work and survive for themselves.  The untamed land, stretching for so many undiscovered miles was the perfect place for every man to earn his living honestly, to create what he was willing or what he wanted.  The steel bars of the Pacific and Atlantic Oceans were not going to stop American Democracy.         In 1898, the US annexed Hawaii.  That same year president Mckinley declared war on Spain in Cuba.  Although the Anti-Imperialist League was formed, (the traditional or conservative belief being that America should not intervene with foreign affairs), much of the country was eager to have revenge on Spain after the "accidental" destruction of the USS Maine in Havana Harbor, and the loss of a few American lives.   After only ten weeks, Teddy and the Rough Riders easily defeated Spain, calling it a "splendid little war."        If US investments in Cuba prior to the Spanish-American war ($5o million in sugar fields, tobacco plantations) set the stage for some imperialistic desires, the post-battle attitude and relatively easy victory in Cuba, was the catalyst for American Expansion into other Caribbean territories.  The Platt Amendment, with little inclusion of Cuban desires, basically gave the US control of much of Cuba's economy, and clarified any confusion about future Cuban foreign relation decisions:  Cuba was not to take part in any affairs that might negatively affect US investments in Cuba, and the US had the right (or the responsibility) to interfere at any time, if felt that intervention was needed.  Although the US "recognized" Cuba's freedom from Spain, it made an unmistakable point to make Cuba helpless at it's mercy.  In the following years the US would not hesitate to interfere with the fate of Puerto Rico, Guam, and the Virgin Islands.       In 1899, Secretary of State John Hay introduced the Open Door Policy that ensured the US to have equal access to the asian markets.  At the same time, the US was pursuing the Philippines.  Met with more resistance than originally expected, the pursuit of the Philippines turned out to be a bloody mess of guerilla warfare and Filipino humiliation.         Josiah Strong expressed to Americans "Imperialism of righteousness" and the "White man's burden."  He emphasized the duty of the anglo saxon race to go forth and fix the inferior, non-civilizations of the world.  Whites were the chosen race, and thus it was their duty to bring suffrage to an end and to spread Christianity.  The YMCA and the YWCA were both christian groups dedicated to the conversion of other races to christianity and they contributed to a feeling of need for US expansion.        Mckinley is assassinated in 1901. Teddy Roosevelt takes his place and introduces his "big stick" policy.  Adding his own corollary to the Monroe Doctrine, Theodore dubs the US as the "policeman of the Western Hemisphere,"  implying that it is our duty to protect and regulate business in the american continents.  Although he is not granted the rights to the Panama Canal until 1903, Teddy manages to effectively manipulate the Columbia-Panama relationship in order to get his canal, a feat which gives the US an unmistakable advantage between the two great oceans.  Greater Access = Greater Power.       The actions of the United States most clearly demonstrated an appetite for imperialism since the Civil War, and definitely between the years of 1898 and 1902 there were plenty of cases to solidify the claim that yes, America was interested in world economic superiority.  The Spanish-American War, consecutive wars with Caribbean cultures, annexation of Hawaii, the Open Door Policy, pursuit of South-american investments and control of the seas, and beliefs of anglo-saxon superiority detail America's exemplary role in Imperialism.
Section B

1. "The United states entered the First World War not ‘to make the world safe for democracy’ as President Wilson claimed, but to safeguard American economic interest."

Assess the validity of this statement.

2. The causes of the Great Depression are many, but the responses by President Hoover and the national leadership were few. Define "conservativism" according to Herbert Hoover. Did he remain true to its principles? What successful historical (conservative) precedents under the administrations of his Democratic AND Republican predecessors did he attempt to follow and why didn’t they produce similar results in the early 1930’s.

During the Great War, American trade rose in value from a matter of millions to a few billions.  Trade with the Allies (Great Britain, France, and Russia) created an economic boom in the states that was impossible to ignore.  The government was combining with big businesses and the United States was entering a period of massive production, the last days before the emerging of a mature (full blown) industrial revolution.  Wilson claimed to be interested in Democracy, surely he was, however he had the "morality complex."  Perhaps he should have just named it for what it was: Democracy, in the case of the United States, meant money.  Although the US claimed to be neutral in it's involvement with the Triple Entente and the Central Powers, it was soon evident that the Allies were benefitting significantly from United States production and the Triple Alliance was not.         When German submarines sank the Lusitania and killed some innocent passengers, President Wilson expressed his concern: he did not want US involvement, and lack of Cooperation by the Germans would eventually require exactly that.  And the day quickly came that Germany declared unrestricted submarine warfare against the triple entente. Of course the United States would continue to benefit from the mass destruction in central Europe.  With so many countries involved (Great Britain, France, Germany, Italy, Russia, Austria-Hungary, Serbia, even Belgium to an extent) the US was supplying everything for every one. When the US finally declared it's involvement on the behalf of the Allies in 1918 it was supplying most goods for the european countries,  even if it didn't have the markets of the central powers, the massive amounts of exports brought in much revenue.  Of course, the US war budget also escalated, from $1 billion in 1915 to about $20 billion in 1920, this was more incentive to get the Allies a victory and get paid back.       In his 14 points, Wilson strategically designs the formula that will ensure world peace, and economic domination for his country.  Yes, he was concerned with the fate of democracy and determined that he would see it prevail, however, in the end it all comes down to money.  The US was making a killing because of the war, and its involvement with the Allies would ensure a more beneficial economic return.      To keep the country on his side,  Wilson introduced the Committee for Public Interests.  Headed by chairman George Creel, the CPI was dedicated to the advancement of anti-German propaganda and aided in patriotic encouragement.  By the end of the war, the American people were exhausted by the war efforts, ready to stray from moralism, and jump into a new age of autos and play time.

