Justin Scott

A

#1 Giving reasons, discuss which item in each of the following pairs did more to win the Civil War for the North: a) the McCormick reaper or the skill of the Union

generals, b) the blockade of Southern ports or the attitude of foreign powers, c) the statesmanship of President Lincoln or the superior resources of the North.

#2 Discuss the validity of the assertion that Radical reconstruction, even more than the Civil War, drastically and permanently altered the nation's political and social structure.
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   There are many factors that brought on a Union victory during the civil war. The Union had advantages, technologically, economically, geographically, and politically among others. It is important to note that the main reason for the North was mainly due to its fincancial supioriority for which each of its advantages stem from.

   The invention and application of the McCormick reaper immediatly sent the Union into an upward trend. Besides its ability to render wheat and other grains in a fraction of the time, it freed up many of the farmers from work. This was important in enlistment becuase the Union had access to a larger pool of soldiars without the loss of food production. Since much of the U.S's population resided in the northern and western states, there were more men available to fight for the Union. The power of numbers is an advantage in almost any war.

     Another result of the North's supior economy, the Union army was able to fund a large navy. Not only were more shipyards set in the north, most of the US's navy stationed there. With the advantage of a large starting navy and the money  to augment, the North was able to control the Atlantic. 

     In April 1862, President Lincoln called for a naval blockade on confederate ports. This move was crucial in cutting the cashflow for the Confederacy. The first major blockade occurred at the mouth of the Savanna river. Union ships made its attack on Fort Polaski that, although not successful at first, severely hindered the trade routes for that city within. Savanna was a major hub for Confederate/European trading and with the blockade in place, prevented much needed supplies from exchange. Weeks later, Benjamin Butler and his brigade of Union ships took the city of New Orleans, which lay at the mouth of the Mississippi. By contolling the two greatest points for a Confederate supply and transportation route,  The union had all but completely cut european trade with the South. Having control of the Mississippi also allowed the Union troops to attack strategic confederate points from the south  with greater concentration. This Eventually led to the fall of Vicksburg, a strategic victory that gave the Union access to much more of the south and central part of the country.

     The underlaying advantage that the North had over the south was its access to vital resourses.  The North controlled much of the geography that provided iron, a crucial resourse for wartime. Pennsylvania was a major supplier of this mineral. This resourse was responsible for the widespread railroad system. The North had rail connections to most of the resourse zones as well as major cities. This allowed for quick transportation of product and people. The north used the advantages of recent farming improvements including the reaper, safe trade with Europe, and fast troop transportation to gain an upper hand on the war. 

B

#1 Show how each of the following was either a cause or a result of the westward movement in the 19th Century: a) the growth of democracy, b) internal improvements,

c) immigration from Europe, d) nationalism, e) the growth of labor unions, f) the development of industry.

#2 Explain and illustrate how specific laws passed by Congress in the late 19th Century have benefited and also hindered both workers/labor union and industrial

corporations/management.
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  Westward movement had begun well before the civil war had started, but increased many times over during and after the war.  However, the return to peace was not the only reason for this. As more and more of the west was discovered, including the bounties that it unveiled, a huge desire to inhabit it quickely followed.

     With the completion of a transcontinental railway, the ability to move west became much easier. Furthermore, the  US government, which at the time was solely controlled by the Union, passed what was known as the Homestead Act in 1863. The act gave people (northerers) 160 Acres of land  if they would move west. This was an incentive for people the north, (those who supported democracy according to the union) to expand the northern empire. The idea behind the act was to create a pro-union nationalism that would ensure the victory and imminant survival of the Union's ways. 

      When Europe got news of the US giving away land, immigration boomed in the north with the intention to spread westward. Germany flooded to Ohio and beyond, while italy traveled further. China had been present since the development of the western railroad and had inhabited much of the new west already. Not only was there land to be claimed, but the spread of big businesses to the west provided the opportunity for work for many immigrants. 

     During and after the war, The US appeared to have begun a campaign to spread throughout the world. As more trade reached the far reaches of the globe, the US spread westward as well. Industry boomed during the discovery of Oil and Gold in the west. Companies such as  the Standard Oil Co. founded by J.D. Rockefeller and Union Pacific Railroad dominated. New technologies were introduced including the self binding reaper, the web printing press, the typwriter, telephone, and refrigerated boxcar among others.  All of these reasons were a cause of the westward movement. 

    As the West became a very lucritive addition to the United States, civil rights became an issue. With the emancipation of blacks and the consequent organization of labor parties, the west began to take on a life of its own. Although there seemed to be much more freedom, capitalism began to hinder the settlers. The majority of westward expansionists did not receive their promised land according to the Holmstead and Timber Acts and forced many of them to work for the big businesses. At this time, organized laborers began measures to improve their lives. The creation of the Knights of Labor, which eventually settled in Kansas was one of the first and more prominant unions. It worked to improve wages, conditions, and working hours.  Other unions such as the Slaves Brotherhood of Locamotive Engineers began their reigns. Although they made some improvements for the common laborer, they were short lived and eventually cancelled. Labor unions would not experience great success for decades to come.  The freedom associated with the west for both white and blacks, northerners and southerners, was also short lived, when traditional capitalism spread westard. These events were certainly a result of the westward expansion.

    As the US became one of the strongest nations in the world, it certainly did not keep all of its promises to its people. The westward expansion, once a dream for many citizens, was consumed by the old east. Nevertheless, the benefits obtained for the country as a whole far outweighed the drawbacks.
