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    When examining the history of the United States one can not ignore the 
fight for rights and equality for African Americans.  During the era of 

progressivism African Americans turned to the people as well as the 

government to achieve equality.  This movement was marked by three primary 

leaders, Booker T. Washington, Ida B. Wells, and W. E. B. DuBois.  They all 

had similar goals in mind, but went about achieving them in very different 

ways.

    Booker T. Washington believed that African Americans should help 

themselves. He felt that they should begin from the bottom and work their way 

up.  This is true when looking at the action he took in founding the 

Tuskeegee Institute.  Students here received training in job skills rather 

than education.  Is seems clear that Washington wanted African Americans to 

learn a trade and make a good living.  His book, Up From Slavery, even 

implies that it is no ones responsibility, but your own to improve your life. 

 Washington states, 

    "Ignorant and inexperienced, it is not strange that in the first years of 

our new life we began at the top instead of the bottom; that a seat in 

Congress or state legislature was more sought than real estate or industrial 

skill; that the political convention or stump speaking had more attraction 

than starting a dairy farm or truck garden." (298)  

Washington also clearly did not believe in having help from the Government.  

At the time that he lived this was considered a very conservative way of 

being.  He received support from many rich, white businessmen because of 

these views.  There was no asking for equality or rights, it seems that he 

believed one African Americans made achievements economically the rest would 

follow naturally.  "The wisest among my race understand that the agitation of 

the question of equality is the extremist folly, and that progress in the 

enjoyment of all the privileges that will come to us must b the result of 

severe and constant struggle rather than artificial forcing."(299) This did 

not stir things up.  There would be no change on white Americans.  African 

Americans would have to follow in the steps of Booker T. Washington in order 

to achieve success.  Ida B. Wells had a very different way of getting rights 

and equality.       

    Ida B. Wells wanted to achieve equality for African Americans by 

persuading the government to step in.  She wanted them to establish firm 

anti-lynching laws.  Accountability was being asked for from the people that 

participated as well as let this violence occur.  This was considered a very 

liberal standpoint.  At the time she was asking for this Progressivism was 

becoming more and more popular.  The action she took was the path of a 

progressive.  The path of the progressive is to look at who is accountable 

for letting this happen and then to establish laws on the local, state or 

federal level.  The achievement of this was in the hope to make things better 

for all people.  At the time this was considered very liberal and almost 

radical.  The most radical leader for African American equality was W. E. B. 

DuBois.  

     DuBois was considered to be a radical liberal because he wanted 

extensive changes for African American equality.  He helped to establish the 

NAACP as well as the Niagara conference.  This was very radical for it’s 

time.  Outline in his Declaration of Principles he was asking for equality in 

all areas, suffrage, economic, education, judicial system, are just a few.  

To achieve this there would have had to have been massive changes in the 

minds of all people as well as the government.  This was almost unacceptable 

to conservatives 

