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In the wake of the horrid and gruesome war that had plagued the countryside of these United States of America, there was a new beginning.  Abraham Lincoln, who won his second term of presidency, was inaugurated in the year 1865, which is still known as on of the most memorable speeches in American history.  Lincoln touched on issues such as the re-unification of the North with the South, the place God has played in the course of recent human events, and he is even able to address the foreshadowing that he had done with his first inaugural address, of what will happen during his first term of presidency. Lincoln is considered to be one of the most brilliant presidents in American history and one reason for this, is his great speaking qualities, which is demonstrated in this, his second inaugural address.

Many people believe that Lincoln’s main issue with his second inaugural address was that of re-uniting with the people of the South.  The message of reconstruction was clear, in that, he hopes to bring people together with their common faiths and to remind them that this is a nation under the same God, and that for the past four year each person has been praying to him to seek favor.  The end result, however, is not of a superiority or dominance over God’s favor which was won by the North, but it was, in Lincoln’s perspective, God’s will to create equality for all men through the bloodshed of the Civil War, “The prayers of both could not be answered. . . He [God] gives to both North and South this terrible was as the woe die to those by whom the offence came. . .” (Faragher, 220).  Lincoln does not use this address as a tool to outline specific acts for reconstruction, with the exception of caring for the orphans and widows of the catastrophic war, which was stated near the conclusion of his speech, “. . . to care for him who shall have borne the battle and for his widow and his orphan. . .” (Faragher, 221).
In Lincoln’s first address, he speaks with an ever fading hope of resolution. War was inevitable and he knew this, but the magnitude of the war is what was on the mind of Lincoln.  He states in his first address, “Suppose you go to war, you cannot fight always; and when after much loss on both sides and no gain on either, you cease fighting, the identical old questions, as to terms of intercourse, are again upon you….” (Faragher, 204)  This one sentence has many meanings that are all crucial to the understanding of the second inaugural address.  First, he states that if war does occur, which he obviously feels that it will, then it will be not a glorious war to bind the two nations together, but it will be a tremendous loss of life on both sides, in which neither will be the victor.  Second, Lincoln, states that even after the war ends and we are once again a nation as one, the same troubles will await us just the same, so it seems more logical that one would solve the problems and, as it appears, Lincoln has pleaded with the nation to let him have a shot at unifying one and another, as illustrated in the line, “If the minority will not acquiesce, the majority must. . .” (Faragher, 204)   this line outlines Lincoln’s fleeting hope that he can hold together a nation split apart by controversy.  Lincoln’s was very pleased upon the way he handled the war.  He, in a way, was slightly bitter towards the South for forcing him to do what he had to do, but he was, in retrospect, happy that he got a chance to put out the largest, metaphoric, fire, in the history of the United States of America.
The nature of the first inaugural address is to explain what Lincoln plans on doing for the nation, and, as is seems, he does a wonderful job at foreshadowing his actions throughout the Civil War.  As stated by Lincoln in his first address, “You have no oath registered in heaven to destroy the Government, while I shall have the most solemn one to “preserve, protect, and defend it”. . .” (Faragher, 204)  Which is unarguably a promise to the people of the South, telling them that he will never let them go, and if they stay in the Union they will retain their ability to make their own decisions, but cession will result in a forfeit of this ability.  Which it is common knowledge, that during the Civil War, Lincoln and his associates enjoyed the luxury of having an almost undisputed ruling in both congress and the presidency, in which they passed laws such as the Homestead Act and the Banking Act (Escobar, class notes). When Lincoln gave his second address, he begins stating that there is less of a need to address the nation, as there was with the first address, “At this second appearing to take the oath of the presidential office there is less occasion for an extended address that there was at the first . . . little that is new could be addressed . . . high hope for the future, no prediction in regard to it is ventured.”(Faragher, 220).  This is because, in his first address he was explaining what is going to happen and with his second address, it is still unsure upon what may happen.  It is not a reasonable argument to say that no one in the nation, in the immediate years leading up to the Civil War, had any idea that a war could arise from the entangled conflict between states.
Lincoln, as a man, cannot simply be defined like an ordinary person, he has many traits that keep him appearing ordinary, but like most politicians, there is an even more complex nature under his simple Indiana exterior.  This complexity can be found by looking at differences in both his two inaugural addresses.  In the first address Lincoln uses slavery and his standpoint on slavery, which seems to be an inability to destroy it without also destroying the constitution.  He touches on this again in his second address, “Neither [North or South] anticipated that the cause [slavery] of the conflict might cease with or even before the conflict itself should cease.” (Faragher, 220), which, considering he was the one who ended slavery, seems contradictory so say that no one anticipated that slavery would be over with the conclusion of the war.  The only explanation for this is that he would not admit to ending slavery on his own will, fore if he did, he would surely be caught in a lie.
Lincoln will be remembered by many as the greatest president in the history of the United States of America.  For most people he will be remembered as this, simply because he ended the war and returned the rebels to their rightful place in the union.  Lincoln, to the educated man, will be remembered as a great president, not for such a simple reason as that was stated, but because of the intellect that he commonly used to logically prescribe the best course of action in a time of war, while simultaneously telling the common man exactly what he wants to hear, it is this kind of behavior that makes Lincoln the type of president that most aspire to be.
