Eisenhower and Foreign Policy
Foreign Policy

· Roll back 

· Massive retaliation

· The New Look

1955 Spirit of Geneva – a “thaw” 

Nikita Khruschev assumes power overhead
Stalinism denounced (1953 Stalin dies)

"peaceful coexistence"

1956 Hungary - revolts
1957 Sputnik - ideological victory see movie October Sky

1958 Cuba

Fidel Castro (communist) comes to power

***********

1959 Thaw #2 - Paris Peace Conference planned

1960 U-2 Spy Plane - Francis Gary Powers

Israel - Jews (see map)
“born” after WWII - 1948 independence

USA supports Israel

1955 Soviets switched support to Arabs

The Eisenhower Doctrine

Extended containment to the Middle East

Econ and milit assistance to any ME nation resisting aggression from U.S.S.R.
Vietnam

1954 Dien Bien Phu - battle

Ho Chi Minh/Viet Minh
vs.
French/U.S.

Geneva Accords -17th parallel

(like 38th parallel in Korea -SEE MAPS - Saigon & Hanoi)
Viet Cong – Vietnamese communists

* Problem of nationalism and Cold War 

Inability or reluctance to distinguish communism from nationalism at times.

Democratic coalition crumbled

NO Republican majority emerged to replace it

Eisenhower’s Dynamic Conservatism

Liberal = Humans (-------------------( Conservative  = Money

Conservative Philosophy = fiscal restraint, balanced budgets, and anti-communism

Income taxes 10%

Federal spending 10%

Interest rates  (to reduce inflation)

Credit tightened 
Federal Gov’t

State Gov’t

failed (civil rights, Federal Highway Act 1956)

 farmers price supports

*consumer America (paying the lowest $)
