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Write your definition of imperialism. Then use this definition to argue that the conduct of American foreign relations between 1898 and 1902 was or was not imperialistic.

Imperailism is a nations need to become more than a nation, to become an empire and rule much territory overseas. America's foreign conduct between 1898 and 1902 was very much imperialstic. In 1898 the U.S. sought to christianize and reform just about every culture that was not white & protestant. Our need to expand and go forth to other countries began in 1890 with our "excess" problem. The U.S. was producing more than it could consume which resulted in a need to sell and trade on foreign markets. This is what began our imperialist indevors. Between 1890 and 1900 our exports tripled, this is a fact that makes it apparent that we began opening ourselves to the overseas markets. In 1898 Hawaii was annexed with significant help from the U.S. Then in 1900 Hawaii became a territory of the U.S. Exploitations of sugar plantations then became even more extreme than they had in the past, due to the fact that the U.S. now had territorial powers over Hawaii. In making Hawaii one of it's own the U.S. not only exploited it's industries but also tried to christianize the islands; as they also did with the Phillipines, Cuba, and the Native Americans. Christianizing is, and was, a major part of the imperalist role the U.S. was playing. Also in 1898 the U.S. went to war with Spain over the annexation and control of Cuba. In the short war between the U.S. and Spain much was won over by the U.S. Not only did Spain lose control of Cuba but the U.S. gained control of most Cuban resources. In fighting for Cuba's "freedom" the U.S. gained a protectorate, a definate sign of imperialism. In the Independance treaty of Cuba, which the Cubans were not officially allowed to partake in, the U.S. tightened there hold on Cuba's sugar plantations. The military saw that Cuba become a protectorate of the U.S. And the Platt amendment saw to it that: Cuba repay it's debts to the U.S., allow the millitary to have land for it's bases, Cuba was not allowed to sign any treaties that were detrimental to the U.S. and the U.S. was allowed to intervene in any of Cuba's affairs at any time. Another showing of America's imperialist actions was the war in the Phillipines. From 1897 thru 1902 the U.S. was at war with the Phillipines. Trying to take over their islands just like they had with Cuba. But the fillipinos tried to fight back. The U.S. wiped out the majority of the Fillipino population while trying to show them God and teach them better ways, western ways, to live their lives. If this is not imperialistic I don't know what is. Through 1898 and 1902 The U.S. was adiment about three things Business, Expansion, and Christianization...all resulting in one thing, Imperialism.

"The United states entered the First World War not ‘to make the world safe for democracy’ as President Wilson claimed, but to safeguard American economic interest."

Assess the validity of this statement.
Safe gaurding America's economic interests was simply a result of the U.S. entering WW1, not the intent of entering the war. To say that we went to war just to protect our own economic interest is just not true. The only reason we entered WW1 was to protect democracy. Wilson ran on the slogan, "He kept us out of war" so why would he want to go to war just to protect our economic interests? Wilson declared war because of what the German's were doing. If it hadn't been for their unrestrricted U-boat attacks, we most likely would have stayed out of the war. In 1915 the Germans attacked the Lusitania and in 1916 they attacked the Sussex, both ships that were carrying innocent American civilians. Many Americans were killed due to these attacks, so what choice did Wilson have but to retaliate and make the world safe for those that were innocent. Then of course there was the Zimmerman note, this did fuel the fire for Wilson to declare war but rightly so as the great nation that the U.S. had become it was only right to protect itself. Wilson put off war for a long time. And it was not like staying out of war was making the U.S. lose money, during the war our trade with the allies went from $24 million, to $3.2 billion in 2 years. We were in no way needing money, or needing to protect our "economic interests". The U.S. was very well off during wartime. Protecting our economic interests were just a side affect of going to war. Not the reason for going to war. Wilson did intend on fighting to make the world safe for democracy.

