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All of these Primary source documents are dealing with the same topic; “Bettering the lives of Blacks in America, especially in the South”. Booker T. Washington’s take on the situation is that Americans need to start helping educate the African-Americans and help them get to a place where they can effectively help the nation in all aspects.  Ida Wells took a little different approach, and that was more illustrating how life was, and how life is still, for the Southern African-Americans.  She asks for unity as Americans not as Blacks or Whites.  She asks the government to step in and stop these horrific crimes that the southern men are doing to the mostly innocent blacks.  Thirdly, The Niagara Movement was a very influential piece that, demanded equality, in every aspect of life for the African-Americans, detailing each individual aspect of their lives and how it is sub par from that of their predecessors, the white man.

All of these primary source documents are for good cause, towards the African-Americans, however Booker T. and the Niagara Movement were more thinking of the positive aspects of  cultural betterment, while Ida Wells was more radical, on how she went about getting her point across.  For instance Booker T. Washington said “One third or the South is of Negro race… We shall constitute one third and more of the ignorance and crime of the South, or one-third its intelligence and progress; we shall contribute one-third the business and industrial prosperity of  the South…” Here he is trying to say that whether or not you or Black or White, should not matter the Negroes as he puts it are one third the population so in turn they should get the opportunity to have one-third the stakes in the land.  He also mentioned that they would also be one-third the crime. Here is trying to say that  they are better or worse but they are equals, which to his listeners this puts trust in a guy that can speak the truth without misrepresentation. 
Ida Wells’ approach was a little more rash, and looking at the negative side of the spectrum.  Whites undoubtedly did horrific things to innocent Blacks for years after they obtained their freedom, Ida mentioned the three excuses the Whites used in their defense for their barbaric behavior; 1) “Race Riots” (which were never really proven that there were any riots) 2)Negroes right to Franchise, and the third reason 3)Charging Blacks for Raping White women. (Which most know was a false accusation, because the White man couldn’t see how a white woman would ever be willingly in contact with a black man.)

At the end of the passage from Ida Wells it was clear that all she wanted from the Whites was the respect, gratitude and protection from the country, using these examples she can get horrific pictures in her listeners eyes then make them realize that it can change, but there has to be an effort from all parties throughout the country not just in the South, but especially in the South.


Lastly the Niagara Movement, which was a very positive document, requesting the essentials any man, women, child, of any race creed or color should have, and that was the right to be treated equal as the rest of the country.  In short the authors went through systematically and went through every aspect of their lives where they were being unfairly treated, and deemed it worthy to have it change for the better.  Some of the more important aspects were; Economic Opportunity, Courts, Public opinion, Health, Oppression, to name a few.  Their tone was similar to that of Booker T. in my eyes because they are putting out the facts outright without making the opposing side feel threatened or defensive, they merely want the rights of the whites, because logically that is the way it should be. However back then did not have the same mind set as we do now, but they got their point across and are now on the up-and-up.

In closing all of these primary source documents were for the same goal, and that was for the better treatment of the Blacks, in America, they all had the same objective, however each had their own way of getting their point across effectively.

As a side note I just want to say that I admire Booker T. Washington and Ida Wells, for having the guts to go against White America to get what they deserve especially in those times. Before I read these PSD I only knew Booker T. to be some professional wrestler, which is a horrible representation of an amazing man.

