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essay 1        Imperialism can be described as the expansion and domination  of a more powerful country over a smaller one.  Imperialism is not a new concept.  European countries have been conquering and converting other areas for hundreds of years.  Many portions of Asia and Africa have been literally diced up and passed out among the more powerful, primarily caucasion countries.  The American continents were initially founded as colonies of a greater empire and many natives were killed and left homeless.  Yet, despite it's beginnings and the American fight for independance from tyranny it too would follow in the footsteps of it's founding nation, just as a child imitates his father.        Towards the end of the 19th century, Americans began to itch for expansion.  They had conquered all the land from coast to coast and felt the need for more elbow room, despite the fact that many states had far more land than people already. Many American businessmen began buying land and investing in foreign trade in places like Cuba and Hawaii.           Emotional and religious concerns also played a large role in the development of imperialism in America.  The desire of caucasions to educate and Christianise foreign countries, known as the "White Man's Burdon", pushed Americans to develop missionary programs, and caused many to become concerned for the welfare of people in other countries.  The worlds fair was a definate example of this sentiment.        One example of imperialism in the US is the Spanish American War.  By the early 1890's American involvement in the Cuban economy became a major factor in it's well being.  Businessmen held large shares in it's sugar plantations and owned much of it's land.  When the Wilson-Gorman tariff was passed in 1894, decreasing Cuban imports to the US 50%, the Cuban ecconomy decreased setting the stage for a revolution.  Despite economic involvement in Cuba, the US tried to stay out of the conflict.  This became difficult, however when newspapers and magazenes began publishing articles desplaying the maltreatment of Cuban people by Spain.  In 1898 a newspaper published a letter written by a Spanish diplomat in Washington describing the president as "weak and oppertunistic" fanning the flame of sentiment for the Cuban revolutionists.  On February 15, 1898 a fire broke out on an American ship in a Cuban harbor claiming the lives of many Americans.  Outraged at the cost of American lives the people called for action, although the explosion had been found to be an accident.  The declaration of war with Spain was signed in April of that year after barely being passed by congress and after an amendment that promised not to take over Cuba.  After only 10 days of fighting, the war was all but over and America had won.  In the end only 400 American lives had been lost in battle and the president agreed that it had been a "Splended little war."           The success in Cuba only fanned the flame of imperialistic attitudes in the US.  Although he had promised not to increase the American empire in his inauguration speech Mckinley began to fix his eyes on the Philipeans.  They too were in the middle of gaining their freedom and initially welcomed US involvement, but by the end they would find that they had more than they bargained for.  The idea of the white man's ability of governing being supperior to others came about strongly during this time.  Many US officers were known to say they were, "just itching to get at the little niggers." and the behavior of soldiers caused many to hate Americans.  American had reached it's imperialistic peak.  By 1902, 4,300 US lives had been taken and conflict in some parts remained until the early 1930's.        The attitude of Imperialistic attitudes in America at the turn of the century can be summed up in the book "Expansion" by, Josiah Strong.  He wrote that freedom can only be found under the rule of law and because the white American had been found more capable of governing the non-whites of the world should subject themselves to American leadership.


essay 1        The great expanse of water between North America an Europe has always caused a feeling of isolationism, and for a long time Americans did not want to involve themselves in the disputes of other countries.  If the US remained nutral it was in a better position economically.  The outbreak of World War I gave the US a chance to grow economically.  Both sides needed supplies and the US was willing to trade openly with them.  Wilson gave a speech urging Americans to be "impartial in thought and action." This sounds like a grand idea but it is not the way things happened.          During the war years American exports grew exponentially.  the economy was booming and developments in agriculture and industry caused production to rise supstantially.  Things were going well but they would soon go sour.  Although the US had claimed to be impartial in trade British ships began to hijack ships trading with Germany, cutting off their supplies.  This was against the rules yet the US did nothing about it.  On May 7th, 1915 an American passenger ship the Lusitania was sunk by German submarines and 128 American passengers died.  This caused an outroar in the US as Americans demanded revenge for this loss, despite that fact that the ship had been carrying war cargo and the passengers had been warned ahead of time that the ship would be traveling in the war zone.  In 1917 Germany gave up trying to distinguish between war ships and passenger ships and decided on unrestricted submarine warfare.   Trade with Germany ceased later that year and rising sentiment for the Allied forces increased.          On March 1, 1917 the Zimmerman note was found, proving the attempt on Germany's part of building an alliance with Mexico promising retribution for all the land taken from them by the US.  According to the note, Mexico was to wage war with the US in order to destract them from the conflict in Europe.  This outraged many Americans and they began to cry out for war.  On April 6, 1917 the declaration of war on Germany an it's allies was signed bringing the US into what would be known as The Great War.       The question to consider is why the US became involved in this war accross the seas.  It all boils down to pride and propaganda.  The nutrality of the US in the beginning of the war caused a major boost in the economy and pulled it into what would be known as the roaring 20's.  More profit was made by the lack of involvement in the war than from the favorable outcome and without the loss of life.  The US did not join for profit they joined because American values were being put to the test.   The press played a significant role in this.  Facts were being distorted to seem favorable for England, and when the Zimmerman note was published Americans became outraged at the underhanded act.  Germany never had the chance.  If The US had been "impartial in thought and action" as Wilson claimed to be, maybe it never would have gotten involved in the war at all.  Maybe the entire second world war could have been avoided if America had played nice with the other children.
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Imperialism is extending the power of ones own country by direct territorial gain or by indirect control over the political or economic life of other areas.  Acoording to this definition of Imperialism, American foreign relations wer imperialistic in the time of 1898 to 1902.  On July 7, 1898 Hawaii was annexed into the United States.  This was "after a century of economic penetration and diplomatic manuever."  In 1820 American Missionaries went to Hawaii to to convert the people to christians.  By 1875 US corporations controlled the sugar trade with Hawaii which was one of its leading exports.  In 1887 the US built a naval base in Pearl Harbor and the united states was making itself known among the Hawaiians.  Hawaii was about to take a huge political turn.  American planters overthrew a weak king and Hawaii was officially a protectorate of the United States.  In 1900 Hawaii became American territory  without the consultation of the native peoples of the island.  This is one example of the United States using imperialistic ways to gain control and extend its power.      The Open Door Policy of 1899 said that the "United States enjoyed the right to advance its commercial interests anywhere in the world".  By the 1890's America held nearly $50 million worth of property in Cuba. On April 29, 1898 war was officially declared on Spain.  When the short war was over America tightened its hold on sugar plantations just as they had with Hawaii.  When the war was over Cuba was a protectorate of the united states and under the Platt Amendment in 1903, Cuba was to provide land for American bases, national revenue to pay back debt to america, they were to sign no treaty that would be harmful to the US, and it had to allow the US to interviene at anytime to protect its interests at hand.      During the Spanish American War the United States also provoked war with the Phillipines.  It also took seige of them until 1946.        These are all prime examples of the relation between the United States and its foreign powers being imperialistic.  The US expanded its power by taking either direct control over a territory, or by taking indirect control over the political and economic life of another area.


Woodrow Wilson took office in 1913.  He was a self-proclaimed millionaire and a self-sufficient man.  It was not long after he entered office that he faced disaster.  World War One had broken out in faraway Europe.  Being a self-made millionaire himself one of Wilsons number one goals was to safeguard American economic interests.  Economic expansion was the United States driving force.  Wilson believed that foreign investments and industrial exports were the key to success of nation.  This alone is a key indicator that Wilson was looking out for the American economic interest.  He believed that the United States supreme industrial efficiency could power over world commerce.  This is what led up to the Open Door Policy.  In 1914 he gave a proclamation of neutrality and asked that Americans remain impartial in thought and deed.  The United States had economic ties with both the Allies(Great Britain, France, Russia) and the Central Powers(Germany, Austria-Hungary, Italy).  This made it hard for the US to remain neutral due to Germany putting up a naval blockade making commerce with them stop.  The US continued trade with the Allies and the United States trade ecanomy flourished.  The Germans then started in with the Submarine Warfare.  They ended up taking out ships with American citizens on them and after battles back and forth about it President Wilson ended neutrality.  On April 2 Wilson made a statement ending neutrality and declared war on the Central Powers.  He said that we need to make the world safe for democracy.  Even with this said, the interest of the economic stability was still of utmost importance.  During the time of the war, jobs and economy boomed.  From 1914 to 1916, Ford increased its workforce from 32,000 workers to 48,000.  General Motors increased from 10,000 to 50,000.  The Capital Expenditure in United States manufacturing went from $600 million in 1915 to $2.5 billion in 1918.  Corporate profits went up three times in 1914 to 1919.  Farm production saw a 20%to 30% increase during this time.  Things were going well as far as the economic standings.  America was making a general movement towards corporatism in American business.      Even though America entered the first World war to make the world safe for democracy as President Wilson stated, It also had its own economic interests in mind.  It knew or the possible economic gains associated with such situations and these were not simply swept under the rug.


