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Civil Rights Activists Comparison


Martin Luther King and Stokely Carmichael were both civil right activists.  In the minds of many people both were considered to be extremists also.  Although it was not said that Stokely neither denied nor confirmed this, Martin Luther joked about the statement.  In a speech Martin Luther quipped, “Was Jesus not an extremist in love? “Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, pray for them that despitfully use you.” Was Abraham Lincoln an extremist- “This nation cannot survive half slave and half free.””  Although these man were very different in many ways, both of these men stood for the rights of African Americans, the right to vote, the right to be free, and the right to be equal.


Martin Luther King was in favor of non-violent civil rights protests.  He often withstood mistreatment and police brutality along with many of his followers.  When the abuse took place, he never fought back with violence only with peaceful words.  Instead of lashing out, he chose to form groups that held marches and public speeches.  Martin was a very inspiring person to the black society.  Stokely Carmichael had a very different stance on the topics at hand, than Martin Luther King.  He was a very angry man, and was angered when the African Americans were struck or held down during the peace marches.  He felt that the peaceful works and marches had been long since overdone.  The African Americans were in a weakened state and needed to achieve political power to strengthen the black society.  

Carmichael wanted to gain political power by including African Americans in the political parties such as congress, law enforcement, agricultural boards, and local school boards.


Martin Luther King was a very religious man in his home life, work and in his fight for Civil Rights equality.  During many of Martin Luther King’s speeches he often referred back to the bible for his words of peace.  He felt that the African American community needed to rise up and do something for themselves to change the world around them.  In Stokely Carmichael’s speeches it is apparent that he expected the white population to accommodate the African Americans in their ways and beliefs.  He did not promote a religious viewpoint, rather he spoke in political terms to make the African Americans understand what being a part of the political world would bring for them.  


Martin Luther King and Stokely Carmichael, two very different men yearning for the same dream.  Every aspect of these two civil rights activists were different in some way, shape or form.  Martin Luther King wanted respect and dignity for the African American society, and took the peace-promoting path to try and achieve this.  Stokely Carmichael wanted to gain political power in the communities to better the lives of everyone.  Stokely however did not take the path chosen by Martin Luther King, rather he chose violence and intimidation to gain progress in the political arena.  Both men were considered extremists, only both of them were on different ends of the spectrum.   
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