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In New York, 1870, Red Cloud, an influetial Souix chief, gave a speech siting specific 

grievences with the US government concerning the treatment of Native Americans and also 

offered suggestions for future relations between them and whites,  He was very respectful and 

even brought up common interests between the two groups.  Afterward, he was given a 

standing ovation.


Red Cloud did an excellent job of telling the white audience what they needed to

hear in order for them to support him.  First he says, "God Almighty has made us all, and He

is here to bless what I have to say to you today."  By referencing "God," he acknowledges 

the Christian beliefs of his audience and demonstrates his willingness to compromise.  He later

states, "we want you now, as our dear friends, to help us with the government of the United 

States."  Red Cloud also identifies with his audience by siting their shared desires for the 

future of their children.:

You have children; we have children.  You want to raise your children and make them happy and prosperous; we want to raise ours and make them happy and prosperous.  We ask you to helpus to do it.

Red Cloud also, throughout his speach, appeals to American ideals with quotes that could have 

come straight out of the Bill of Rights like, "all I want is what is right and justice."  By asking for 

help and emphasizing the shared values of whites and Native Americans, Red Cloud attempts to 

gain elicit empathy for his culture's grievences with the US government.


The first injustice that red Cloud points out occured at Horse Creek in 1852.  A treaty 

had been signed that gave the US land and allowed for travlers to pass through.  The Native 

Americans kept their end of the bargain but white troops killed some Native Americans and 

problems arose. Also, goods that were promised to Native Americans never made it, and the  

ones that did were taken away. Red cloud asks that they be returned by stating "you, as good 

men, ought to help us to these goods."  Another grievance that Red Cloud expresses is the 

deliberate deception of Native Americans by white interperaters. "In 1868 men came out and 

brought papers and they did not tell us right what was in these papers". Red Cloud also 

acknowledges the changed relationship between Native Americans and whites. Originally the 

traders had worked with them and taught them things, but then "men who drank whiskey" came 

and changed everything. They stole from the Native Americans and strained their relationship. 

Red Cloud also, yet more subtley, brings up grievances with President Grant. Though always 

respectful and refering to him as the "Great Father," Red Cloud doesn't trust him and is upset 

that he hasn't respondeed to his letters.  Aside from citing specific grievances with the U.S. 

government, Red Cloud also made suggestions for future relations between the two groups. He 

asks for help, requests honest interperaters, and wants to preserve the land that is theirs. At the 

end of his speech he says: "We want  preseves in our reserves. We want honest men, and we 

want you to help keep us in the lands that belong to us so that we may not be prey to those who  

are viciously disposed."   


Red Cloud was an excellent speaker and did a fantastic job of persuading his audience. 

By appealing to his listeners' values and ideals, he was able to gain a sense of empathy for his 

cause. He also made suggestions to better future relations between the two groups, yet 

unfortunatley his ideas weren't shared by the U.S. government.

