

STATE LAWS GOVERN SLVERY

These laws tell how much worse slavery was before they were made.   They showed how slavery was becoming maybe, less and less accepted, even though it was still running strong and rapid through the southern states. It shows how history of slavery was slowly phased out over the years.  People could go back and look at these laws as a code for slavery. Even though the south could draw up their own laws for slavery, they were basically the same as the laws of the civil code of Louisiana.  Any owner who mistreated a slave could also now be imprisoned.   Again the religious well being of the slaves was included. The Act sought to gain legal marriage of slaves and forbade the separation of families. However marriage was only allowed if permitted by the slave owner that meant that in the strictest legal sense.  
In 1811 Louisiana had its largest slave revolt, totaling about 500 entrapped Africans.  Led  

 By a man named Charles, a slave from the Deslondes plantation.  This prompted much concern from slave owners.  They knew the number of slaves were growing, and soon to be more than the white population.  Whites still needed slavery to keep work costs low.  They had to come up with ideas to improve slavery for everyone, they didn’t want revolts.


Writing up these laws attempted to show the good faith to the slaves, keeping the masters in control and giving the slaves a false sense of security.  Writing in a document saying slaves would not be brutally beaten any longer didn’t mean it helped much.  It also stated and restated that slaves had little to no rights and the masters were in total control.  After these laws were written, not much changed.  Slaves still desired more and more to be free, no matter the cost.


Slave owners needed slavery.  It kept costs down and profits up.  All they wanted to do was make sure that the slaves would be kept inline.  But this civil code was just the beginning of the end for slavery.   Already the underground railroad had started it was running freely in the north and it was running in the upper south and certain southern cities.  By 1831 Hundreds upon hundreds of fugitives were getting help from whites and free blacks in the north making the struggle against slavery even more Dangerous for the south.  By 1830 over 50 anti slave groups were stationed all over in the north, the most valuable asset for the Anti-Slavery Movement.    In 1831 William Lloyd Garrison started The Liberator the most prominent newspaper of the anti slavery movement.


By the end of the 1830’s the Abolitionists had a mass base set to have immediate emancipation for all communities across the North.  They were outlawed and persecuted by the state authorities in the South.  The North felt like they were losing a lot of the power and the south felt in control again.  


Louisiana set the standard for treatment of slaves.  Many slave owners in Virginia and South Carolina treated their slaves terribly.  Although poor treatment was everywhere, Louisiana wanted it cleaned up.  They wanted to treat their “Property” better than just beating them time and time again after disobedience.  If a slave disobeyed they would still be chastised, but carrying whips on the farm and beatings for harder work would not be tolerated.  The slave owners thought that less brutal treatment of slaves would make the abolitionists happy and make for better work and respect by the slaves.    On the other hand, these laws worried slave owners because of less fear meant more runaways or unruly behavior. When a slave turned 30, they could file for emancipation, but the slave owner was able to determine if they had abided by the good behavior code of conduct.  The slave owners held all the rights of their slaves.  They controlled all of their actions, owned all of what the slaved owned and dictated what happened to those possessions.   They dictated if they could marry or not, owned their unborn children, what they ate and when they worked.  Slave owners were responsible for the actions of their slave that they command, but independent of the punishment held upon his slave.

