HIROSHIMA DECISION


Was the use of the A-Bomb necessary?





�
PRO





•shorten the war save US and Japanese lives





•even after bombing, government was divided and emperor had to step in


•too much money spent on only 2 bombs/what if it was a dud?/Japanese might move American war prisoners to demonstration’s sight


�CON





•Japan was ready to negotiate an end to the war


•unconditional surrender/guarantee life of emperor





•couldn’t bomb’s force have been demonstrated not on a city with people





�



Retribution for Bataan Death March





Why Nagasaki, only 3 days later - not enough time





Bomb used to scare Stalin/prevent Soviet domination in Eastern Europe	





End war before Russia entered it and wanted land





Racism? Internment camps?


Reasons To Drop the Bomb





A.	The Japanese bombed Pearl Harbor without giving the United States any warning.  They killed many American sailors, and they have killed lots of American servicemen since, for example, in the Baatan death march.  So we ought to treat them just like they treated us.





B.	All lives are of equal worth, American and Japanese alike. Dropping the bomb will kill a lot of people.  But it will kill fewer people than if we must invade Japan.  Besides, it will bring the war to an end sooner and reduce the total amount of suffering.





C.	A good president must care about the suffering of American soldiers.  The president should try to do whatever is possible to bring the war to an end quickly.  Hence, the bomb should be dropped.





D.	The war threatens the stability of the entire American society.  To preserve the society and protect the public welfare, we must win the war.  We should drop the bomb to protect ourselves against our enemies by bringing the war to an end.





�
Reasons Not To Drop the Bomb





A.	The United States believes in the sanctity of human life.  Destroying human life by dropping the atomic bomb will undermine the respect of the American people for human life.  Therefore, it will threaten the stability of American society, which would be a bad thing.





B.	Dropping the bomb would be a cruel and wicked act because it would kill so many civilians.  How could we live with our consciences if we did such a wicked thing?





C.	If we drop a bomb on the Japanese, the next people who develop a bomb will have a good reason to drop it on us.  If we are cruel, they’ll be cruel, too.





D.	Life is a universal right which must be respected by all people.  It doesn’t matter what nationality those people are.  Dropping the bomb on the Japanese people is a violation of this basic human right.


�
COMPARATIVE BOMBINGS





							ATOMIC





				HIROSHIMA				NAGASAKI





People Killed			80,000					45,000





Square Miles Damaged	Total - 5 sq. mi.		Considerably smaller


				Partial - 10 sq. mi.			than Hiroshima


				Slight - 7-8 sq. mi.			because of hills.


				from center of city			


	


							INCENDIARY





				#1 TOKYO				#2 TOKYO





People Killed			125,000				100,000





Square Miles Damaged		85/210 sq. mi. of densest


						section of city.  Half of the


						buildings in the remaining


						125 sq. mi.





July 26, 1945		Potsdam Ultimatum issued to call Japan to 							unconditional surrender.


August 6, 1945	Hiroshima bombing


August 9, 1945	Nagasaki bombing


August 10, 1945	Japanese declare intention to surrender.


August 14, 1945	Japanese accept Potsdam Ultimatum.





Potsdam Ultimatum:  Among other things, it warned Japan about continued resistance.  Resistance would mean “the inevitable and complete destruction of the Japanese armed forces and...the utter devastation of the Japanese homeland.”





�
American Public Opinion Poll 


published in December of 1945 


by “Fortune Magazine”





1.  We should not have used any atomic bombs at all.�
4.5%�
�
2.  We should have dropped one first on some unpopulated region to show the Japanese the power of the bomb.  A second bomb could have been dropped only if the Japanese did not surrender after the demonstration.�
13.8%�
�
3. We should have used the two bombs on cities just as we did.�
53.5%�
�
4.  We should have quickly used many more of them before the Japanese had a chance to surrender.�
22.7%�
�
5.  Don’t know what should have been done.�
5.5%�
�






(Thought:  Do you think an opinion poll taken so soon after the war accurately reflects the long term feelings of the people polled?)


