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Primary Source Document 4


The primary source document 28.5 is a letter written by Martin Luther King Jr. while he was in jail in Birmingham, Alabama.  He addresses the fact that none of their protests have worked so far and that they are inching along very slowly.  He states in this letter that he encourages his follower to obey the laws that are “just” and to disobey those that are “unjust”.  King used civil disobedience to try to gain equality for the blacks.  These tactics included things such as sit-ins, boycotts, and marches.  However, pretty much all these tactics ever did was make the “white” population angry and upset.  Then the protestors would have to deal with the brutality that followed.  He also wanted whites and blacks to be united.  To become one group of people, living in one nation, to become integrated.


The primary source document 29.4 is an essay written by Stokely Carmichael, a man that was part of the SNCC, in 1966.  He believed that the civil disobedience tactics being used by King were getting the movement for civil rights no where and that all they were accomplishing was getting beaten people.  His idea was to gain “black power”.  He wanted people to elevate into positions of power within their communities and states.   He wanted them to be on farm boards, school boards, become tax assessor, etc.  He also believed that the country didn’t need to integrate it needed to be completely re-built.  The issue of integration didn’t deal with the poverty that Black Americans were facing at the time.  He saw that the issues that faced the Blacks wasn’t just the issue of color but also the issue of poverty that was created by the stigma of being “black”.


When placed on a spectrum Martin Luther King Jr. should be placed closer to the left than Stokely Carmichael.  The reasons being this.  King sought to gain equality through ways that weren’t always legal.  Breaking the law was okay with him, if it was an “unjust” law.  Carmichael took the stance that those displays of civil disobedience were getting them nowhere and what really needed to happen was that Black people needed to stand up and go out and join the community instead of sitting waiting for the policies to change they needed to go out and change them themselves.  This idea is much less radical, than that of King’s, breaking laws to get what you want.  Carmichaels idea is also one of self help.  If you want it then go get it, don’t expect it to be handed to you on a silver platter. 

