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            The greatest underlying philosophical differences between the Republican Party and the Democratic Party concerning the needs of Americans during the depression have to do with budgeting and finding jobs for the unemployed.  The Republican party wanted a society that worked hard with little government interference and the Democratic party supported hard work with many new government regulations and relief programs.  Both parties wanted to raise the economic status of the United States and both had different ideas about how to solve the nations worst problems.

            Two key topics on which the sides differed in opinions was how to balance the budget and help starving Americans who were out of jobs.  Republicans wanted to balance the budget by cutting government spending and giving tax breaks to the wealthy, whose money would then trickle down to the needy.  Republicans favored putting people to work in the agriculture and industry businesses, increasing production in order to increase consumption, while the Democrats thought that creating scarcity would raise prices of goods and increase profits to the workers so that they could then be consumers.  Democrats thought that relief packages given to families and domestic workers and subsidies given to farmers would stimulate the economy.  Republicans believed relief efforts should be put back in the hands of non-political community agencies and that Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal actually was a dishonor for the American people.

            Another major issue that the two groups were divided on was the idea of creating new governmental regulations.  In the 1930’s, President Roosevelt implemented many new agencies that regulated everything form agriculture, industry, banks and the stock market to utilities and transportation.  He wanted the government to oversee private businesses in order to keep them well regulated.  Republicans didn’t like that idea and wished that the government would stay out of private payrolls, except they did endorse the regulation of utilities and banks.  Mostly, the Republican Party thought that the government employees should not have final authority over the labor industry and that local and self-governments proved better than handed down governmental bureaucracy.  Democrats accepted and thought well of the Social Security Administration and the Unemployment Department while Republicans thought that neither would work because they didn’t benefit agricultural, domestic and self-employed workers enough.  Also, Republicans pointed out that the funds being collected through taxes were not being spent to pay the Social Security and Unemployment Insurance beneficiaries.

            Although the two parties each definitely had their own opinions about what Americans needed, they did agree on a few issues.  Both believed in supporting the restoration of jobs, although they disagreed on the ways to solve the problem, and they both supported federal grants while the need was present.  They also agreed on the importance of protecting labor unions and their rights to organize and bargain with their employers.  Finally, both Republicans and Democrats wanted to close sweatshops and ban child labor.

            As you can see, in the past, Democrats and Republicans have had extremely different views on how the world should be run and what Americans truly needed.  Democrats seem to stay more progressive in their tendencies, wanting reform, relief packages and new regulating agencies, while Republicans clutched to traditional values and ways of life, asking for less governmental regulation and taxation.  Historically, Democrats should be viewed swinging between liberal to mid-liberal and Republicans should be seen as mid-liberal on occasions to staunch conservatives for the most part.
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