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PSD Response


The primary source documents 21-6,-7,-8 all deal with African Americans reactions to the struggle of the African American people after the Civil War and the freeing of the slaves.  They all have different emphasizes on what they want to accomplish, but all have some key agreements.

It is very apparent they all agree that the African American population has been held back from being the productive members of society that they could be.  They also all agree that black men are unfairly separated out and are criminalized based on the color of their skin.  There is also an agreement that African Americans are an important part of the population and can and will be productive if given the opportunity they deserve.  


Booker T. Washington believes these statements very much, but is not concerned with the voting rights and civil rights, but more concerned with the rights of African Americans to be able to work and hold jobs.  He wants them to be able to buy land and run shops.  He understands that both blacks and whites can be valuable members of the collective community and that blacks deserve the chance to prove it.  He is calling for the whites to stop the persecution and to accept African Americans as workers and to let the people advance themselves.  He is not asking for government intervention and therefore is on the right or conservative side of the scale.  He believes that by allowing the African Americans to advance themselves that they can rise up to the level of the whites.


Ida Wells is a little more angry than Booker.  She is in agreement that blacks can be trusted, hard workers and maintain a stable community, but wants more government intervention in the process.  Her main thing is to stop the barbaric ways of the white racists and to put an end to lynching.  Her emphasis is on equal rights to black people, not so much on the advancement of them.  She is more to the left in that she wants change quickly.  She believes that the government freed the slaves and should now protect and serve them.


W.E.B. DuBois is the most left of the three.  He again agrees in the same areas, but wants total equal rights.  He believes that we are all equal and all should be treated the same.  He is making strong demands for equal voting, courts, economic opportunity, etc.  He sees that African Americans are being oppressed and wants a change from all levels.


All three advocates appreciate the importance and equality of the black community, but have different goals in mind.  Some want big steps and some want baby steps, but all want the advancement of the African American community and recognize that America can be changed in a good way.
