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Prior to World War II, and the Cold War, anti-communism was the only option for a person to be a loyal citizen of the United States.  The country was infected with something similar to a virus, Communism.  Just as any other virus the only logical course of action was to attack communism with everything and anything possible.  Three Nationalist leaders, Clark Clifford, Harry S. Truman and Joseph McCarthy played a major role in the fight against communism.  Each armed with a different view on how to attack.  McCarthy taking radical action who “Injected a new level of intensity and hysteria into the debate over the communist threat.” (p. 393), down to a more democratic approach by Truman who formulated a doctrine offering important suggestions to aid in the fight against communism.  Also clarck Clifford who suggested to always keep the guard up of the United States, in case of what the USSR called war against capitalist nations that was inevitable.


Clark Clifford said “The most obvious threat to American security is the growing ability of the USSR to wage an offensive war against the United States.”  (p. 379)  He proposed that the United States should not let there guard down because they are a target for the USSR.  “In addition to maintaining our strength, the United States should support and assist all democratic countries which are in any way menaced or endangered by the USSR.”  (p. 380)
  Clifford also proposes the idea that the United States must provide aid of all kinds to these endangered countries.  If nothing is done for them they will not have enough strength to fight off communism, it will be forced upon them, thereby spreading communism to countries in which the US cannot offoard to lose.


Another man named Harry S. Truman felt a bit more strongly about communism.  He proposed a doctrine before a joint session of congress regarding anti-communism.  Much like Clifford he supported giving aid to countries susceptible communism, but not only did he support it, he requested it.  His doctrine asked for major aid to Greece and Turkey, for they were about to be cut off from Great Britain who had been giving them aid.  He stated “As in the case of Greece, if turkey is to have the assistance it needs, the united states must suplly it.”  (p. 383)  Truman also proposed establishing the United Nations which would unite nations and support freedom within it’s members.  Truman truly believed in making your own destiny, and strongly supported freedom.


Joseph McCarthy, another supporter of freedom, as well as a passionate believer of anti-communism.  McCarthy seemed to take more of a radical approach in fighting communism.  He looked deep into the problem, bringing to light terrifying statistics regarding communism.  “In other words, in less that six years the odds have changed from 9 to 1 in our favor to 8 and 5 against us.  This indicates the swiftness of the tempo of communist victories and American defeats in the Cold War.” (p. 393)  McCarthy took action by scaring his audience.  His ideas were less proposed, his actions more taken.  “I have in my hands 57 cases of individuals who would appear to be card carrying members or certainly loyal to the communist party, but who nevertheless are still helping to shape our foreign policy.” (p. 393)  McCarthy stood up and spoke with passion.


The views that were proposed and the actions taken by these three men have been clearly stated throughout this response, but by comparing the three, and placing them on a spectrum they are all obviously anti-Communist.  But exactly how far to the right side of the spectrum are they?  Although Clark Clifford would be on the right side of the spectrum, out of the three he would be farthest to the left.  His ideas were good and meaningful, but he more or less stated the obvious.  Truman on the other hand would be in the middle of the three.  He begins to try and make something happen by taking action and asking congress for 400,000,000 dollars to help Greece and Turkey.  And last but not least, Joseph McCarthy.  McCarthy would be all the way to the right, making him the most anti of the three.  He speaks with passion and uses effective tactics such as “Injecting hysteria” to his audience.  All of these nationalist leaders played a huge role in fighting communism, and on a spectrum it is obvious that, Clifford would be farthest left, Truman would be in the middle and McCarthy would be as far right as possible.

