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After the end of World War II the world seemed to get divided in to two different ideological opposites.  First there was the Soviet Union and the “Red” nations that were under Soviet control.  Second were the United States of America and the western world.  Thus beginning the Cold War, and three predominant views that leaders of America gave its people.  Each different point of view can be placed onto a political spectrum from Liberal to Conservative.

I---------------------------------------------x--------------------------------x-----x--------------x----I

Communism                                      Liberal                          Truman   Clifford   McCarthy  

During this Era in American history the fear of Communism was very real and any connection to it would be considered treasonous.  So all of our leaders at the time were very careful to not be considered liberal or sympathetic to the Communist party. 


The Truman Doctrine of 1947 was an address to a joint session of Congress on the topic of foreign policy and national security.  Truman spoke on the topic of the Greek and Turkish need for American financial aid to stop Communist revolutions in the two countries.  Truman also brings light to the fact that putting our military presence in these countries will not help these people to over come the adversities that they are facing.  Instead by using financial contributions he hopes to give the people a reason to fight against Communism and look to the United States as a role model for government and success as a nation.  The views of Truman on Communism are as follows “The seed of totalitarian regimes are nurtured by misery and want.  They spread and grow in the evil soil of poverty and strife.  They reach their full growth when the hope of a people for a better life has died.  We must keep hope alive.  The free peoples of the world look to us for support in maintaining their freedoms.


In 1946 Clark Clifford wrote a memorandum to Harry Truman about the emerging Soviet threat to the United States as well as the other democratic countries of the world.  Clifford laid out the Soviets military capabilities to attack the United States as well as Europe and Asia.  He also tells Truman of the ideological significance that Communism has toward Capitalist countries, that there will inevitably be a final “conflict” between the two ideologies.  Clifford Suggest that the United States take militaristic approaches to avert conflict by making the Soviets believe that they cannot win.  Clifford also had input on how to deal with the Soviets financially, by keeping up mutually beneficial trade we can try to pursue the Soviets to realize that there is an alternative to war.  Overall Clifford was trying to implore the president to adopt a policy of Brinkmanship to combat the “Red Scare”.


McCarthyism which many have later referred to as a Twentieth Century witch hunt was the work of one fanatical zealots campaign for a modern crusade against anyone who had different beliefs than him.  Creating mass hysteria in the American public that the government was riddled with Communists and Communist sympathizers.  McCarthy aligns his cause with what he calls the will of God; this has about as much merit as other crusades the white American male has endeavored in, such as the “White Man’s Burden” and “Manifest Destiny”.  The concept that it is our destiny to do something solely in the name of God where in reality our own fear is a main contributing factor in the negative outlook the rest of the world has about our society.

