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The Civil War


The Civil War brought heart ache, animosity and patriotism in the greatest degree to every citizen in America.  The disagreement on the issue of slavery divided the country into two and war was the only solution.  No one would know of the casualties and harm that would come in the future.  It became inevitable that the war had to be fought in order to solve the issue of slavery.


The division of the nation began on January 1, 1863, when President Abraham Lincoln passed the Emancipation Proclamation.  The Emancipation Proclamation freed those who were being enslaved.  This divided the nation because the north was against slavery and the south was totally in favor of slavery.  The Emancipation Proclamation freed those that were enslaved in Arkansas, Texas, Louisiana (except in some parishes), Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, South Carolina, North Carolina and Virginia (except for in some counties).  The border states of the south were not included because Lincoln needed support in the next election.  Lincoln also used another strategy by excluding a ban on slavery in some counties in Virginia and some parishes in Louisiana.  The purpose of not putting a ban on slavery in these areas was because these were major cotton export areas and were detrimental to the well-being of the economy.

Lincoln thought abolishing slavery in the south was a necessary war measure.  He thought by freeing the slaves in the south they would support the north in the war and fight for their side.


When the Civil War began the government enacted the Conscription Act of 1863 which “made all men aged 20-45 liable to military service” (Abbot, 210).  To avoid the draft men could pay three hundred dollars or find a replacement.  People were outraged by this act and riots broke out in New York. Many rioters believed this act was an injustice.  For example one rioter wrote, “We are the poor rabble, and the rich rabble is our enemy by this law” (Abbot, 210).  The rioter also made this statement, “let the nigger kill the slave-driving race and take possession of the south, as it belongs to them” (Abbot, 211).  Many rioters believed that because slavery was the cause of the war the blacks should be the ones to fight against the south.

While some white men were reluctant to serve in the military, many blacks were eager.  While rioters in New York were fighting with each other, many blacks offered their services only to be turned away.  “The black man laid his life at the altar of the Nation, -- and he was refused.  When the arms of the Union were beaten, in the first year of war, and the Executive called for more food for it’s ravenous maw, again the black man begged the privilege of aiding his country in her need, to be again refused” (Abbot, 212).  Even though blacks showed great patriotism by wanting to fight, black soldiers were actually paid less than their white counterparts.  But, because African Americans were more eager to fight they were paid less.  The government had to make some kind of incentive for white soldiers to want to enroll in the military.

No matter what race the soldier was, nothing could prepare them for what they witnessed on the battlefields.  Clara Barton, a school teacher, then became a nurse when the war began, gave testimony about the battlefields in Virginia.  Most of the time it was stressful for Barton.  Barton was always low on supplies and was left to treat thousands of soldiers.  Even with all the short comings Barton found a way to treat soldiers.  Many believe that through Barton’s writing, she created the idea that she was an angel on the battlefield.  For example one soldier cried, “I knew you would come if I called you and I have called you so long.  I could not die without you, Mary.  Don’t cry, darling, I am not afraid to die now that you have come to me” (Abbot, 214).  Through Barton’s descriptions, she makes the war seem more peaceful and less harsh than actual Civil War photographs.


Soon the war would come to an end, after the fall of Richmond in 1865.  The southerner’s capital went up in flames.  Many southerners referred to the war as the “Lost Cause”.  But, in one letter Constance Cary Harrison (a southerner) wrote to her brother and mother did not reflect that attitude.  Southerners did not give up, they were simply defeated.  Northerners had too much man power, and food and water was more accessible to the north.


In the end, the Civil War brought many casualties and a lot of disaster, but overall, made our county a better place.  The war freed all people, enabled people to pursue happiness and united the nation as one.

