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     In the Lincoln-Douglas Debates of 1858, Douglas questioned where Lincoln’s stance was on black citizenship.  Prior to the debate a man by the name of Dred Scott had “sued for his freedom and that of his wife and his daughter.” (Farragher 288).  In the Dred Scott Decision, under the Constitution of the United States, Negroes were not considered citizen therefore they cannot sue for freedom.  Douglas believed Lincoln favored the rights of Negroes and Negro citizenship because Lincoln disagreed with the Dred Scott Decision, even though Lincoln had already indicated in the North “he was not for social and political equality of the Negro.” (PSD 191).  Lincoln directed his opposition not for Negro citizenship in the Dred Scott Decision but instead, in the debate, favoring that the states should decide whether or not Negroes could be citizens.  Lincoln believed “that the different States have the power to make a Negro a citizen under the Constitution of the United States.” (PSD 192).  

     Douglas believed that the Union could operate with both slave states and slave free states because back when the founding father established the Constitution of the United States until the present time of the debate, the Union had prospered.  Given the expansion of the territories and the economic growth he believed the Union was operating at a successfully so he questioned, “why can we not thus continue to prosper?” (PSD 191).  He also thought that as long as the country was bound by the same constitution it could continue to expand in territory and grow economically.  His endorsement of Popular Sovereignty added to his belief the Union could operate with both slave and free states. Additionally, he believed “during the whole period of our existence Divine Providence has smiled upon us.” (PSD 191).

     Lincoln believed that the Union was at a point where it could no longer survive if there were slave states and free states.  That is why one of the platforms he ran on was to preserve the Union.  However, he acknowledged that it would take a long time to get rid of slavery in a peaceful manor.  Lincoln used the past as examples of how divided the states have been over slavery, especially in the expansion of the new territories.  Such as, the Missouri Compromise, the Compromise of 1850, the Nebraska bill, the Lecompton Constitution, and the Kansas-Nebraska Act.  The Kansas-Nebraska Act, which Douglas proposed was a good example of the division between states because “it repealed the Missouri Compromise Line, it opened up the lands to warring proslavery and anti slavery factions.” (Farragher 283).  

