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The Civil War ruined cities, destroyed families, and decimated lives. In PSD 16-10, Constance Cary Harrison tells of the utter collapse of Richmond, Virginia, in a letter to her mother and brother. In the letter she writes about ships being sunk by the Union soldiers, city blocks being reduced to smoking rubble, and the toll the war is taking on her life. Although the city has been torn to shreds, the family house still stands, and she has money to feed herself. She even gets a Union soldier to guard the home against looting! Clearly, as devastating as the war was, she and her family had it much better than others. However, she does seem to acknowledge that the war is coming to a close, and seems relieved that it's all over. But her views of blacks has not changed, and she accuses them of looting because of "...their heads turned by the prospect of wealth and equality..." (16-10, p.217) 


Cary Harrison cannot comprehend why the black people would want to loot the city. Being the daughter of a plantation owner, she assumed that the slaves her family owned were happy. Many southern plantation owners felt they treated slaves fairly by giving them food and shelter. Their work on the plantation paid for these items. (PBS video on slavery, historian)    Ms. Harrison was surprised that "good" slaves, most likely ones that she had known through her friends or family, would want to participate in stealing from homes. The "bad" blacks were the slaves who didn't give their masters any respect, were poor workers, and were generally thought of to be "bad" people. She thought nothing of them rioting and stealing, because she thought nothing of them in the first place. No less was expected of them.


Her slaves, the "good" ones, are another story. What she didn't realize is that almost all slaves were like this. The slaves her family owned, though, were lucky (supposedly) because they actually got to eat three meals a day and had a hut to live in. But they were still unhappy without their freedom and equality. Ms. Harrison couldn't understand this concept. She felt that they had no reason to rebel against their owners, and would just do as they were told. She could not grasp the idea of a freed black person, or why they would want to be free. 


At the end of the war, southerners began to lose hope. They were losing battles, Sherman was destroying all their cities, and "...worst of all was the starvation." (Farragher, p.313) Their hunger became more important than what they were fighting for. Class divisions were also ruining the south. Ordinary people refused to pay taxes or serve in the army because they were busy trying to keep their family afloat. (Farragher, p.314) The poor could no longer feed their families because the wealthy were buying all the food. The rich couldn't control their slaves because many of their masters were off at war, leaving the women, without much experience, in control. Ms. Harrison conveyed this same attitude in her letter. She was tired and worn out by the war. One of her first sentences in her letter shows her attitude about the war: "The last two days have added long years to my life. I have cried until no more tears will come, and my heart throbs to bursting night and day." (16-10, p.217) She no longer cares whether who wins or loses, as long as it's all done with. She is tired of it.          


After realizing that many of their boys were not coming home, and that they had nothing to eat, southerners just wanted the war to end. They'd had enough. They were still in shock, though, over why their slaves, even "good" ones, would flee their masters and loot their homes for goods. Constance Cary Harrison displayed these emotions in her letter to her mother and brother in PSD 16-10. All she wanted was to have her aristocratic, family plantation life back after all the horror she had witnessed. 

