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1. Why would the Irish have to come to America to work under such  conditions?


The Irish came to America because of the “catastrophic Irish Potato Famine  of 1845-49.?Faragher, 237)  Due to the famine Irish people had “two  choices: starve or leave. One million people died, and another 1.5 million  emigrated, the majority to the United States.?Faragher, 237) The Irish had  to stay in small houses filled with three to four families, living was hard  and finding jobs in a society where Catholics were not welcomed, Irish  immigrants would work wherever they could find jobs. “All over the city in  places of business and in homes normally eager for domestic servants the  signs went up: “No Irish Need Apply.?Faragher, 237) Although most  Protestant, native-born Americans showed hostility towards Irish immigrants  industries welcomed them. “Industries needed willing workers, and western  states were eager for settlers. In 1852 Wisconsin appointed a commissioner  of emigration with responsibility for attracting Europeans to the  state.?Faragher, 237)


2. What can you say about the living conditions of the Irish laborers? How  did it compare to slave life that you have read about in other accounts?


The living conditions of the Irish immigrants were very poor. “Crowded  together in miserable housing, desperate for work at any wages, foreign in  their religion and pastimes (drinking and fighting, their critics said),  tenaciously nationalistic and bitterly anti-British, they created ethnic  enclaves of a kind new to American cities.?Faragher, 237) With no money  Irish immigrants were left to looking for any kind of work where they would  be able to receive money. With this the Irish people would live in horrible  places with diseases and rodents all because they could not afford anything  better to live in. ?Slaves were seen as valuable property and their care  and maintenance was of no less importance to slave owners than the  management of their livestock or crops. Unfortunately, the slaves were  frequently seen as having little more value than livestock, and were  certainly treated as property, to be managed for best  profitability.?Faragher, 237)  Irish immigrants and slaves both lived poor  lives, Irish immigrants although they lived poor lives they were free  unlike slaves. Slaves were treated as well as needed to be at a working  level. “Slave owners thought of the health of their slaves first and  foremost, they demanded labor from their slaves, and they provided the  food, housing, and clothing to keep them healthy enough to work. They also  wanted them to be healthy enough to reproduce, for every slave baby  increased the wealth of the owner.(Faragher, 203) Although most slave  owners looked out for their property slaves still had bad environments much  like that of their Irish immigrant counterparts. “Health remained a  lifelong issue for slaves. Malaria and infectious diseases such as yellow  fever and cholera were endemic in the South. Slaves were more at risk  because of the circumstances of slave life: poor housing, poor diet, and  constant, usually heavy work.?Faragher, 203) Irish immigrants were able to  go home after a long days work while slaves worked until midnight or so  then returned to the slave quarters. Irish people were able to have their  own beliefs and be able to marry each other. Slaves were not so lucky in  being able to marry. “No Southern state recognized slave marriages in  law.?Faragher, 207) Irish were also allowed to have their own religion  where slaves were not allowed to believe or practice their beliefs. Irish  immigrants although maybe not living as well as slaves still had the  ability to chose where to live or what to do with their lives. 

