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U.S. Hist., 203
The Threat of Communism

During the late 1940’s and the1950’s, tensions ran high throughout the United States and the rest of the world.  The cold war was upon us, and the threat of communism cast a great shadow of fear and paranoia throughout the democratic nations of the world.  However, to cope, many Americans tried to pretend that they lived in perfect harmony with their suburban homes, new cars, and fancy appliances.  An interesting irony, when one looks at what was going on in the world and at home at the time.  Americans did what they had to, to cope, and on the outside, life may have appeared picture perfect.  However, in hindsight, one can see how post WWII American society was affected in every aspect by the “red scare” and the cold war.  The political figures at the time may have had some differing opinions, but one idea rang clear through all of there arguments.  Communism was wrong, and the U.S. would not support or stand for its growth or expansion in any way.

Directly after the war, in 1946, Clark Clifford wrote a memorandum to President Truman warning him of the impending threat of the USSR.  Russia had been our allies in WWII, and we hadn’t had as many unpleasant dealings with them as were to come, therefore Clifford’s memorandum was not quite as radical, as say, Joseph McCarthy’s. McCarthy had some very different views, more focused in the United States, and religious issues.  Clifford presents a typically “hard line” attitude to the USSR at that time.  He blames Russia’s behavior towards the United State for the issues they have with one another.  He does not focus on their differing political ideologies.  Clifford believed that we needed to make sure the Communists understood that the U.S. was the number one world power, and they intended to keep it that way.  When referring to the fact that the USSR felt that they would never be able to get along with the United States, Clifford states “…they will change their minds and work out with us a fair and equitable settlement when they realize that we are too strong to be beaten and too determined to be frightened”(380).  His argument is mainly based on the need for military weapons and growth because of the growth in Russia’s military power.  “The main deterrent to Soviet attack on the United States, or to attack on areas of the world which are vital to our security, will be the military power of this country”(380).  Clifford states very clearly throughout his memorandum that the United States objective for containing communism should be the strength of our military, and the threat thereof. 

  President Harry Truman wrote and presented the Truman Doctrine to Congress in 1947 as Russia was in the midst of taking over various Eastern European countries.  Like Clifford, Truman also believed that U.S. economic and political support of small countries that were under the threat of communism was necessary to put a stop to communist expansion. He does not discuss the use of armaments against Russia in this particular document. The Truman Doctrine was a plea to congress to give Greece and Turkey U.S. money so they wouldn’t “fall to communism” like many countries in their region. “If we falter in our leadership, we may endanger the peace of the world-and we shall surely endanger the welfare of this nation.”(384). Truman and other politicians saw it as the United States responsibility to control communism because of the country’s position of power in the world and its opposite ideological beliefs. The ideological threat of communism played a more important role in Truman’s plea than it did in Clifford’s or McCarthy’s documents, and his answer to containing that threat was focused on political and economic support of countries such as Turkey and Greece who were in danger of falling to communism.  

  Senator Joseph McCarthy had the most radical view of how to solve the problem of communism, and focused more on the threat of communism at home than in the rest of the world.  He considered the battle against communism to be religious, according to his speech in Wheeling, West Virginia in 1950.  “Today we are engaged in a final, all-out battle between communistic atheism and Christianity”(393).  It is interesting to note that, for McCarthy, communism and atheism went together, however Christianity stands on its own, because McCarthy makes the biased assumption that all Americans are Christian.  Neither Truman nor Clifford mention a threat of communists in the United States itself in their documents.  McCarthy’s entire document is full of accusations against Americans themselves.  He began making accusations that led to trials and unfair prosecution of thousands of so called communists.  He ignited a fire in the American people that made many paranoid and fearful of communism creeping into the American way of life.  His religious fervor and outrageous claims of State Department officials and the Secretary of State being communist, was unprecedented and shocked a great number of people.  Despite the fact that McCarthy may well have thought that communists within America were a threat, the main objective in his speech seems to have been a selfish one.  He wanted to gain recognition and fame for his outrageous beliefs, and was counterproductive to solving the problems involved in the cold war, specifically the paranoia and fear that was felt by the American people.  

All three of the political leader discussed had varying strategies in dealing with the issue of communism.  Clifford believed that strengthening the U.S. military would scare the Russians into submission.  Truman believed that focusing on giving political and economic support to small nations under the threat of communism was the answer.  McCarthy believed that the U.S. government should look inside its borders because America’s downfall could be due to enemies within.  Although each politician had different ways to solve the communist dilemma, they all believed that it was a large threat, and something needed to be done to contain it.  
eradicate   









contain

McCarthy



Clifford


Truman
�





