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A New England Writer Portrays Slavery in 1852 


In this passage of Uncle Tom’s Cabin, it gives a brief, but harsh reality of slavery. Harriet Beecher Stowe was the daughter of the most important preacher of her day, which made Stowe have a huge concern with humanitarian causes. The death of one of her children prompted her to become involved with the abolitionist movement. Uncle Tom’s Cabin outraged the south and solidified the anti-slavery movement in the north. Some believe the book is one of that factors that caused the Civil War (paragraph one, pg.194). 

Simon Legree, a predominate character from the book, had just purchased a plantation and it opens with newly bought slaves on the way back home. The slaves being to sing a Methodist hymn in hopes of keeping their spirits up. Tilting back his flask into what he sees is a good spirit, he shouts out to the slaves to sing a more rowdy song. The new song was sung very boisterously and with a forced attempt at Merry Men; but no wail of despair, no words of impassioned prayer could have such depth of woe in them as the wild notes of the chorus. As if the dumb-hearted, threatened, prisoners, took refuge in that articulate sanctuary of music, and found there a language in which to breathe its prayer to God, on in which Simon could not hear (paragraph four, pg. 195). 


AS the boys sang, Legree whispered into a new little slave girl’s ear, named Emmeline, “We’re almost home.” The touch of his hand made her soul sick and her flesh creep. “You didn’t wear earrings, “he said, taking her small ear into his coarse fingers, “You’ll find fine times with me and live like a lady, only be a good little girl.” As the plantation was in view, three of four ferocious looking dogs arose at the sound of wagon wheels tearing out, only to be restrained by Tom and his companions. “Ye see what ye’d get if ye try to run off. There yer dogs has been raised to track niggers; and they’d jest as soon chaw one on ye up as eat their supper. So, mind yerself!” Two collared men where the two principle hands on the plantation. Legree had trained them in the same savageness and brutality as his bulldogs. As the new slaves were shown around the plantation and were getting settled in their quarters, a dark woman tells Legree “I left my old man in New Oreland’s.” and Legree, raising his whip says in a threatening tone, “Come mistress,” he said to Emmeline, “you come in here with me.” 

The reason for some to think that Uncle Tom’s Cabin was one of the factors in starting the Civil War was now the Northerners were given visual in their minds to what cruelty was involved in slavery and now more abolitionist were getting involved in the cause to end it. Although Uncle Toms Cabin is a fictional book, no other publishing with such description was written in its time. Since there really weren’t any first hand writings from slaves themselves because they weren’t allowed or given a chance to become, educated historians should take the book into account in a historian perspective.

The reason why the book inflected such fury in the south was that the truth about slavery and the inhumanity involved was being discovered and read in the north. The southern argument of slavery was that they treated their “black field slaves” better than they treated northern white slaves who worked in factories for low pay and bad work environment. The north argued back that factory workers had their freedom and weren’t whipped as a form of discipline.

Most all accounts of passages read about slavery are that of the horrible conditions that African Americans had to endure; the book is a good description of the most extreme accounts of brutality inflicted on slaves. Not all slaves were treated as horrible as the majority and not every white person who lived in the south-owned slaves. The documents, books and articles which most read are accounting for the 1% who owned massive amounts of slaves but huge plantations that owned 100 or more slave were far and few between. Yes enslaving another human being is horrible and causing them pain for being darker than that of whites but not all slave owners were as in humane as others. No one likes to read about a slave who was treated as an equal to a white man people only hear the bad because that’s what sells.
