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McCarthy        Clifford-Truman

The Cold War was a time of suspicion, arms race, and anti-Communist attributes.  The politicians were in constant flux to decide what to do to defend communism.  Clark Clifford wrote a memo to President Truman, denoting certain points that he thought Truman should consider.  The Soviets greatest threat to the United States was the ability to “wage an offensive war against the U.S.”(Clifford).  This had never been done before, the U.S., in past history, always waged the offensive war.   Until Pearl Harbor the U.S. had never been struck so close to home.  Clifford believed that we must keep the military strong, but use the armed forces as a last resort.  He believed that “the United States should support and assist all democratic countries which are in any way menaced or endangered by the USSR.”  Instead of a straight attack on USSR, let the U.S. wage an economic war against the USSR, and block everything that would feed the “Soviet sphere.”  Truman used these ideas from Clifford to appeal to Congress for $400 million in foreign aid to governments to Greece and Turkey.  Along with Clifford, the Truman Doctrine should implement all necessary aid to Greece and Turkey to permit possible spread of communism to these countries.  Due to the location of these countries to the USSR, spread of power could be easily accomplished.  Truman told Congress, Great Britain could not give the appropriate aid to Greece and Turkey anymore and that “we are the only country able to provide help.”(Truman).  As the political spectrum shows, Clifford and Truman, lie along the same area helping each other to create the Truman Doctrine.  This doctrine allowed aid to these countries, applying the notion that if these countries had the money and necessities to stop the spread of communism, then other countries in Europe could unite against the USSR and defend any attacks of communism.  As the spectrum portrays, Clifford and Truman remained on the Liberal, but slightly Conservative side of the spectrum, due to their Cold Warrior beliefs.  

    Joseph McCarthy is the most radical anti-Communist politician to get any sort of recognition.  In one of his speeches he accused 57 politicians that helped create our foreign policy as card holding Communist.  He never came up with this list for anyone else to view, but it gave him the national publicity to spread his word of destruction of the communism.  He believed that, “When a great democracy is destroyed, it will not be because of enemies from without, but rather because of enemies from within.” (McCarthy).  McCarthy put the Cold War as a war between “communistic atheism and Christianity” making this not only a political war, but also a religious war.  This sparked his popularity, because it his people at home with the religious comparison.  He put his radical Republican beliefs in words to create a good against evil religious relationship.  Clifford and Truman’s ideas for destruction of the communist régime were along the lines of prevention of economic growth by control of trade and commerce to the USSR.  McCarthy’s believed that before we could stop the spread of communism, we must destroy anything and anyone that is associated with the communist party within the United States, then we can proceed to demolish communism in a foreign political way.  

    As history has shown the more reasonable location on the spectrum, Liberal with some Conservative attributes, persuades a more realistic approach to ending the spread of Communism.  McCarthy’s radical location sparks interest at first, but then looses its demeanor when the nation realizes that his methods are incomprehensible, and insufficient towards the prevention of communism spreading.

