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13.5 Noted Educator Speaks on Public Schooling in 1848

Horace Mann, referred to as the “Father of American Public Education,” had many great arguments on the basis of public education. His ideas appealed to everyone. From factory owners to religious leaders, Horace Mann’s plans discussed benefits to all areas of society. This man was not only focused on creating such an exquisite education system, but he, personally, took the initiative to operate and help maintain such an organization.

As a well educated, religious, exceptional member of society, Mann felt the necessary need to offer the same chance to all. Unlike the European education system, this Massachusetts system was to be offered to rich or poor, all classes of society. Mann believed it was beneficial to society if the school term was lengthened and schools were publicly funded. He also established teaching as a profession, standardized textbooks and centered school on moralistic, Christian values. “Trained as a lawyer, Mann created the Massachusetts Board of Education and then served as its secretary from 1837-1848, resigning when he was elected to the United States Congress.” (Pg. 167)

An important goal of Mann’s was to implement a system that was based upon morals and the Christian religion. Because a large foundation of values and ideas are built at a young age, it is important to reinforce these issues in the education system. It is said, “ ‘Train up a child in the way he should go; and when he is old, he will not depart from it.’ ” (Pg. 167) The education system should help to establish each child’s well being and mental health. This would not only benefit the individual, but society as a whole. “Moral education is a primary necessity of social existence. The unrestrained passions of men are not only homicidal, but suicidal; and a community without a conscience would soon extinguish itself.” (Pg. 167) Crime rates, family problems, and poverty-stricken individuals will all decrease with the formation of such a system. By teaching children proper morals and behavior, all areas of life will be effected. These children will become adults who are better spouses, leaders, civilians, and workers.

If, at a young age, we instruct children to be exceptional members of society, then they will become hardworking, honest adults. Mann’s main goal was to, “show how the true business of the schoolroom connects itself, and becomes identical, with the great interests of society.” (Pg. 167) By instructing children how to behave in all aspects of life, we will better our society by furnishing more educated, self- esteemed, moral members of the community. All individuals will have the opportunity to place themselves in the work force, being made knowledgeable and “civilized.” The overall economy will benefit from this education system. The availability of hardworking, diligent workers will rise, causing the economy to boom. By supplying the population with more employed persons, the amount of economic goods will rise, along with the workers individuals who create a demand for these consumer goods. This Industrial Revolution will be flourishing more than ever with the increased amount of qualified workers. 

A new education system, based on the grounds of moral and religious doctrine, is beneficial to every individual in society. Economic, religious, social and personal growth would occur by creating a system that allowed everyone to have an equal chance at learning. Horace Mann argued these points to create what is known as the Massachusetts Education System. He was a very instrumental, hard working individual that realized the need for change and sought to create and education system to benefit the needs of society. 

