3. Escalation in Vietnam sapped the economy and alienated large segments of the population. 

a) The Tonkin Gulf Resolution gave Johnson authority to implement "all necessary measures" in Vietnam. 

i. Advisers offered conflicting views. Some supported escalation, but others warned that such would bring defeat. 

ii. Johnson, worried about domestic fallout were he to "look soft," and convinced that the fall of South Vietnam might produce a "domino effect," chose escalation. 

b) The war grew ever more intense throughout 1965, as bombing campaigns widened, and ground troops arrived in quantity. 

i. William Westmoreland's "search and destroy" strategy turned Vietnam into a war of attrition. 

ii. The extent of destruction caused by American forces gave the communists a huge propaganda advantage. 

c) In the early years of the war, the media did not encourage much criticism. Later news coverage helped turn viewers against the war. 

4. Millions joined the opposition to the war in Southeast Asia. 

a) During the early 1960s, many college students became part of a new political caucus known as the "New Left." 

i. They addressed a diversity of issues, ranging from racial concerns to antiquated dormitory restrictions (in loco parentis) 

ii. By 1966, the war in Vietnam had come to dominate the agenda of the student protesters. 

b) Supporters of the "Counterculture" ridiculed traditional attitudes on clothing, hair styles, and sexuality, dabbled with drugs, and further popularized rock-and-roll music. 

c) Malcolm X preached a message fundamentally different than traditional civil rights activists, giving rise to the "Black Power" movement. 

i. Supporters stress the movement's emphasis on racial pride and self-reliance. 

ii. Critics denounce its rejection of the gradual, non-violent methods of Martin Luther King. 

d) The Tet Offensive of 1968, though a tactical defeat for the communists, was a political catastrophe to Johnson, as it challenged claims of imminent American victory, creating a huge "credibility gap." 

e) 1968 witnessed even more violence at home. 

i. In April, Martin Luther King was assassinated in Memphis. His death sparked racial violence in more than one hundred cities. 

ii. In June, Democratic presidential candidate Robert Kennedy was assassinated in Los Angeles. 

iii. Late that summer, violence erupted between demonstrators and police outside the Democratic National convention in what became known as the "siege of Chicago" 

f) Richard Nixon captured the Election of 1968 for the Republicans, defeating both Hubert Humphrey and George Wallace. 

5. Richard Nixon's comeback in 1968 was quite amazing. The "New Nixon," however, proved even more controversial than the old. 

a) Nixon's presidency witnessed increasing economic problems, typified by "stagflation," in which unemployment and inflation both steadily rose. 

b) Nixon did expand some existing social programs, including Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid, but his Nixon's proposal for welfare reform, failed to garner Congressional support. 

c) The Nixon administration inherited ongoing controversies and witnessed new ones over defining basic rights. 

i. The most emotional cases involved persons accused of violent crime such as Miranda v. Arizona. 

ii. The women's movement pushed for its own rights issues, ultimately failing to pass an Equal Rights amendment, but securing a woman's right to abortion in Roe v. Wade. 

6. Under the leadership of Henry Kissenger, the Nixon administration pursued a foreign policy which sought detente with the communist powers and disengagement from the Vietnam war. 

a) The signing of SALT I and Nixon's 1972 visit to China epitomize the tension-reducing policy known as detente. 

b) The goal of Vietnamization was to withdraw American ground troops yet achieve a diplomatic settlement which avoided any onus of defeat. 

i. While officially seeking withdrawal, the Nixon administration launched air strikes into Cambodia, destabilizing that nation and sparking much protest. Intensified bombing campaigns further aroused domestic ire. 

ii. In January, 1973, the United States and North Vietnam signed the Paris Accord that provided for withdrawal of US troops. 

c) Two years later a communist offensive put an end to South Vietnam. 

d) Americans have since struggled to explain the loss in Vietnam. Regardless of explanations and moral stances, most Americans have come to agree that there should be "no more Vietnams." 

e) The Nixon Doctrine relied on anticommunist allies to police their own regions, often without regard to the repressive nature of some regimes. 

7. Nixon's administration ultimately collapsed amidst a series of illegalities brought on by the president's paranoia. Most notable among them was Watergate. 

a) Nixon won an overwhelming reelection in 1972 over the ultra-liberal George McGovern. 

b) In achieving victory, however, Nixon's team left a trail of corruption, most notably a bungled eavesdropping operation at the Democratic Party headquarters in the Watergate office complex. 

i. Reporters from the Washington Post, Judge John Sirica, and Senate leaders investigated the "burglary," uncovering many illegal activities committed by administration employees. 

ii. Some of Nixon's closest aides, notably gave testimony which linked the President himself to the illegal activities and cover-up. 

c) The House Judiciary Committee voted three formal articles of impeachment against the president in July, 1974. 

i. On August 8, Nixon announced his resignation. 

ii. Most people in 1974 regarded Watergate as a grave crises, but over time such intensity has faded. 

iii. Watergate now seems but another sordid example of routine political corruption, rather than a serious constitutional crisis. 

American Album: Images that Shocked 

Conclusion: The era of America's longest war was a time of high political passion and generational and racial conflict. Failures of both the Great Society and the war shaped the fault lines of politics for years to come, and created a pronounced cynicism and distrust of "big government." 

