Ian Jarvis, 10/24/01. History 203
Topic Question #2 Due Friday, Oct 26

The differing characteristics of our modern Republican and Democratic

political parties arose, in great part, out of their historic response to

the Great Depression. Read the Chapter 24 primary source documents 24-3 and

24-7. What are the greatest underlying philosophical differences between the

two concerning the needs of Americans? Historically, how liberal or

conservative (spectrum) should each be/have been considered?


Ok, After reading both of these documents, it is very who was Liberal and

who was Conservative. All through FDR's inaugural address, he was pushing

the idea of the federal government actually acting and doing something about

the economy. Up to this time the previous administration was happy to sit

back and let the private sector handle it, at least until it reached a point

where people were starving, but even then there was minimal aid. At the

time, there were no real programs in place to pay attention to what banks

were doing. They had full run to do what they wanted with their customers

money. If something happened, then the customer was completely out of luck..

FDR proposed that "there must be a strict supervision of all banking and

credits and investments; there must be an end to speculation with other

peoples money,"



In the 20's the country was very Republican. People had jobs, production was

at an all time high, and it seemed that anyone could get anything that they

wanted. They obviously did not want the government to interfere with this,

and the government obliged. One of the big issues of the time was

prohibition. This was generally frowned upon by the public, and it was

weakly enforced. This was living proof of the fact the population wanted the

government out of their business. Then, the economy began to go sour and

jobs were lost. The government and the president continued the idea of 'The

less intervention, the better' at least on an economic level.  People wanted

help with their needs and they looked to the government. Roosevelt promised

these things to the country if he was elected president, and after C.C.'s 4

years in the office and nothing really being fixed, every one was ready for

a change.


In his Inaugural Address, FDR went as far as to suggest that the government

help the current job situation by actually hire more people internally. They

would take care of two problems at once by doing this. Help alleviate the

unemployment crisis, while providing enough workers to accomplish projects

that would even more still, stimulate a healthy economy. He saw these people

as an army, and the economic troubles as a war that needed as many resources

and people thrown at it as any battle in an armed conflict would require. He

also believed that in the past, the balance of power between legislative and

executive has been healthy and prospered. One would hope that it would

continue that way, but that sometimes an issue or problem needs to be met

swiftly, and that he would like to be given the power, as if in war, to go

out on his own and solve the problem as quickly as possible, with out plans

to fix it being tied up in legislation.

Liberal                                                Center                           Conservative

<---------------------------X----------------/\---------------------------------------------->


Now, a look at the republican platform in 1936. There were certain things

that they advocated that would seem to be just as liberal as FDR was seen to

be. Under the section of LABOR, they pledged to protect the rights of

workers. They promised that there would be an end to sweat shops and to

protect the workers right of collective bargaining. In this, they would

continue to protect the right, within collective bargaining, for the workers

to choose their own representatives without interference. 4 years earlier

congress had passed the Norris-La Guardia act. it was considered the

greatest labor law ever passed. Though 4 years prior, one would think that

an act like this would seem to do what the republicans promised and would

support at the time and 4 years later. In fact, in 1936 this law was still

in place and going strong. But in fact, it was not a law at all. It did the

opposite of what it was said to do. Cleverly, the republicans managed to

separate themselves from having to deal with labor. The act stripped the

judges of their jurisdiction to hear cases involving labor disputes and

strikes. In turn, there was no actual law, there were no injunctions, the

government on a federal level, could not enforce the injunctions. Now the

states still had power to do something about it, but this is following the

conservative idea. Other than some other minor attempts at helping the

average worker and citizen, the republican platform fell back into line,

supporting a general feeling of letting the private sector handle any

problems that could arise.


Under the section of REGULATING BUSINESS, there really wasn't any

regulation discussed. It was more just a statement of their believe that the

authority to regulate business should be given to the corporations

themselves, or a tribunal acting under specific laws, but still a separate

entity to the federal government. Under this section they also brought up

the issue of protecting big investors while neglecting to mention the

smaller private investor, also a conservative idea of the time.


Under the Constitutional Government and Free Enterprise section of this

document, the "we pledge ourselves", section 2, they say they will "Preserve

the American system of free enterprise, private competition, and equality of

opportunity," in other words, stating that they would simply let the

businesses run rampant amongst themselves as long as they didn't cross

certain boundaries. Even so, these terms would be set on a state level and

not on a national level. Finally, in their conclusion, they made the most

modern conservative statement one could think. "We affirm our unalterable

conviction that, in the future as in the past, the fate of the nation will

depend, not so much on the wisdom and power of the government, as on the

character and virtue, self-reliance, industry and thrift of the people and

on their willingness to meet the responsibilities essential to the

preservation of a free society."

Liberal                                          Center                              Conservative

<--------------------------------------------/\-------------------------------X-------------->

Overall, FDR, because of the views that he stated in his address, woul be

placed at about halfway between Liberal and the center of the spectrum. On

the Republican platform side, closer to 2/3rds towards the conservative

between that and the middle. The could be moved closer to the edge if it was

not for the fact that there were actions that were stated that did seem to

look at government intervention in select issues.
