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Coming from a “wealthy free black family in Philadelphia,” one could argue that Forten was eager to help and be active in abolishing slavery.  Being a northern teacher she wanted to prove that ex-slaves could in fact excel and live in unison with Whites.  While helping the Sea Island people Forten might have had some role models like, David Walker, William Lloyd Garrison, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Susan B. Anthony who were all abolitionists similar to herself.  Her attitude toward the freed people of Sea Island could be described as sorrowful but yet joyful at the same time.  She felt sorrowful because all the experiences that the people of Sea Island had had were of captivity.  A foreman of a plantation, Harry, would tell stories about when his master told him to run or the Yankees would kill him, his response was simple.  “If I go wid you, I be good as dead.  If I stay here, I cant be no wust; so if I got to dead, I might’s well dead here as anywhere.”  A story like that would touch an individual like Forten and sadden her but at the same time make her proud.  Her attitude although sorrowful seems joyful that African Americans and White Americans are taking the necessary steps in solving the problem with slavery and discrimination.  Forten described her attitude toward the Sea Island people with her last sentence. “We rejoiced with him [Scipio] that he and his brethren no longer have their ‘feelins’ hurt, as in the old time.”  Forten’s attitude would be one of satisfaction.


The worlds that the Sea Island people and Forten come from are different but the same in some aspects.  Living in America in 1863 African Americans, free or enslaved, were not treated as they should be treated.  Although Forten was a wealthy free black woman she was probably discriminated against because she was black and a woman.  She could probably relate to how the Sea Island people were not treated as well as they should and therefore connected with them.  On the other hand She was a wealth free black woman, which sets her on a level above the Sea Island people.  The Sea Island people had to fight and risk death just to get the chance that they might be able to be free.  Although similar Forten and the Sea Island peoples worlds were different.


Forten begins her letter by saying that the Sunday service started slow because “people came in slow; for they had no way of knowing the hour.”  She also describes what people were wearing and mentions that some of the people who weren’t in their Sunday attire “were not nearly as becoming nor as picturesque.”  From this one could gather that Forten is used to the “normal” Christian Sunday service where people dressed up, came on time, and behaved in a manner that was calm and settle.  She later describes what she thought to be a religious gathering of the Sea Island people.  She says that people “came in to sing and shout, forming a ring, and moving around in kind of a shuffling dance, singing at all times.”  This, not being the kind of religious practice that Forten is used to describe it as “very energetic and very comical.”  One might say that their religious practices were different because of the environments that they were raised.  


The Sea Islanders expressed a great deal of interest in education and freedom.  Forten said that Harry had a “good deal of natural intelligence and was most desirous of learning to read.”  She would also say that she had “never saw anyone more determined to learn.”  In regards to freedom all of the Sea Islanders seemed to be extremely excited to be free and live a life outside of slavery.  The Freemen’s bureau helped a great deal.  By offering provisions, clothing, and fuel to destitute former slaves the Freeman‘s Bureau aided in starting a new beginning.  The Freeman’s Bureau also gave the former slaves the chance to lease land and after three years get the option to purchase it.  Forten letter to John Greenleaf Whittier describes an individual’s willingness to be educated and to be free.  Charlotte Forten was a wealthy free black abolitionist woman who strived to help her fellow American to become equal in education and emancipation.
