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Anti-Communism


After WWII most the US was extremely anti-communist, and going through a “red-scare”.  Everyone was trying to show their patriotism, and if someone wasn’t then they may actually be accused of being communist.  


During the cold war the white house special counsel Clark Clifford wrote a memo to President Truman.  Clifford believed that the USSR and the US were eventually going to end up in a war.  He believed that it was inevitable.  He strongly supported building up the army and our supply of atomic weapons.  He thought that we could in a way scare the Soviet Union into not messing with the US by building up our military.   He also believed that we should aid other democratic countries so that they would not fall to communism.  He also thought that we should continue to aid the soviets and give them economic support if it was in our best interests.


President Truman’s beliefs were similar to Clifford’s, but a little less radical.  But instead of fighting communism he addressed the issue of aiding other countries to keep them from falling to communism.  He proposed that large amounts of money be given to Greece and Turkey, so t hat they could stay supported in their fight to stay free. Unlike Clifford Truman proposed that the money just go to aiding those countries not to beef up our military so that we’ll be prepared to fight the communists.


Senator Joseph McCarthy was by far one of the most influential men during the “red-scare”.  He knew that the nation feared communism and he played on it.  He gave speeches and even went so far as to falsely accuse many members of the state department of being communist.  However his claims had no basis.  In a speech he made at Wheeling, West Virginia he states “ In my opinion the State Department, which is one of the most important government departments, is thoroughly infested with communists, I have in my hand 57 cases of individuals who would appear to be either card carrying members of certainly loyal to the communist Party, but who nevertheless and still helping to shape our foreign policy…” .  Although he never revealed his “list of names” he was still listened to be many people who were in a state of panic.  


Although all of these three men share a common belief, the hate of communism, they all have different views on how to keep the US and the world as communist free as possible.  

Liberal                                                                                                                         Conservative

(----------------------------------------------------------------(
                  ^                                         ^               ^

Joseph McCarthy

His views land him on the left side of the spectrum.  He made false accusation of important people on live television.  He actually suggested that the government investigate all of the workers to make sure that no one was a communist.

Clark Clifford

He belongs more toward the center.  He was against communism and his ideas of the atomic warfare weren’t that conservative, but compared to McCarthy he wasn’t that bad.

President Truman

The Presidents views weren’t completely conservative, but once again compared to these other two men he is more on the conservative side.  He does want to aid other countries that are democratic, but he’s not ready to start stock piling atomic weapons, or to go on a “communist hunt” and investigate all of the government workers.

