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There is an evidenced long-standing historical trend towards a pendulum style shifting between established patterns and dogmatisms. The son chooses a course different from that of his father, when it comes time to make decisions it is a point of little debate that perhaps as a deep seated act of rebellion the choices made will be almost the opposite of those of our forefathers. This is tradition, this is practice, this is reality. We can follow this change of standards and ideals even through the social justice movement throughout the United States that was started with Martin Luther King Jr.
Martin Luther King Jr. is a great man (speaking as I am from the perspective of an eighteen-year-old removed by nearly two generations from the segregation movement.) He was the son of a Baptist minister, well educated and capable of voicing his opinions with fervor and passion, and perhaps most importantly he had the ability to appeal to the liberal white population. The use of "nonviolent campaign" was the tool that he chose to use. When facing brutality in Burmingham he went to the hearts and souls of the US by graphically illustrating the brutality with which the black man was treated in the South. His actions were oriented towards the emotions of the masses and the political mainstream in hope of change. While he sought change he was not what would be considered liberal. He did not seek fundamental change within the United States; instead he sought equality of the laws which were the basis of the states.

With Martin Luther King Jr. as the previous generation, the Black Pantherís, established by Huey P. Newton, can be seen as the next. The black panthers focus changed from that of the liberal white citizens to the disenfranchised black youth. This change took several elements into consideration. First instead of nonviolent protest it became armed self defense. Where it had been the college students performing sit-inís it became armed black youths wearing black leather jackets and affecting a paramilitary style that was the new form of protest. Action through law became action through self. Which in the end could explain why the Black Panthers were defeated. This urge to a military and violent norm seems to show a decisive swing towards a more liberal mindset within the black revolutionary leaders of the time. Do not mistakenly assume though that the Black Pantherís did nothing to help out the established black citizenry. They established clinics and communal breakfasts, and also gave a sense of empowerment to a new generation of blacks. The underlying feeling within the Black Pantherís was that by accepting the violence that was inflicted upon them they created a sensation of being nothing more then martyrs capable of contributing nothing more then a face to slap. Stokely Carmicheal sums it up best with his words "We had nothing to offer that they could see, except to go out and be beaten again." It was this mentality that the Black Pantherís sought to combat.

Following the course of the civil rights movement in the United States from the mid 1950ís to the late 1960ís we can see the historical swing of the forces at work within them. From the white liberal to the black kid, we can chronicle the changes that effected the society that we live in today. Besides these two forces there were other options that we could just as easily have focused on, for example Malcom X and N.O.I. which was even more of an extremist response then that of the Black Panthers. Even so this shows clearly the changes that have occurred throughout the civil rights movement.
