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Helen Hunt Jackson wrote a paper called “A Century of Dishonor” where she expressed how she felt about the way that Indians were treated. She gave examples of how the Indians were lied to, starved, and betrayed. Indians were taken off of their land and put on to reservations where they were taught how to be civilized. White people tried to make them the way that they wanted them to be. They tried to change their religions, beliefs, and cultures. Basically they tried to change their whole way of life. Indians weren’t allowed to hunt and white men promised that supplies would be brought to them. The supplies either never arrived or were taken from them after they did. Either way a lot of Indians starved.


Helen Hunt Jackson wrote about how there were many records taken about how badly the Indians were treated and the wrong doings that were done to them. These reports were never seen by anyone except the people who wrote them and the government, where they were tucked away never to be read by the public. Jackson also uses reports that were written by nine men who were sent to visit Indian reservations by President Grant. These reports also talked about how the Indians were treated unfairly and how they were misrepresented. Indians were thought to be lazy. People were given the idea that they didn’t want to work. The reports that were taken by the men sent by president Grant proved that Indians were hard working people; they were just as industrious as the white people. “Why should the Indian be expected to plant corn, fence lands, build houses, or do anything but get food from day to day, when experience has taught him that the product of his labor will be seized by the white man tomorrow?”(Farragher, 242). This is another example that Jackson used to show how Indians were treated. The white man took almost everything that Indians produced or made from them.


Jackson believed that Indians should be granted citizenship, but she didn’t think that every Indian should be made citizens because there were still the ones that were running wild and not on reservations. “The notion which seems to be growing more prevalent, that simply to make all Indians at once citizens of the United States would be a sovereign and instantaneous panacea for all their ills and all the Government’s perplexities, is a very inconsiderate one. To administer complete citizenship of a sudden, all round, to all Indians, barbarous and civilized alike, would be as grotesque a blunder as to dose them all round with ant one medicine, irrespective of the symptoms and need of their diseases.”(Farragher, 242). Jackson believed that only some Indians should be made citizens because it isn’t what all of them either need or want. Jackson wanted Indians to have their own rights, such as rights of property. Jackson wanted Indians to have all the rights that white men had. Indians should have the right to own property, to have their own belongings. Indians should have the rights “of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.”(Farragher, 242) All measures of National Indian policy should be aimed at their safety and salvation while they are becoming citizens and should protect the Indians that aren’t citizens. There were three things that Jackson thought had to stop on order for the wrong doing to the Indians to even begin to be fixed. They were cheating, robbing, and breaking promises. As long as these things kept on happening then things would never get better between the white man and the Indians. Another thing that Jackson wanted stopped was the refusal of protection of the law to the Indian’s rights of property. Which means that white men needed to stop taking things away from the Indians and letting them have their own land and keep whatever they produce. Once these things were solved them things such as time and Christianity could begin to solve the rest of the problems that existed between the white men and Indians.

