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Being anti-Communist is not just a state of mind.  In the 1940s and ‘50s red was the most feared and popular color of the times.  Unfortunately the “Red Scare” was an all-too-real consequence of WWII.


One view from a memorandum written by Clark Clifford, White House Special Council, and reflecting the feelings of other government officials, was addressed to President Harry Truman in 1946.  The expression was one of fear and concern that the Soviet Union was going to attack the United States of America.  Clifford stated that the foreign policy of the Soviet government was to build up military strength and European influence in order to prepare for the “inevitable” war with capitalistic nations.  Clifford also wrote that if the United States ensured trade and economic opportunities, personal freedom, and social equality of the free and independent nations in Europe, it may well confine the Soviet influence to its present area.  Clifford called for a show of military power and stability to prevent their fall under the force of the Soviet sphere.  On a spectrum where communism is on the left and Democracy on the right, Clifford’s views of military power preventing a war:    

Communism
         X
Democracy

The mark is close to center because this view was one and the same as the Soviets.  Perhaps as the only great Communist nation in the world threatened with being overthrown, the Soviet Union was merely evening up the balance of power.


Another view was forthcoming from The Truman Doctrine of 1947.  Like in the previous view, Truman stressed a need for stable democracies in Europe.  While Clifford only mentioned financial assistance to the countries that wished to remain non-Communist, Truman put forth a dollar amount of 400 billion and targeted the two main countries of Greece and Turkey for U.S. aid.  He stated that their location to one another was vital to their protection from Soviet aggression.  Truman also stated that helping free nations to remain free was part of the United States foreign policy, while not to would jeopardize U.S. national security.  Truman saw communism as a totalitarian regime and, because of the United States’ leading role in the establishment of the United Nations, it is the United States’ duty to “keep the peace” in Europe.  He sees the disruption in Greece and Turkey as Soviet coercion and communistic political infiltration.  He defends the rights of free peoples to remain independent, and also suggests that if these two countries fall under the control of communism, there would be great difficulties for the rest of the world’s free nations to remain free.  Truman portrays communism as an “evil thing” preying on the misery and want of others and growing where all hope is lost.  He believes that the United States can give hope to all the world’s freedom-seeking peoples.  On a spectrum of good and ‘evil’, Democracy being good, this view is:

Communism Evil  
X      Democracy Good
The mark is on the right side of the spectrum because the mention of terror, coercion, and oppression to describe communism makes the side of Democracy look real good.


The last view to be looked at is from Joseph McCarthy and his speech at Wheeling, West Virginia, in 1950.  Already certain alliances had been established in Europe, money had been spent and reparations were under way.  There was a lull about the American people and they were watching and waiting while both Russia and the United States built an arsenal of atomic weapons.  The atmosphere was ripe for panic and mass distrust.  The enemy was clearly pointed out to be the U.S.S.R. and it’s communistic power.  Joseph McCarthy highlighted the Red Scare and the mistrust Americans had when he proclaimed that the State Department was infested with Communists.  He told Americans that communists outnumber them 8 to 5.  McCarthy blatantly accused the Secretary of State a sympathizer to the Communist movement and traitor by association.  He viewed communism as an atheistic evil, and blasphemous indignation to the American people and suggested Americans were too apathetic and weak to prevent infiltration of communistic influence.  On a spectrum of “good” and “evil” with democracy being good, McCarthy’s view belonged on the extreme right:

                            Communism Evil
            
             Good Democracy           X


McCarthy provoked a “witch hunt” and found enormous support from the American people.  His outcry of treachery was not proven, but was enough to start a nationwide search for “un- Americans”.  People had to sign loyalty documents and there were mass investigations of government workers, university scholars and teachers, as well as the executive branch of the United States.  Joseph McCarthy demanded action and he slurred many with accusations and lies.  He was finally censured in 1954.


The fever that swept through the United States was profound and the views expressed show great concern for freedom of independent nations as well as national security on the more personal level.  The push by these leaders of office set forth a new policy both abroad and at home.

