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         PSD #3


Communism to many Americans was more than just a military threat. They viewed it as a demonic force undermining basic values. The Civil Rights Congress and Negro Youth Council were destroyed after frequent charges of communist influences. It was believed by many people that the movies where a good way to bring in communist views. So in 1947 the studios announced that any actor, technician, or writer who refused to denounce communism would not be employed again. Later on a black list was made persuading advertisers to cancel their accounts with any radio or television show considered friendly with the Soviet Union.


President Truman believed that world peace and the welfare of all Americans depended on containing communism. One way was for the United States to help Greece from becoming a communist country. He believed that “the Greek state is today threatened by the terrorist activities of several thousand armed men led by Communists”. Without U.S. intervention Greece and perhaps the entire oil-rich Middle East would fall under Soviet control. Truman wanted to keep U.S. military superiority and prevent communism from spreading outside the Soviet Union. There where two different ways of life that countries must choose between. One of them is where the way of life is based on the will of the majority not the minority. The communistic way is “ based upon the will of the minority forcibly imposed upon the majority. It relies upon terror and oppression, a controlled press and radio, fixed elections, and the suppression of personal freedoms”. 


Clark Clifford, White House Special Council, believed that “ the United States will be the Soviet Union’s most powerful enemy”. He told President Truman that “the Soviet government will never by easy to ‘get along with.’ The American people must accustom themselves to this thought, not as a cause for despair, but as a fact to be faced objectively and courageously.” He wanted the United States to be prepared to wage atomic warfare with the Soviet Union. “Soviet leaders profess to believe that the conflict between Capitalism and Communism is irreconcilable and much eventually be resolved by the triumph of the latter.” He hoped that they would change their minds and come to a settlement once they realized how strong and determined the United States was.


Joseph McCarthy, a Wisconsin Senator, believed that “we are engaged in a final, all-out battle between communistic atheism and Christianity.” McCarthy told anyone who would listen that “the State Department, which is one of the most important government departments, is thoroughly infested with Communists.” He accused Secretary of State Dean Acheson and 200 people working in the State Department of being communists. He told of how the Communist were defeating America in the cold war. “In less than 6 years the odds have changed from 9 to 1 in our favor to 8 to 5 against us.” He was one of the many people who believed in the saying “Better Dead than Red”.


President Truman, Clark Clifford, and Joseph McCarthy all were anti-communism but they all had a different view about the growing fear of communism on Americans. Truman wanted to contain communism and try to keep it just in the Soviet Union. Clifford wanted the U.S. to use scare tactics on the Soviet Union on hopes that they would come to the conclusion that the U. S. can not be beaten. McCarthy just stirred up trouble by making Americans believe that there were communist all around them even in the government. He even brought up the point that we were losing the cold war and communism would take over if something did not change. 


This is how they would fit on a spectrum.
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