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Lincoln and the Emancipation Proclamation

In 1863 all slaves were Free!  According to the Emancipation Proclamation  Lincoln, was aware that the Northerners opinion was divided and inching his  way toward the declaration of the Emancipation Proclamation.  With the  Republican Party, only a small group of abolitionists had favored freeing the slaves.   Most worried about expansion of slavery and that there would be no social  equality.. The Whites believed that blacks were inferior to them. 


Northern Democrats effectively played on racial fears in the 1862  Congressional elections, warning that freed slaves would pour into the Northern  cities and take all of the jobs away from the white workers.  Lincoln issued a  Preliminary decree that unless the rebellious states returned to the Union by  January 1, 1863 he would declare their slaves free forever.  


Of course the Confederate states did not return to the Union and thus the  war broke out.  Lincoln did not think the Confederate states would return to  the Union.  The decree increased the pressure on the South by directly linking  the Slave system to the war effort.  The freedom of blacks became part of the  struggle. 


History tells us that most of the plantations were in the Southern part  of the U.S., Northerners and southerners were afraid that because of the  Emancipation Proclamation took effect all black slaves would pick up and leave all  the Plantations.  If all of the slaves left the biggest and most productive way  of life, the cotton industry would fail.  Who would be left to work the  fields?  If all Blacks  left the plantations the whites would be left to work the  fields. 


President Lincoln tells us how he felt about this subject.  He would not  of done all of what he did if he didn't think that it would make a difference.   He had to stand up for what he believed was right, he says: "By the virtue  of the power in vested in me as commander in Chief of the Navel of the United  States in time of actual armed rebellion against the authority and Government  of the U.S. and as a fit and necessary war measure for suppressing.  On January  1, 1863 and in accordance with my purpose so to do publicly proclaimed for  the full period of one hundred days from the first day above mentioned , Order  and designated as the states and parts of states wherein the people thereof ,  respectively are this day in rebellion the U.S. that Arkansas, Texas,  Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, south and North Carolina and  Virginia." 


" And by virtue of the power and for the purpose aforesaid I do order and  declare that all persons held as slaves within and designated states and  parts of states are henceforward shall be free and that the executive Government  of the U.S.  Including the military and Naval authorities will recognize the  freedom of these persons. 


Again he would only say these things of he really believed whole hearted  in the Emancipation Proclamation to go through.  Or he would probably never  have gone as far as he did. Lincoln did do the right thing and it shows today.  If you look back at all of the things that this country has gone through if we  didn't have this diversity in society none of us would be were we are today.   

