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Red Cloud’s “Speech at Cooper Union,” is a speech about the continuous oppression against the Sioux people, and expresses the utter disrespect of the native people’s by the American government and citizens alike.  Throughout his speech Red Cloud tries to establish a common ground by stating that “God Almighty has made us all.”  By doing this he attempts to evoke sympathy for his people and the evils of American’s ideals.  He articulates very clearly that his people and the American people want basically the same thing.  The Sioux have treated all people with respect, and have committed violence only in defense of their land and people.  Almost all their land was taken and yet Red Cloud still refers to the white people as dear friends because in his eyes all people are equal.  He makes the distinction between the two races very simple and clear.  His people were destined to the wild food, while the white people are destined to tame food.  He states no apparent problem with the white mans fate to tame and control the land and does not even mention the destruction of the buffalo, but rather relates to the white man that they both want the same thing for their people, happiness and prosperity.  Although their concepts may differ, Red Cloud expresses that all people deserve this right.  Red Cloud wants only the distorted truth about the Native’s cleared and peace to be had.  He wants people to know that the Sioux are not “traders and thieves,” as many have been led to believe in order to justify their genocide and mongering of land, power and money.  

Red Cloud wants the white people to understand that the Sioux committed no acts of violence until the Sioux people were killed and ill treated.  He emphasizes throughout his speech that his people are ignorant of the ways of the white man, and that the white man has tricked them with laws and papers that there culture cannot read or understand the importance.  In his whole speech there seems to be no element of anger, which is amazing, when you recognize the trust that the Sioux gave to the American people, which was broken many times.  The Sioux were given the right to occupy the Black hills, with the Treaty of Fort Laramie, but this treaty proved to mean nothing once gold was discovered.  It is appalling that they were swindled into signing a treaty of false interpretation, and the American Government proved that this meant nothing.  

The Great Father he refers, depending on the context, to the almighty creator as well as President Grant.  He does not think poorly of President Grant, but believes rather that much of what the Sioux have tried to express to the President has been convoluted along the way.  Red Cloud wants peace with his people and is offended by the constant disturbance by men, who do nothing but rob them of there land for what money it is worth.  Red Cloud’s people are poor in Americans eyes, but his people do not care about money, and are not asking for money.  He makes it clear that he does not have a problem with all white people.  The traders, who came in the earlier days before money and alcohol corrupted the populous, were appreciated because they treated his people well and taught them to use such privileges of civilization as tobacco and guns.  When poor greedy whisky drinking souls came to his land he had a much different opinion of them because they cared nothing about people and only about money. 

Red Cloud wants help from the government to preserve their land that belongs to them and he does not want any more men sent to who do nothing but disrespect there land and people in order to obtain money.  He asks that these people who are “viciously disposed,” not be sent to through there land in order to scrounge money for there country, because these men have nothing to lose and so will do anything for money.   

