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In Clark Clifford’s letter to President Truman describing his thoughts on how to handle the communist situation that surfaced after World War II, he states that the way to control the situation under ideal circumstances would just be to talk to the Soviets.  If their leaders would see there was no justification for a war between the United States and the USSR and, furthermore, that by pursuing the build-up of arms and imperialistic tendencies, they were actually putting the USSR at risk.  Clifford acknowledges, however, that such a “peace talk” would only work in a fairytale.  As a result of that reality, he says that the best thing to do is to further arm ourselves and thus, to show the Soviets how ominous an enemy the United States could be.  Specifically, Clifford urged the continued expansion of nuclear and biological weapons.  This is where the arms race began.  The Soviets were expanding their army and their atomic and biological weapons.  The United States could not let Russia have more military power than they had therefore, according to Clifford, the U.S. should develop bigger and better weapons.  


President Truman took a little different stance on how the United States should deal with the threat of communism, and subsequently the threat of Russia.  Truman argues in his speech to Congress in 1947 that the best way to keep Russia subdued was by giving aid to other countries that were trying to resist Russia.  He maintains the best way to aid such countries to resist Russia is by making them self-sufficient.  An example given by Truman is the granting of loans to the countries that were trying to resist communism.  In addition to monetary aid, continues Truman, the U.S. should also send troops to the smaller nations unable to defend themselves against the onslaught of Soviet/Communistic imperialism.  Truman went before Congress to ask for $400,000,000 in aid for Greece and Turkey alone.  The justification for this large request played on the feelings of Americans in the immediate post-WWII era.  Truman argued that the $341,000,000,000, the U.S. spent in rescuing the world from Naziism and Japanese aggression should be thought of as an investment in the stability of a new world, and that it would be squandered if the Western powers and particularly the United States did not continue to defend the ideals of peace.  Truman felt that by aiding other counties we would form alliances with other nations and in that way we would also be building our military powers.  This would also discourage Russia form trying to go to war with the U.S.


Joseph McCarthy had a different and much more radical view of communism than Clifford and Truman had.  McCarthy thought that the war on communism should be fought in the U.S.  “”’When a great democracy is destroyed, it will not be because of enemies from without, but rather because of enemies from within.’”  He said that he had a list with 57 names of people in the U.S. government that were active card holders or believed in communism or, at the very least, somehow aided in the spread of communism.  McCarthy was the one that initiated committees that would try government employees to see if they were communists or not.  The remarkable difference between the ideas presented in McCarthy’s speech in 1950 and those from the previously mentioned persons is that McCarthy’s focus was on communism in the United States.  He did not say anything about what had to be done to control Russia, he just thought that in order to control communism we could not have any communist in the U.S.   


Clifford, Truman, and McCarthy all acknowledged that the United States was involved in a “cold war” against Communism.  At the same time they all thought that there were different ways that the United States should deal with it.  All of these men on a spectrum were clearly to the political “right” of communism, but some were further right than others.  Truman seemed to be the furthest to the left out of the three men, arguing for relatively peaceful solutions to the growing problem such as helping small countries in the battle against Communism.  Clifford would be considered in the middle of the three, arguing that peaceful solutions would be best but that the United States should build a powerful arsenal “just in case”.  His mindset was much more military inclined but acknowledged that peace would be ideal.  McCarthy would have to be the farthest to the right.  McCarthy didn’t limit his attacks to the Russians or the idea of a Soviet invasion. He was going after Americans that perhaps had the same beliefs that the Russians had.  His great fear was not solely in the development of a strong military force which might threaten America but rather in the alleged thoughts of law-abiding American citizens.         
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