PAGE  
3

Nicole Graves

History 203, 2:30

Primary Source Document Response #1


Near the turn of the century, there were many publications educating the American people of the equal rights movement for African Americans.  Awareness was one of the major battles.  The Atlanta Exposition Address, A Red Record, and The Niagara Movement:  Declaration of Principles are three of the many publications that aided in convincing Americans that equality was necessary for progress.


Booker T. Washington, author of The Atlanta Exposition Address, cries out in his writing that the African American people need to educate themselves.  “Education of head, hand, and heart…” (21-6, pg. 298)  Without a well-rounded education there is no hope for a brighter and more prosperous future.   

“Common school education should be free to all American children...” (21-8, pg. 302)  This is the more progressive and liberal statement made by The Niagara Movement: Declaration of Principles.  They went further then just to say that African Americans need education, but also to say that they need the same education as white children.  When this statement was made, it was at the right end of the spectrum because it was very liberal. 

Ida B. Wells, author of A Red Record, is the most liberal of the three publications.  She not only wanted the African Americans that had been lynched to be recognized, but she also wanted equal rights.  “Virtue knows no color line…” (21-7, pg. 301)  Should a person’s worth be judged by the color of their skin?


“Any discrimination based simply on race or color is barbarous…” (21-8, pg. 303)  The Niagara Movement: Declaration of Principles was very clear about equal rights.  They were necessary and necessary immediately.   The NAACP took a stance that privileges or civil liberties should be based on behavior not race.


“It is important and right that all privileges of the law be ours…” (21-6, pg. 299)  Booker T. Washington takes a more conservative and general stance.  There is a sense of wisdom and meaningfulness in his writings.  Booker T. Washington was concerned with economic welfare and that is what he focused on.  This is the reason why he had enormous influence among the white political and business elites.  Support from any source was always appreciated.     

“Constant help that has come to our educational life, not only from the Southern states, but especially from Northern philanthropists, who have made their gifts a constant stream of blessings and encouragement.” (21-6, pg. 299)

“The colored people ask the consideration of the silent record of gratitude, respect, protection and devotion of the millions of the race in the South, to the thousands of northern white women who have served as teachers and missionaries since the war…” (21-7, pg. 302)

“We want to acknowledge with deep thankfulness the help of our fellowmen from the Abolitionist…” (21-8, pg. 303)


Not one of the publications leaves out their gratitude toward all the people who have aided them in their struggle toward freedom and equal rights.  This is an important factor because its shows that the African American people were thankful for what they did have, even if it wasn’t much.  The more people appreciate and respect what they do have the more apt people are to go out of their way to help.  

All these publications illustrate how the African Americans were ready to move toward the future and put the past behind them, after it be recognized.  “Nor should we permit our grievances to overshadow our opportunities…” (21-6, pg. 298)  Opportunity was all the African Americans craved.  They wanted the opportunity to live life to the fullest extent.   Without the efforts of the many people who worked to get opportunity for everyone; the world would not be what it is today.
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