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1.  One of the rights Douglas sees as crucial for racial equality is the right to vote.  Without this they cannot do anything to stop southern and some northern states from passing legislature against that of the African American.  “While the Legislatures of the South retain the right to pass laws making any discrimination between black and white, slavery still lives there.” (Douglas PSD 17-5)  Douglas knows that while there is any distinction between black and white that discrimination will survive.  Another right he feels is crucial is the right to testify in court against a white man.  He knows that without that right violence will continue against those blacks out there and they have no way of preventing, stopping, or bringing those whites to justice.  The white man lives free to attack, harm, and even kill the black man without any consequence whatsoever.  While the 13th amendment abolished slavery it still did not give the black people the rights necessary to stop the discrimination.  It did nothing to stop the discriminatory legislation from being passed against African Americans.  They still did not gain the right to bear arms, or the right to assemble.  It is these and other many rights given to those of the white man but that are still denied to those of the black.  “…would not allow a Negro to walk with a cane where I came from, they would not allow five of them to assemble together…the black man has never had the right either to keep or bear arms; and the Legislatures of the States will still have the power to forbid it, under this Amendment.” (Douglas PSD 10-7)  

2. Douglas compares the civil rights between the north and the south as the same but yet also different.  They have laws in the north as well as the south that still prohibit the black man to testify in court against a white.  He maintains that without the right to vote that the civil rights of the black man will remain unchanged unless he himself has the ability to change it.  Although the circumstances are not as bad in the north as the south there is still a problem with that of civil rights for the African American.  He still finds himself violated in many ways.  The north is willing is most cases to accept the changes necessary for the incorporation of the black man into society and although they are not always greeted with open arms they are at least treated with some civil decency.  Whereas in the south they have troops to ensure that no blacks come to harm and that they can live there in at least some security, but without those troops located there, the south will revert to its devilish ways.  He is certain that without forced compliance the south will take vengeance on those of the Negro race that helped to defeat them.

3. He holds the position that they should not pull the troops out of the south because that is the only thing restraining the south from retaliation on that of the black man.  “They are loyal while they see 200,000 sable soldiers, with glistening bayonets, walking in their midst.  But let the civil power of the South be restored, and the prejudices and hostility to the Negro will revive.”  (Douglas 10-7)  He feels that there is still much to do to bring the south to a point where racial equality exists.  Just by passing the 13th amendment it will not end all of the problems and that there is still much work to be done to bring the south to a point of harmony with that of the Negro.  The 13th amendment does not give the Negro the tools to help build and shape the future for a better tomorrow.  They gave them freedom but left their hands tied behind their back.  Douglas wants instant citizenship for that of the Negro with no part therein left out.  He sees slavery defeated only in the word but he knows that it still rears its ugly head in other various forms.  The Negro is now earning pay for his work and cannot be forced to work but slavery still lives on in every way but that.  “While the Legislatures of the South retain the right to pass laws making any discrimination between black and white, slavery still lives there.” (Douglas PSD 10-7)

