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Lecture Outline
1. Progressivism was a diversified reform movement which, in general, called for activist governmental policies to right political, economic, and social wrongs. 

2. Progressivism emerged strongly among middle-class Protestants, distressed by perceived immorality and corruption. 

3. "Muckrakers" were crusading journalists bent on exposing injustice and social wrongs. Their reports often led to investigations and reform. 

a) Some muckrakers saw lurid and sensational stories of vice and corruption as a means to increase circulation. 

b) Others simply demonstrated an increasingly broad societal trend toward "Realism." 

4. Settlement Houses, staffed primarily by young, college-educated women, were intended to help the immigrant poor cope with city life. 

a) Jane Addams was the guiding spirit of the first settlement house, Hull House, in Chicago. 

i. Hull House offered its immigrant clients such things as a nursery, savings bank, employment bureau, baby clinic, orchestra, reading group, and lecture series. 

ii. Many of Addams' assistants, such as Florence Kelley and Julia Lathrop, became important reformers as well. 

iii. There would eventually be more than four hundred settlement houses, part of a nationwide movement. 

b) Addams was typical of settlement house workers in her cultural conservatism. 

c) Settlement house workers were part of a network of female reformers, commonly called "Clubwomen," who endeavored to enhance educational opportunities and improve fire and sanitation codes. 

5. The Socialist Party of America, founded in 1901, influenced progressivism in numerous ways. 

a) Socialism came in many varieties, distinguished by the ethnic origins, occupations, and politics of individual adherents. 

i. The Industrial Workers of the World (IWW) were the most radical, violent, and contemptuous of politics. 

ii. Others were far less militant in seeking social justice through a "cooperative commonwealth." 

b) All were held together, for a time, by their charismatic leader, Eugene Debs. 

6. The cities were testing grounds for progressive Political Reform. 

a) Progressive leaders fought to secure public control of transportation networks and utilities. 

b) Convinced that "machine politics" impeded their path to power, some progressives replaced existent mayoral-dominated local governments with a City Commission. 

c) Others hired a City Manager to supervise the elected commissioners in a manner similar to a corporate executive. 

7. Political Reform in the cities quickly spread to the States. 

a) Progressives attempted to curtail corruption in politics via such methods as the direct primary and the Seventeenth Amendment, which mandated direct election of Senators. 

b) Initiatives, referendums, and recalls were also used in efforts to return sovreignity to the people. 

c) Progressive reformers also endeavored to create a "Virtuous electorate," disfranchising those considered irresponsible, corruptible, and ignorant. 

d) The Australian (or secret) ballot allowed voters to make their choices in private, thus precluding the machines from "supervising" voting. 

e) Registration Laws, meant to disfranchise those who showed little interest in politics barring bribes and incentives, prohibited many poor and immigrant voters from voting. 

f) Progressives made naturalization more difficult, and disallowed alien suffrage. 

i. Their efforts unfortunately facilitated southern efforts to prohibit black suffrage. 

ii. Through literacy tests, property qualifications and poll taxes every ex-Confederate state effectively denied blacks the vote. 

g) Some progressives became disillusioned with the electoral process, notably Walter Lippman, who ultimately argued for an increase in appointed, rather than elected, officials. 

h) The enfranchisement of women became federal law with ratification of the Nineteenth Amendment in 1920. 

i. The suffrage movement had gathered strength throughout the nineteenth century, particularly in the American West. 

ii. The accomplishments of the reform movements persuaded many that voting women would enhance the quality of public and private life. 

iii. Radical suffragettes such as Carrie Chapman Catt and Alice Paul used the heightened patriotism generated by the First World War to secure their goal. 

i) In some states, progressive activities extended beyond the realm of politics into economic and social reform. 

i. Robert LaFollette's reforms in Wisconsin are the epitome of statewide progressivism. LaFollette regulated railroads and utilities, reformed the tax structure, introduced workers' compensation, limited work hours, ended child labor, and guaranteed minimum wages for women. 

ii. The Wisconsin Industrial Commission was created and given broad powers to investigate and regulate relations among capital and labor. 

iii. The "Wisconsin Idea" spread to other states, notably New York. 

8. A new generation of African-American advocates began a renewed campaign for civil rights. 
a) The continued practice of lynching offered but the most glaring proof of the Failure of Accomodationism. 

b) W.E.B. DuBois rose to challenge Washington's "half-a-loaf" idea, advocating full restoration of voting rights and an end to segregation and discrimination. 

i. Northern white progressives joined DuBois' to found, in 1910, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 

ii. The formation of the NAACP marks the beginning of the modern civil rights movement. 
9. Certain problems required national reform. 

a) Theodore Roosevelt became president in September 1901, after McKinley was shot by an anarchist. 

b) Roosevelt utilized the Sherman Anti-Trust Act to "regulate" forty trusts. 

c) Roosevelt at times ordered employers to give workers a "Square Deal", notably during a 1902 coal miners strike. 

d) Roosevelt secured passage of the Hepburn Act, which increased the powers of the Interstate Commerce Commission. 

e) The Pure Food and Drug Act and the Meat Inspection Act protected the public from various health dangers. 

f) Roosevelt did more to protect the environment that any previous president. 

i. He endeavored to strike a balance between developers and preservationists. 

ii. The creation of the National Forest Service typifies Roosevelt's efforts. 

g) Clearly, as Roosevelt's goals and plans expanded, so did the rift between the president and the "Old Guard" Republicans who favored close cooperation with business. 

10. Roosevelt chose not to run for re-election in 1908, leaving the nomination to William Howard Taft. 
a) Taft appeared to side with the "Old Guard" on key issues. 

b) Relations between Taft and Progressive republicans collapsed amidst the Ballinger-Pinchot Controversy. 

11. Roosevelt returned from various adventures to challenge Taft for the Republican nomination in 1912. 

a) Thought Roosevelt's progressive platform was most popular, the Old Guard despised it, and gave the nomination to Taft. 

b) Roosevelt established a splinter party, officially known as the Progressive Party, but often labeled the "Bull Moose." 

12. With the Republicans split, the Democrats would unite behind the candidacy of Woodrow Wilson. 

a) Wilson had risen through the ranks of academe (as a political scientist) to become the president of Princeton University. 

b) In 1910, with backing from conservative Democrats, he won election as governor of New Jersey. 

c) Beneath speeches which stressed order and tradition, Wilson retained Protestant ethics which encouraged reform. He was an "Unexpected Progressive." 

13. Wilson won the Election of 1912 with 42% of the vote. Roosevelt got 27%, Taft 23% and Eugene Debs 6%. 

a) Within a month, Wilson's activist administration secured passage of the Underwood-Simmons tariff, which reduced rates substantially. 

b) Wilson also secured passage of a progressive Income Tax. 

c) Wilson further signed the Federal Reserve Act, establishing a financial structure which remains the basis of the nation's fiscal system today. 

d) Wilson eventually assumed a strong pro-labor stance, steering through legislation supporting workman's compensation, and mandating the 8-hour day. 

American Album: Progressivism and the Environment 

Conclusion: The progressives challenged many things, notably laissez-faire dogma, heartless industrialism and political corruption. They took steps to protect the environment and secured women's suffrage. Progressive distrust of "the people" posed challenges to democracy and equality, however. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 22: Becoming a World Power, 1898-1917 

1. America emerged as a World Power following War with Spain in 1898. While many Americans championed the newfound power, others deplored the clash with liberty and equality which ensued. 

2. By the late nineteenth century, sizeable numbers of Americans had become interested in extending their country's influence abroad. 

a) Protestant Missionaries increased their activities, particularly those directed toward China. 

b) Businessmen became entranced with the prospects offered by foreign markets. 

c) A third group of "imperialists," viewed expansion as a vital component of world power. 

i. Perhaps the most influential "imperialist" was Alfred Thayer Mahan, whose The Influence of Seapower upon History argued for the construction of a first-class navy. 

ii. From Garfield on, American presidents remained committed to a "big navy" policy, while also securing base rights all across the Pacific. 

3. The origins of the War with Spain lie in Cuba, wherein a revolt against Spanish colonialism attracted American attention. 

a) Reports of Spanish atrocities, spread widely (and in some cases exaggerated) by "yellow journalism," incensed Americans. 

b) Still, for some time, president Cleveland and his successor William McKinley counseled negotiation, not war. 

c) Two events compelled McKinley to ask for a declaration of war (which Congress would grant on April 11, 1898). 

i. First was the publication of a letter from the Spanish minister which denigrated McKinley personally, and implied that the Spanish were not serious about resolving the crisis through negotiation or reform. 

ii. Second was the explosion of the battleship Maine in Havana harbor, which many American regarded (erroneously it would seem) as the work of Spanish saboteurs, 

d) The "Splendid Little War" began in April, and ended in August, with complete American victory over Spain. 

i. The only major battle of the Cuban campaign, commonly (if somewhat erroneously) called the Battle of San Juan Hill, witnessed the bold and reckless charge of Teddy Roosevelt's volunteer Rough Riders. 

ii. It also witnessed equal displays of courage, with much greater professionalism, from the all-black regiments of the regular army. 

4. After the war The American government faced decisions regarding the future of Cuba, Guam, Puerto Rico, and The Philippines. 

a) McKinley's decision to annex the Philippines prompted extensive debate. 

b) Anti-imperialists voiced concerns regarding annexation. Some saw direct conflict between American traditions of liberty and the subjugation of colonial peoples. 

c) The Senate nonetheless ratified the annexation, in large part owing to William Jennings Bryan's shift in stance. 

d) Annexation embroiled the United States in the long, brutal, American-Filipino War, 1899-1902. 

i. 4200 Americans died along with 50,000-200,000 Filipinos in a war which witnessed widespread atrocities and brutality. 

ii. By 1902, a dual strategy of promises of reform and eventual self-governance, coupled with aggressive military actions against those still resisting, had crushed the revolt. 

e) The Platt Amendment so curtailed Cuba's independence as to make it, while nominally independent, a virtual colony of the United States. 

f) Puerto Rico received better, though still discriminatory treatment via the Foraker Act. 

g) McKinley's Secretary of State John Hay championed the Open Door policy in China. 

i. This called for nominal respect of Chinese independence, and a guarantee of access to Chinese markets to all nations. 

ii. In the aftermath of the defeat of the Boxer rebellion, the world's powers accepted Hay's initiative. 

5. Theodore Roosevelt desired to expand American power, while retaining the "balance of power" among the great nations. 

a) Roosevelt's Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine proclaimed American rights to intervene in the domestic affairs of Latin American nations. 

b) The president also embraced the idea of building a canal across Panama. 

i. Attempts to acquire a right-of-way for canal development were delayed by demands of the Columbian government for increased compensation. 

ii. The Roosevelt administration subsequently encouraged the Panamanians to revolt against Columbian rule, and American forces helped secure Panamanian independence. 

iii. Panama was thereafter forced to accept a treaty granting the United States a ten-mile wide canal zone. 

iv. The canal, when completed in 1914, proved a boon to both global travel and American prestige. 

c) Roosevelt's peace negotiations ended the Russo-Japanese War, helped preserve the Open Door, and garnered Roosevelt the Nobel Peace Prize. 

i. Roosevelt's handling of Japan was the most impressive act of his foreign policy. 

ii. He refused to let racist attitudes cloud his thinking, both in foreign policy and home, where he opposed anti-Asian segregation in California. 

6. William Howard Taft's "Dollar Diplomacy" aimed to expand corporate opportunities overseas. It proved utterly unsuccessful in Asia, and the limited inroads made in Latin America were offset by political turmoil. 

7. Woodrow Wilson's policies in the Caribbean reflected those of Taft and Roosevelt, save for his dealing with Mexico. 

a) Wilson refused to recognize Victoriano Huerta's "government of butchers" and demanded that Mexico hold democratic elections. His efforts helped secure Huerta's ouster. 

b) His successor, Venustiano Carranza, however, enacted policies unacceptable to American businesses, prompting Wilson to support, for a time, Pancho Villa's effort to oust Carranza. 

c) Wilson's subsequent withdrawal of support prompted Villa to massacre Americans in two separate incidents. Wilson sent the army after Villa, but their efforts proved futile. 

American Album: Roosevelt's Rough Riders 

Conclusion: American imperialism secured vast territorial gain and increased international prestige at little cost in American lives. The oppression of other peoples which accompanied conquest, however, was a profound challenge to, if not a blatant dismissal of, traditional American values.
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 23: War and Society, 1914-1920 

1. The United States entered The First World War in 1917 and emerged 18 months later as the world's mightiest nation. Yet the war and the failed peace process convulsed American society in a variety of ways. 

2. The Road to War began with the assassination of Archduke Franz Ferdinand, heir to the throne of Austria-Hungary, by a Serbian nationalist. 

a) The assassination sparked a series of events that brought the "Central Powers" of Germany, Austria, Bulgaria and the Ottoman Empire to war against the "Allied powers," headed by Russia, France, and Great Britain. 

b) All the initial offensives bogged down, and the war degenerated into an attrition battle, characterized by trench warfare, in which ultimately millions, would perish. 

3. President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed American Neutrality. It proved easier to proclaim, than to achieve, however. 

a) A British naval blockade forced Wilson to choose between suspending all trade, or of trading with the Allies alone. 

b) Wilson, given that many Americans favored the Allied powers, and mindful that foreign trade was spearheading an economic boom, opted for trade with the Allies alone. 

c) The German high command, angered by American supply of their enemies, resorted to unrestricted submarine warfare against all ships en route to the British Isles, regardless of the ship's origins or flag. 

i. The sinking of the Lusitania in 1915 prompted protests from Wilson. The Germans backed down. 

ii. The Germans resumed unrestricted submarine warfare in 1916. Upon the sinking of the Sussex in 1916, Wilson again protested, and Germany again backed down. 

d) Support for neutrality remained strong, especially among women, progressives, German-Americans and Irish-Americans. 

e) Wilson won reelection in 1916 by a narrow margin over Charles Evans Hughes. His principal campaign slogan was "He Kept Us Out of War." 

i. Wilson offered to help negotiate a peace between the warring powers. Those powers rebuffed him. 

ii. In the process, however, Wilson formulated ideas for lasting peace, what he called "peace without victory." 

f) In early 1917, the Germans renewed unrestricted submarine attacks. 

i. The British, meanwhile, passed on to Wilson the Zimmerman telegram, in which Germany's foreign minister urged Mexico to attack the United States, promising a return of the lands lost in the Mexican-American War once victory was achieved. 

ii. Wilson approached Congress with a plea to enter the conflict in the name of democracy and global justice, and Congress obliged with a declaration of war on April 6, 1917. 

4. America entered the war at a time when German submarine attacks and Russia's exit from the fighting had brought Allied fortunes to their lowest ebb. American forces proved critical to Allied victory. 

a) Wilson's Fourteen Points gave the Allied cause "ideological cement." 

b) American naval forces helped fend off the submarine threat. 

c) The American Expeditionary Force (AEF) under General John Pershing played a pivotal role in both stopping the final German offensives, and in spearheading Allied offensives which succeeded in forcing the Germans to sue for an armistice in November, 1918. 

5. The war had a profound effect on American society, as the mobilization effort impacted the population and economy. 

a) Wilson created several federal agencies, called Boards, to supervise economic activity. The agencies exhibited varying degrees of success. 

b) Dramatic increases in job opportunities brought on by war production opened doors for African-American, Mexican American, and female workers. 

c) Organized labor made huge gains throughout the period. 

i. Membership in unions nearly doubled, wages and benefits increased. 

ii. The National War Labor Board, established to resolve management-labor disputes, did so, often with a decidedly pro-labor slant. 

d) The Selected Service Act empowered the administration to draft nearly three million men into the military. 

e) Treasury Secretary William McAdoo raised funds for the war in two ways: raising taxes on the wealthy and corporations, and through the sale of "Liberty Bonds." 

f) The Committee of Public Information supervised a nation-wide propaganda campaign, stressing high-minded ideals such as "democracy" and "justice." 

Various groups such as women, workers, European ethnics and African-Americans would demand that these ideals be realized. 

g) The Espionage, Sabotage and Sedition Acts granted sweeping powers to silence and even imprison dissenters. 

i. German Americans became objects of popular hatred. 

ii. Political repression heavily on Socialists as well. 

6. Wilson was confident that a just international peace, based on the Fourteen Points, could be achieved. His optimism proved mistaken. 

a) Wilson was unable to prevent the Allies from seizing German colonies and territory from Germany proper, nor was he able to prevent implementation of harsh reparations upon the Germans within the Treaty of Versailles. 

b) Wilson was not disillusioned, believing that the League of Nations could ameliorate flaws in the Treaty. 

c) For the League to succeed, Wilson had to convinced the Senate to ratify the Treaty of Versailles. Two groups of Republicans would thwart him. 

i. The "irreconcilables" were conservative isolationists who proved hostile to all plans involving American participation. 

ii. The second, larger group, led by Henry Cabot Lodge, had specific reasons to oppose the League, particularly Article X of its covenant, which seemed to usurp Congressional powers of war declaration. 

iii. Wilson's refusal to compromise with the Republicans in any way ordained failure in the ratification struggle. 

7. The end of war abroad brought forth societal convulsions at home. 

a) The nation faced widespread strikes in 1919, culminating in the Great Steel Strike. The failure of the strike proved shattering for union causes. 

b) Beginning in 1919, increased radical activism prompted the government and private citizens to embark on another campaign of repression, commonly dubbed the "Red Scare." 
i. A series of "Palmer raids" led to the arrest of over 6000 people, but produced no evidence of widespread left-wing plots or conspiracies. 

ii. Perhaps the most disturbing example of repression was the arrest, trial, conviction (on flimsy evidence) and execution of two Italian anarchists, Nicola Sacco and Bartolomeo Vanzetti. 

c) Despite the numerous contributions of African-Americans to the war effort, many faced heightened discrimination and persecution in the war's aftermath. 

i. Tensions erupted into riots, the worst of which occurred in Chicago, where five days of fighting left 38 dead and over 500 injured. 

ii. Many blacks turned from the integrationist hopes of the NAACP, to the "black nationalism" of Marcus Garvey. Garvey called for the establishment of a separate black nation. 

American Album: Turning Enemies into Apes 

Conclusion: While America emerged from the war with a strong military and economic presence, the failure of the peace process and continued class, ethnic, and racial tensions promised difficulties for the future. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 24: The 1920s 

1. The 1920s was not merely the carefree decade of frolic and leisure so often portrayed. The Twenties had their share of conflict and strife, particularly between modernists and traditionalists. 

2. The national economy remained strong throughout the bulk of the decade. From 1922 to 1929 the GNP grew at an annual rate of 5.5%. 

a) Growth rested heavily on proliferation of consumer goods, most notably automobiles, but also including tractors, washing machines, refrigerators, radios, etc. 

b) Leading capitalists boasted that 'everyone' could share in amenities, but working-class wages rose only marginally, thus most new purchasers of "consumer durables," were middle-class. 
c) The new advertising industry skillfully manipulated and exploited personal desires to appear beautiful, powerful, successful, etc., in its mass marketing campaigns. 

d) Society also encouraged openness regarding sexual matters, which often affected husband-wife relationships, but was most noticeable among young, single women known as "flappers." 

e) Prosperity produced a climate in which business was revered. 

f) Skilled laborers benefitted substantially during the decade, but industrial workers continued to lag behind, owing largely to a continued labor surplus. 

i. Coal and textile workers were particularly hard hit. 

ii. Union action could have changed this, but business and government leaders, backed by middle-class support, passed legislation which curtailed union power. 

3. Pro-business Republican presidents governed the nation from 1921-1933, in a fashion often reminiscent of the Gilded Age. 

a) Despite a rather limited list of qualifications, Warren G. Harding nonetheless became president in 1920. 

i. His "Ohio Gang" friends proved corrupt. Their misdeeds, most notably the Teapot Dome scandal, would tarnish the reputation of Harding's administration. 

ii. Harding died of a heart-attack in 1923. 

b) Calvin Coolidge succeeded Harding. 

i. His puritanical nature helped the nation quickly forget the scandals of the Ohio Gang. 

ii. Coolidge took greatest pride in measures which reduced the government's role in the economy. He slashed taxes on the wealthy, and proudly proclaimed that the best government is the government that governed least. 

c) Commerce Secretary Herbert Hoover, discontent with "laissez-faire," pursued a more ambitious, cooperative agenda known as "associationalism," with a limited degree of success. 

d) Hoover and Secretary of State Charles Evans Hughes also attempted "associational" politics abroad. 

i. Two of the bigger diplomatic successes of the decade were the Washington Conference on Naval Armaments and the Dawes Plan of 1924. 

ii. The Kellogg-Briand Pact, a pledge to avoid war, proved a chimera, owing to its lack of any enforcement mechanism. 

4. Not all Americans saw the 1920s as positive. The chief critics were Farmers, Small Town Protestants, and Moral Traditionalists. 

a) Overproduction was the main cause of a sustained decline in crop prices and agricultural depression. 

b) Rural Americans, outnumbered by city dwellers for the first time in American history, faced cultural challenge as well. 

i. Most were willing to participate in the consumer marketplace, if their income so allowed. 

ii. Many saw the cities as purveyors of atheism, hedonism, and Bolshevism, brought on by Catholics, Jews, African-Americans and other non-white, non-Protestants. 

c) Organized crime activity and widespread disregard for the 18th Amendment led many early advocates of Prohibition to withdraw their support. 

d) The Second Ku Klux Klan retained its predecessor's animosity toward African-Americans, while seeking to restore Protestant supremacy and "traditional morality." 

i. At its height the Second Klan boasted some four million members, attracting widespread support beyond the south, most notably in the Midwest. 

ii. The Klan also stirred up hate, particularly with lurid tales of alleged sexual exploitation by Jewish bosses and Catholic priests. 

e) Immigration restrictions were imposed upon non-Germanic peoples with the Johnson-Reid Act of 1924. 

i. The Act is perhaps the most vivid example of the revived racism of the era. 

ii. It remained the fundamental basis of American immigra-tion policy until 1965. 

f) Protestant Fundamentalism experienced a revival. Its clash with liberal interpretations came to a head at the Scopes trial. 

i. A Tennessee law prohibiting the teaching of evolution led to the famous courtroom battle between Clarence Darrow and William Jennings Bryan. 

ii. The trial would embarrass and weaken, but by no means would it destroy, the fundamentalist cause. 

5. Some ethnic and racial communities benefitted from the prosperity of the decade, while others faced increased challenges. 

a) European Americans reacted to discrimination in a number of ways, most notably by exercising increasing influence in the Democratic party. 

b) African American migration to northern cities continued apace throughout the decade. 

c) Harlem, the "Negro Capital," was the scene of a spectacular cultural awakening. Black literary and artistic works proliferated throughout The Harlem Renaissance. 

i. It was symbolized by the "New Negro," who would no longer be deferential, but proud and assertive. 

ii. Jazz musicians attracted vast audiences extending across both racial and geographic boundaries. 

d) In the wake of the Johnson-Reid Act, Mexican Americans became America's chief source of immigrant labor. 

i. Mexican-Americans were pigeon-holed into low-pay, low-skill jobs, and faced high mortality rates, discrimination, and difficulties in obtaining citizenship. 

ii. Los Angeles became a cultural magnet for Mexican-Americans, much as Harlem had become for African-Americans. 

6. White Artists and Intellectuals reviled America for a plethora of alleged ills, ranging from intolerance to ignorance to small-town lifestyles. 

a) Such "Lost Generation" members as Ernest Hemingway, Sinclair Lewis, and the more positive "southern-agrarian" William Faulkner, won Nobel Prizes for their work. 

b) The Lost Generation also voiced attacks on democracy -- perhaps none more so than H.L. Mencken, who called it "the worship of jackals by jackasses." 

American Album: Major League Baseball in White and Black 

Conclusion: Change in the 1920s unfolded unevenly. Some groups and individuals benefitted, others faced numerous challenges which they attempted to address in diverse fashions, with varied success. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 25: The Great Depression and the New Deal, 1929-1939 

1. The Great Depression brought economic catastrophe and cultural crisis. It also brought forth Franklin Roosevelt, and his activist program of government intervention known as the New Deal. 

2. A diversity of causes made the "Great Depression" far worse and more lasting than previous depressions or "panics." 

a) Unwise market speculation had driven stock prices beyond all relation to their actual value. 

b) The Federal Reserve Board compounded the difficulties by both restricting the money supply and raising interest rates. 

c) The ill-advised Hawley-Smoot Tariff prompted retaliatory policies from foreign nations, which all but crippled international trade. 

d) A general maldistribution of wealth limited the purchasing power of the lower and middle classes. 

3. Herbert Hoover had risen from poverty to riches. He seemed in many ways an ideal choice for president, but sadly, his presidency would be one of the most unpopular of the century. 

a) After the failure of "associationalism," Hoover pursued a more aggressive set of economic policies, mostly notably the establishment of the Reconstruction Finance Corporation. 

i. Hoover remained uncomfortable with most interventionist policies, however, and unsupportive of welfare plans. 
ii. His willingness to assist troubled businesses, but not troubled people, created an image of callousness and indifference. 
b) The final blow to Hoover's standing came with the forced ouster of a group of impoverished veterans and their families, known as the "Bonus Army," from the nation's capital. 

4. Hoover's unpopularity was perhaps the critical element in securing the election of Democrat Franklin Roosevelt in 1932. 

a) Roosevelt came from a life of privilege. 

i. Like his cousin and idol Theodore Roosevelt, he felt a strong sympathy for the poor. 

ii. In 1921, Roosevelt was all but paralyzed by polio. This seemed to increase his dedication to helping others. 

iii. His illness also helped to forge a very close bond with his wife, Eleanor, who became not only a trusted ally, but an architect of American liberalism. 

b) Roosevelt "liberalism" combined Progressive economic activism with opposition to Prohibition and other forms of federal interference in the private lives of citizens. 

5. Roosevelt faced a true crisis. He responded with a series of policy initiatives which historians call the First New Deal. 

a) His attitude, which was confident, decisive, compassionate, and cheery, was important in reviving American spirits. 

b) Roosevelt first ordered all banks closed - a bank holiday - to ameliorate an immediate crisis. Later he implemented broader fiscal reform. 

c) Unlike Hoover, Roosevelt proved willing to provide relief and job opportunities to the poor through agencies such as the Civilian Conservation Corps. 

d) The Agricultural Adjustment Act, designed to improve farm income by reducing production, proved controversial. 

i. The slaughter of livestock and reductions in planting at a time when many were starving gave the act a bad name. 

ii. Though declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court, later acts, focusing more on issues of soil conservation, would be more successful and lasting. 

e) The National Recovery Administration encouraged businesses to raise wages and limit production, but failed to improve the economy and was ultimately declared unconstitutional. 

f) The Public Works Administration funded some remarkable internal improvement projects, including Coulee, Boulder, and Bonneville Dams, and the causeway linking Florida to Key West. 

g) The even more ambitious Tennessee Valley Authority built more than twenty dams, which helped greatly to ease the poverty and isolation of much of the Upper South. 

6. Various Populist critics demanded even more efforts at economic recovery that what the New Deal had provided. 

a) Louisiana senator Huey Long proposed a direct assault on the rich with his "Share the Wealth" program. 

b) Father Charles Coughlin, the "radio priest" echoed aspects of Long's Populism, before turning to right-wing ideologies. 

c) Francis Townshend's plan for a monthly stipend for senior citizens attracted 20 million members to his organization. 

d) Organized labor also called for more New Deal activism. 

i. When various pleas went unanswered, workers took matters into their own hands, staging some 2000 strikes all across the country in 1934. 

ii. Though the strike was ultimately crushed, workers took out their anger at the polls that fall. 

7. Democratic candidates were chosen in an overwhelming majority of election races, giving Roosevelt a mandate to confront the business elite directly. 

a) Impressive showings of radical parties implied that voters would force action if the Democrats did not deliver. 

b) Roosevelt's advisors ascribed to a theory called "undercon-sumptionism," which held that weakness in consumer demand and purchasing power had caused the Depression. They also believed that government intervention could stimulate the economy. 

c) Another wave of legislation, passed in the first six months of 1935, came to be known as the Second New Deal. 

i. The Social Security Act not only enrolled most Americans in a pension system, it also disbursed funds to the elderly, poor, unemployed, dependant children, and the disabled. 

ii. The National Labor Relations Act proved a veritable Magna Carta for unions, guaranteeing the rights of workers and mandating employers to bargain in good faith. 

iii. Most important among new relief organizations was the Works Progress Administration, which both continued and expanded earlier initiatives. 

d) Roosevelt's initiatives secured an overwhelming victory in the Presidential election of 1936. 

e) Critics of the New Deal have noted that it did little for African Americans, Chicano farm workers, or civil rights. 

f) While a few women, such as Secretary of Labor Francis Perkins were most visible, and others contributed to New Deal agencies in various ways, overall advances in women's equality were limited. 

i. Male anxiety, which was aggrieved by job losses, led to hostility against equal rights campaigns. 

ii. From films to Superman comics, Depression culture made the point that woman's proper place was still in the home. 

g) New Labor organizations such as the Committee on Industrial Organizations (CIO) increased labor stature and size. 

h) Improved public attitudes towards labor can be seen in many areas, notably the popular novel and film, the Grapes of Wrath. 

8. Except for Native Americans, the New Deal paid little attention the particular needs of racial or ethnic minorities. 

a) Eastern and Southern European Ethnics benefitted from New Deal monies and a strong working-class presence. 

b) Roosevelt, believing economic issues more important than racial ones, never made racial justice a priority. 

c) Still, many northern blacks, who often benefitted from New Deal programs, deserted the Republican party for good. 

d) The Depression was particularly hard on Mexicans and Mexican-Americans, many of whom were "repatriated" or "persuaded" to return to Mexico by federal, state, and local governments 

e) John Collier, commissioner of the Bureau of Indian Affairs, made that agency more receptive to Native American needs. 

i. The centerpiece of his strategy was the Indian Reorgan-ization Act, which restored land to tribal ownership. 

ii. In general Collier supported "cultural pluralism" which did not force assimilation, but celebrated the diversity of peoples and cultures. 

9. Roosevelt pursued an "internationalist" foreign policy, epitomized by the "Good Neighbor Policy" toward Latin America. 

10. By 1937 and 1938, the New Deal faced a loss of momentum. 

a) Roosevelt's efforts to alter the structure of the Supreme Court ended in fiasco. 

b) A sharp recession in 1937-1938, caused in part by Roosevelt's own scaling back of New Deal programs, proved another setback. 

American Album: Images of Men and Women in the Great Depression 

Conclusion: The New Deal reinvigorated American democracy. Many voters remained wedded the Roosevelt liberalism for the next forty years. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 26: America during the Second World War 

1. The United States abandoned isolationism, entered The Second World War, and emerged triumphant. 

2. The roots of war lie in aggressive, ultranationalistic political movements, which rose to power in several nations amidst the chaos of the Great Depression. 

a) Japan was first to strike, seizing Manchuria in 1931. Italy and Germany soon followed Japan's lead. 

b) Americans, disillusioned by their World War One experiences, overwhelmingly opposed involvement in foreign conflict, and adopted a neutral policy of "isolationism." 

c) As fascist aggression continued, some Americans, including President Roosevelt, advocated a strong interventionist stand against the fascists. 

d) Japan's invasion of China proper in 1937 led the president to initiate planning for a possible war in Asia. 

e) World War II officially began in Europe on September 1, 1939, when German forces invaded Poland. 

i. Britain and France declared war on Poland's behalf, abandoning the policy of appeasement. 

ii. In May, 1940, German troops invaded France, and within six weeks forced the French to capitulate. Britain stood alone against Nazism. 

f) Despite Congressional opposition, Roosevelt continued to increase aid to Britain, most notably via Lend-Lease. 

g) Isolationism disappeared on December 7, 1941, when Japanese aircraft attacked the US Pacific fleet at Pearl Harbor. 

i. Congress declared war on Japan the following day. 

ii. Three days later, Germany declared war on the United States. The US reciprocated. 

3. The War in Europe went badly for the first six months, but the Allies soon seized the initiative. 

a) Disdaining risky cross-channel options, the Allied command launched the successful North African Campaign in November 1942 and followed it up with invasions of Sicily and Italy in 1943. 

b) Operation OVERLORD, the Normandy landings, began on D-Day, 6 June 1944. 

c) American forces pushed the Germans out of France and deep into Germany itself. 

d) As the war in Europe concluded, American forces uncovered graphic evidence of the horrors perpetrated by the Third Reich, now known as the Holocaust. 

4. The Pacific Theater witnessed six months of Japanese victories, followed by three years of successive American advances. 

a) The tide of the war in the Pacific turned when American forces defeated the Japanese at Midway. 

b) Political infighting in China limited that nation's military effectiveness and contributed greatly to post-war difficulties. 

c) American Pacific Strategy featured a two-pronged attack, with MacArthur's forces advancing through the main islands of the Indies to the Philippines, while naval and Marine forces advanced across the Central Pacific. 

i. The intense fighting in the Pacific grew more so as American forces approached the Japanese home islands. 

ii. American air forces, beginning in 1945, initiated a series of saturation bombing raids upon Japanese cities. 

d) On August 6 and 9, 1945, atomic weapons were used against Hiroshima and Nagasaki, respectively. Japanese surrender followed on August 14. 

5. The Economy expanded dramatically during the war. 

a) The federal bureaucracy nearly quadrupled and government spending increased markedly. 

b) Businesses, especially the larger corporations, profited enormously. 

c) Tremendous demand expanded labor opportunities for women, African-Americans, and members of other minority groups. 

d) Labors unions gained renewed strength, as membership rose by fifty percent. 

e) Big government, big business, and labor all grew bigger. 

6. Most Americans supported a war fought to preserve democracy and individual freedom against political systems that trampled both. Yet America's record in social issues was not unblemished. 

a) Hollywood took the lead in supplying wartime propaganda, calling upon citizens to preserve "the American way of life." 

b) While wartime contributions of women challenged gender roles, government propaganda encouraged maintenance of pre-war norms. 

c) The prevailing culture resisted racial equality as well, but the victory over Nazism, the advocacy of Eleanor Roosevelt, and that of A. Philip Randolph dramatized the need for reform. 

d) The migration of minority groups to America's cities fueled outbreaks of racial tension, typified by the Zoot Suit Riots in Southern California. 

e) Japanese-Americans suffered grievously, as nearly 130,000 were forcibly "relocated" to internment camps. 

7. The task of shaping the peace fell to Harry Truman, who became President upon the death of Roosevelt in April, 1945. 

a) American commitments to the newly founded United Nations, and participation in worldwide economic agreements, indicated that post-war America would not return to isolationism. 

b) Postwar political issues, would lead to the Cold War. 

American Album: Protecting and Preserving Liberty: Norman Rockwell's "Four Freedoms" 

Conclusion: With the victory over fascism, the United States emerged as the world's preeminent power. The struggle against injustice abroad further led to renewed calls for equal rights at home. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 27: The Age of Containment, 1946-1954 

1. The Age of Containment saw World War II gave way to a "Cold War" between the United States and the Soviet Union. 

2. Historians actively debate the causes of, and the actual onset of the Cold War. 

a) Congressional acceptance of the Truman Doctrine of March, 1947, was the first clear signal of federal support for containment. 

b) Truman established "Loyalty Boards" in response to fears of Soviet espionage within various branches of the government. 

c) The National Security Act of 1947 created the Department of Defense, National Security Council (NSC), and Central Intelligence Agency (CIA). 

d) Concern over economic recovery and communist political inroads led to implementation of the Marshall Plan, which assisted greatly in rebuilding war-ravaged Western Europe. 

e) The Berlin airlift foiled Soviet efforts to force an Allied evacuation of West Berlin. 

f) Containment policies, support for New Deal initiatives, and Thomas Dewey's lackluster campaign were crucial elements of Truman's successful reelection bid in the campaign of 1948. 

3. The Cold War turned hotter during the Era of the Korean War. 

a) The 1949 creation of NATO epitomized calls for Collective Security. 

b) The Fall of China to Mao Zedong's communists and the Soviet explosion of an atomic bomb startled the Truman administration. 

c) Prompted by the "failures" of 1949, Truman's advisor Paul Nitze produced NSC-68, a blueprint for massive expansion of defense buildup and anticommunist activities. 

d) Fighting in Korea began with the North Korean invasion of the South in June, 1950. 

i. United Nations forces, consisting predominantly of American troops, successfully halted the invasion, then counterattacked into the North. 

ii. Chinese forces entered the war on behalf of the North Koreans, and drove back UN forces amidst bitter fighting. 

iii. General Douglas MacArthur argued for escalation. Preferring to keep the war 'limited", Truman fired MacArthur. 

iv. Eventually, the front stabilized near the original border. 

e) The Korean war led to justifications of a massive defense build-up, on a level desired by NSC-68. 

4. Containment at Home grew to sometimes absurd extremes as the search for anti-communist subversives expanded. 

a) Labor unions were targeted for alleged communist sympathies, most notably via the Taft-Hartley Act of 1947. 

b) Congress joined the inquisition, initially focusing its efforts on alleged subversives in Hollywood. 

c) Homosexuals and some prominent African-Americans also fell victim to national "witchhunts." 

d) The trial and execution of Julius and Ethel Rosenberg in 1952-53 seemed to many to epitomize the "Great Fear." 

i. First Amendment guarantees were scrapped in the name of "national security." Dennis v. the United States sanctioned punishments for mere membership in the communist party. 

ii. Eventually, the Truman administration itself became the target of accusations of disloyalty. 

e) Anticommunist "witch hunts" peaked with Senator Joseph McCarthy, who claimed subversion in the highest levels of the government. 

5. Despite desires of the Truman administration to continue or even expand New Deal initiatives, opposition hardened and limited domestic policy achievements. 

a) Truman's administration came to believe that federal economic 'advice', could guarantee continued growth and prosperity. 

b) Truman's Fair Deal called for federal support for education, civil rights, and health-care initiatives, and repeal of the Taft-Hartley Act. 

i. Successes of the Fair Deal include extensive support for the GI Bill, which assisted veterans with tuition assistance and job-training programs. 

ii. Other areas such as public housing and health-care reform proved more problematic. 

c) Truman supported the fight for civil rights more strongly than any previous president. 

i. Chief among his achievements was the desegregation of the military. 

ii. Opposition, at times from within his own party, limited further achievements 

6. Containment abroad sometimes paralleled a similar stance toward containing social innovation at home. 

a) Jackie Robinson's integration of major league baseball in many ways symbolizes progress in the era -- yet close examination reveals persistent racism amidst baseball's leadership. 

b) Predicated by a baby boom and spearheaded by a construction boom, suburbs themselves boomed throughout the postwar period. 

c) Suburbs proved confining to women, and conducive to the maintenance of gender roles. 

i. Many avenues of popular culture preached that a woman's duty was to her home, and that raising children was her greatest achievement. 

ii. Economic issues, however, made idealized domesticity unattainable to most lower and middle class Americans. 

7. The election of 1952 brought a new president, but did not mark a fundamental shift in either foreign or domestic policies. 

a) With the Democratic party on the defensive owing to McCarthy's attacks and the Korean stalemate, Dwight Eisenhower handily defeated Adlai Stevenson. 

b) After apparent use of "nuclear diplomacy," Eisenhower brought an end to the fighting in Korea, calmed fears in the wake of McCarthy, and creating a sense of calm -- or so it seemed. 

American Album: Femmes Fatales from Film Noir 

Conclusion: Efforts at containing communism dominated both domestic and foreign policy during the years after World War II. The election of Dwight Eisenhower seemed to offer the prospect of calmer times. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 28: Affluence and Its Discontents, 1954-1963 

1. While many enjoyed the general Affluence of the late 1950's and early 1960's, those apprehensive about the presumed conformity, or desiring an end to racial discrimination, voiced their Discontent. 

2. By 1954 the Cold War began to "thaw," thanks in part to Nikita Khrushchev, who talked of "peaceful coexistence" with the United States. 

a) Eisenhower's "New Look" defense policy sought to reduce the military budget. 

i. A series of alliances were established, including SEATO and CENTO, while NATO expanded. 

ii. At summit meetings, American and Soviet officials discussed issues ranging from Austrian neutrality, to nuclear testing. 

b) CIA activity in Iran, Guatemala, Cuba, Indonesia, the Congo, and elsewhere started a disturbing trend wherein American policy came to depend more and more on covert action. 

3. Inability or reluctance to distinguish communism from nationalism at times left the United States while opposing political and social change overseas. 

a) American support for unpopular dictators in Latin America led to increased 'yankeephobia.' 

b) The rise of Gamel Nasser to power in Egypt and his subsequent policies led to the Suez Crisis of 1956. 

i. When Britain, France, and Israel attacked Egypt, Eisenhower rebuked them. 

ii. Yet the Eisenhower Doctrine sought to support other conservative governments in the Middle East. 

c) In the wake of French defeat in Vietnam, the Eisenhower administration sought to prevent Ho Chi Minh from securing control of the southern part of that nation. 

i. The United States supported a government under Ngo Dinh Diem, whose regime proved tyrannical and corrupt. 

ii. Despite domestic opposition to Diem, Eisenhower kept increasing American assistance. 

4. The Gross National Product (GNP) grew dramatically throughout the era, making this a time of Affluence. 

a) Economic Growth encompassed several industries, both new (chemicals, electronics) and established (automobiles, steel). 

b) Government spending stimulated certain areas, notably highway construction and defense. 

c) Given affluence, it seemed more logical for corporate leaders to seek labor-management accord rather than risk strikes. 

d) Many union demands were met, and most workers made economic gains throughout the decade. 

e) Political "Pluralism" argued that unions, consumer groups, and other organizations could restrain corporate excess. 

f) C. Wright Mills argued differently, claiming a power elite was in control, but few paid him any heed. 

g) A new crusade against "atheistic communism" exalted the role of religion in American life. 

5. Despite affluence, "pluralism" and religion, the 1950's still witnessed considerable social criticism. 

a) Various critics such as William Whyte, David Reisman and Vance Packard attacked "conformity." 

b) Concerns about youth culture intensified. 

i. The emergence of "rock-and-roll" terrified all sorts of establishment groups, from jazz affectionadoes to religious groups to segregationists. 

ii. Rock culture gradually targeted the middle-class, and merged into the mass-consumption economy. 

c) Critics attacked the emergent mass culture, especially television, as conformist and insipid. 

d) Most critics doubted that much could be changed, given that mass culture was so closely linked to the economic system. 

6. An NAACP legal challenge against school segregation, coupled with Eisenhower's appointment of Earl Warren as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, renewed the fight against discrimination. 

a) Brown vs. Board's unanimous decision technically applied only to education, but it implied that all segregated public facilities were open to legal challenge. 

b) Rosa Parks' defiance of seating laws sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott. 

i. The boycott vaulted Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. into the national spotlight. 

ii. King's policy of non-violent civil disobedience aimed to persuade people to oppose the moral evils of segregation and racial discrimination. 

c) Southern segregationists made it difficult to get anti-discrimination measures through Congress. 

i. The Civil Rights Act of 1957 was a limited exception. 

ii. Eisenhower's policies were somewhat inconsistent, but he did make a stand in sending federal troops to enforce the integration of Little Rock Central High School. 

d) The policies of "termination" and "relocation" sank many Native Americans into deeper poverty. 

e) Puerto Ricans and Mexican-Americans grew in numbers, but also faced stereotypes and discrimination. 

f) The boom in suburbia was paralleled by a bust in urban areas, where minority populations faced possible eviction via "urban renewal," or poverty and stigmatization in the "projects." 

7. Eisenhower expanded some New Deal initiatives, but generally took few steps to increase governmental activism. 

a) "New Conservative" critics such as William F. Buckley and Barry Goldwater criticized Eisenhower's limited initiatives, while demanding a harsher stance against communism. 

b) Liberal advocates called for greater government involvement in the economy and civil rights. 

i. John Kenneth Galbreath and Michael Harrington argued for a greater emphasis on anti-poverty programs. 

ii. Eisenhower supported passage of the National Defense Education Act of 1958, which funneled money to science, mathematics and engineering programs. 

8. John F. Kennedy moved from Harvard, to the navy, to the House in 1946, the Senate in 1952, and the White House in 1960. 

a) Kennedy defeated Richard Nixon in the election of 1960 by a very narrow margin. 

i. Kennedy's platform promised civil rights reform, increased federal spending, tax cuts, and a hard-line foreign policy. 

ii. His victory owed much to sheer image, and the assistance of his Vice-President, Lyndon Johnson, who helped the ticket carry the deep south. 

b) Kennedy's foreign-policy initiatives involved increased mil-itary spending, the Peace Corps, and the Alliance for Progress. 

c) The ill-conceived CIA-sponsored invasion of Cuba at the Bay of Pigs proved a complete fiasco. 

d) The Berlin Wall, built in 1961 on Khrushchev's orders, became a symbol of the Cold War and communist repression. 

e) The Cuban Missile Crisis, which for a time seemed to threaten nuclear war, was diffused via quarantine. 

f) Kennedy viewed Southeast Asia as a test case for his strategy of "Flexible Response," which employed a variety of methods to combat communist insurgency. 

9. Kennedy's Domestic Policy fluctuated. 

a) Kennedy's social programs did little to create new jobs or foster genuine urban renewal. 

b) Although Kennedy talked of Civil Rights legislation, he did not press the issue at first, placating segregationist democrats for his initial two years in office. 

i. New grassroots activism, typified by the sit-in movement and the freedom riders, forced the Kennedy administration to take action to ensure their protection. 

ii. Racial violence in Birmingham, Alabama prompted Kennedy to support stronger civil rights legislation. 

iii. The 1963 March on Washington, highlighted by Martin Luther King's famous "I Have a Dream" speech, saw 200,000 people demand passage of Kennedy's proposals. 

c) The seeds of a resurgent women's movement were also being sown, perhaps most demonstrably with the 1963 publication of Betty Freidan's The Feminine Mystique. 

d) On November 22, 1963, President Kennedy was assassinated. 

i) Police arrested Lee Harvey Oswald, who was himself killed by Jack Ruby, who soon thereafter died. 

ii) Despite a lengthy investigation by the Warren commis-sion, competing theories as to the "real" assassin still reverberate. 

American Album: Icons of Daily Life in the 1950s 

Conclusion: Foreign policy from 1954-1963 remained dominated by the Cold War. Economic growth continued. Domestic issues, chief among them the struggle for civil rights, steadily move to the forefront of national concerns. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 29: America during Its Longest War, 1963-1974 

1. America During its Longest War suffered greatly. As a result of war overseas and dissent at home, the late 1960s and early 1970s became a time of sharp political and cultural polarization. 

2. Lyndon Johnson, a consummate legislative "horse trader," greatly expanded government power through a series of initiatives. 

a) Johnson completed various Kennedy initiatives, gaining acceptance of a tax cut, and securing passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

b) Johnson won a crushing victory in the Election of 1964. 

i. The outspokenly conservative Republican candidate, Barry Goldwater, seemed to many Americans a fanatical reactionary. 

ii. In retrospect, the 1964 election marks not a victory of liberalism but the beginning of the Republican Party's turn to the right. 

c) With broad support in Congress, Johnson pushed through a series of programs known collectively as the "Great Society." 

d) With the onset of economic problems in the late 1960s, critics came to attack the Great Society, pointing out specific failures or condemning the entire plan as an improper exercise of national authority. 

i. Conservative critics attacked the expansion of welfare in particular for having encouraged "antisocial" behavior. 

ii. Others have voiced more sympathetic opinions, noting achievements and lamenting the lack of greater efforts to redistribute wealth. 

3. Escalation in Vietnam sapped the economy and alienated large segments of the population. 

a) The Tonkin Gulf Resolution gave Johnson authority to implement "all necessary measures" in Vietnam. 

i. Advisers offered conflicting views. Some supported escalation, but others warned that such would bring defeat. 

ii. Johnson, worried about domestic fallout were he to "look soft," and convinced that the fall of South Vietnam might produce a "domino effect," chose escalation. 

b) The war grew ever more intense throughout 1965, as bombing campaigns widened, and ground troops arrived in quantity. 

i. William Westmoreland's "search and destroy" strategy turned Vietnam into a war of attrition. 

ii. The extent of destruction caused by American forces gave the communists a huge propaganda advantage. 

c) In the early years of the war, the media did not encourage much criticism. Later news coverage helped turn viewers against the war. 

4. Millions joined the opposition to the war in Southeast Asia. 

a) During the early 1960s, many college students became part of a new political caucus known as the "New Left." 

i. They addressed a diversity of issues, ranging from racial concerns to antiquated dormitory restrictions (in loco parentis) 

ii. By 1966, the war in Vietnam had come to dominate the agenda of the student protesters. 

b) Supporters of the "Counterculture" ridiculed traditional attitudes on clothing, hair styles, and sexuality, dabbled with drugs, and further popularized rock-and-roll music. 

c) Malcolm X preached a message fundamentally different than traditional civil rights activists, giving rise to the "Black Power" movement. 

i. Supporters stress the movement's emphasis on racial pride and self-reliance. 

ii. Critics denounce its rejection of the gradual, non-violent methods of Martin Luther King. 

d) The Tet Offensive of 1968, though a tactical defeat for the communists, was a political catastrophe to Johnson, as it challenged claims of imminent American victory, creating a huge "credibility gap." 

e) 1968 witnessed even more violence at home. 

i. In April, Martin Luther King was assassinated in Memphis. His death sparked racial violence in more than one hundred cities. 

ii. In June, Democratic presidential candidate Robert Kennedy was assassinated in Los Angeles. 

iii. Late that summer, violence erupted between demonstrators and police outside the Democratic National convention in what became known as the "siege of Chicago" 

f) Richard Nixon captured the Election of 1968 for the Republicans, defeating both Hubert Humphrey and George Wallace. 

5. Richard Nixon's comeback in 1968 was quite amazing. The "New Nixon," however, proved even more controversial than the old. 

a) Nixon's presidency witnessed increasing economic problems, typified by "stagflation," in which unemployment and inflation both steadily rose. 

b) Nixon did expand some existing social programs, including Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid, but his Nixon's proposal for welfare reform, failed to garner Congressional support. 

c) The Nixon administration inherited ongoing controversies and witnessed new ones over defining basic rights. 

i. The most emotional cases involved persons accused of violent crime such as Miranda v. Arizona. 

ii. The women's movement pushed for its own rights issues, ultimately failing to pass an Equal Rights amendment, but securing a woman's right to abortion in Roe v. Wade. 

6. Under the leadership of Henry Kissenger, the Nixon administration pursued a foreign policy which sought detente with the communist powers and disengagement from the Vietnam war. 

a) The signing of SALT I and Nixon's 1972 visit to China epitomize the tension-reducing policy known as detente. 

b) The goal of Vietnamization was to withdraw American ground troops yet achieve a diplomatic settlement which avoided any onus of defeat. 

i. While officially seeking withdrawal, the Nixon administration launched air strikes into Cambodia, destabilizing that nation and sparking much protest. Intensified bombing campaigns further aroused domestic ire. 

ii. In January, 1973, the United States and North Vietnam signed the Paris Accord that provided for withdrawal of US troops. 

c) Two years later a communist offensive put an end to South Vietnam. 

d) Americans have since struggled to explain the loss in Vietnam. Regardless of explanations and moral stances, most Americans have come to agree that there should be "no more Vietnams." 

e) The Nixon Doctrine relied on anticommunist allies to police their own regions, often without regard to the repressive nature of some regimes. 

7. Nixon's administration ultimately collapsed amidst a series of illegalities brought on by the president's paranoia. Most notable among them was Watergate. 

a) Nixon won an overwhelming reelection in 1972 over the ultra-liberal George McGovern. 

b) In achieving victory, however, Nixon's team left a trail of corruption, most notably a bungled eavesdropping operation at the Democratic Party headquarters in the Watergate office complex. 

i. Reporters from the Washington Post, Judge John Sirica, and Senate leaders investigated the "burglary," uncovering many illegal activities committed by administration employees. 

ii. Some of Nixon's closest aides, notably gave testimony which linked the President himself to the illegal activities and cover-up. 

c) The House Judiciary Committee voted three formal articles of impeachment against the president in July, 1974. 

i. On August 8, Nixon announced his resignation. 

ii. Most people in 1974 regarded Watergate as a grave crises, but over time such intensity has faded. 

iii. Watergate now seems but another sordid example of routine political corruption, rather than a serious constitutional crisis. 

American Album: Images that Shocked 

Conclusion: The era of America's longest war was a time of high political passion and generational and racial conflict. Failures of both the Great Society and the war shaped the fault lines of politics for years to come, and created a pronounced cynicism and distrust of "big government." 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 30: America in Transition: Economics, Culture, and Social Change in the Late 20th Century 

1. Economics, Culture, and Social Change have impacted America greatly in the Late Twentieth Century. 

2. The population since 1980 has become increasingly older, urban, diverse, southern, and western. 

a) Declining birth rates and rising life expectancy combined to produce an aging population. 
b) Between 1970 and 1990 most American financial and industrial growth occurred in the south and west, the Sunbelt. 
c) The Sunbelt also proved attractive to large numbers of new immigrants from Latin America and Asia. 

i. Lyndon Johnson's 1965 Immigration Act laid the basis for an increased volume and diversity of immigrants. 

ii. Modern legislation has attempted to limit immigration to political refugees and curb illegal immigration. 

d) Continued flight of businesses and individuals to the suburbs has brought transformation and crisis in the nation's cities. 

3. Technological change has brought forth Economic Transformations 

a) The most noteworthy New Technologies are those in biotechno-logy, high-performance computing, and communications systems. 

b) Innovations in credit, electronic banking, franchising and globalization have impacted Business. c) Employment in traditional manufacturing areas declined while unions saw their membership and political power dissipate. 

4. Environmental Activism arose from concerns over air and water pollution, fears of nuclear radiation and toxic chemicals, and a general concern for "ecology." 

a) Legislation increased markedly in the 1970s, to include the establishment of an Environmental Protection Agency and the creation of the Superfund. 

b) Following a backlash against environmental activism in the Reagan years, the movement has increasingly focused on international ecological dangers. 

c) Little progress has been made in breaking American dependence on fossil fuels as our main Energy source. 

5. Innovations in electronic technologies diversified Media Culture. 

a) Video monitors are everywhere, from museums to sports bars to airline terminals. 

b) During the 1970s, The Television Industry shifted programming priorities in effort to attract younger viewers. 

c) During the 1980s independent stations began to compete. By the end of the decade, many had joined New Networks, such as Fox. 

d) New technologies, especially the VCR and Cable Access (CATV) further undermined the monopoly of the major networks. 

e) Music Television (MTV) has forged a new relationship between music and visual image -- the MTV Aesthetic. 

f) A New Mass Culture Debate arose, spearheaded by those who argued for scholarly contemplation of popular culture. 

g) Debates over mass culture often merged with controversies over Multicultural Education. 

6. While Social Activism did not disappear with the 1960s, it did fragment, and mass demonstrations lost appeal. 

a) The New Women's Movement began to move beyond the agenda set by middle-class feminists in the 1960s. 

i. Feminism grew into a highly diverse movement, with varied agendas ranging from economics, to health care, to the proliferation of "women's studies." 

ii. Sexual Harassment remains a highly-charged issue, evidenced by the Clarence Thomas and Tailhook cases. 

b) Debates over Sexuality remain divisive. 

i. Following the Stonewall riots of 1969, gay and lesbian activism increased markedly. 

ii. The controversy over AIDS has spurred further activism on the part of homosexuals. 

7. Multiculturalism became a major issue within American society. 

a) Debates within African-American culture raged between those who supported pride in racial identity (known as Afrocentrism) and others who sought more interaction with broader American culture. 

i. Controversies over gender issues underscored divisions within the African-American community. 

ii. Reactions to the OJ Simpson trial, meanwhile, indicated sharp polarization between black and white communities. 

b) Many Native American tribes have used the courts to secure increased rights, including those which facilitated the spread of gambling establishments on tribal lands. 

c) Spanish-Speakers ("Hispanics" or "Latinos") comprise a wide diversity of groups. Collectively they are America's fastest-growing minority. 

d) While some Asian-Americans have sought to increase ethnic consciousness, they too are deeply divided along ethnic and socio-economic lines. 

e) The debate over Affirmative Action is arguably the most contentious of dilemmas surrounding "ethnic identity." 

i. Many people who supported anti-discrimination efforts based on individual rights have come to oppose those based on ethnic-group interests. 

ii. A rise in intermarriage between racial groups poses a challenge to racial identity, and may, in time, change the entire basis of discussion about equality. 

8. Several different constituencies espousing militant conservatism comprise the New Right, an increasingly powerful force in American culture and politics. 

a) Neoconservatives worked to reinvigorate the nation's anti-communist foreign policy and celebrate capitalism. 

b) Fundamentalists and evangelicals form the core of the new Religious Right. 

c) The politics of the New Right are often phrased in terms of defending "family values." 

American Album: TV's Family Values 

Conclusion: During the last quarter century, the United States has experienced sweeping changes in demographics, economics, culture and society. Multiculturalists celebrate the diversity therein, while the New Right questions its potential divisiveness. 
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Lecture Outline
Chapter 31: Winds of Change: Politics and Foreign Policy from Ford to Clinton 

1. Disillusionment born of Vietnam and Watergate created a culture of distrust, which contemporary politics and foreign policy has done little to alleviate. 

2. Gerald Ford's presidency suffered from popular impressions that he was a weak, indecisive, "caretaker" president. 

a) Ford's pardon of Richard Nixon provoked extensive controversy and his economic policies did nothing to halt "stagflation." 

b) Ford also endured the misfortune of witnessing the finale of America's Southeast Asia policy, including the fall of Saigon. 

c) Jimmy Carter eked out a narrow victory over Ford in The Election of 1976. 

i. Ford was undermined by the struggling economy, and backlash from conservatives. 

ii. Carter championed his "outsider" appeal and his "born-again" Christianity to sway Watergate-disillusioned voters. 

3. The Carter Presidency proved in many ways a disappointment. 

a) Carter waffled on welfare issues, and the energy plan he proposed was quickly rejected by Congress. 

b) Carter had no greater success with the economy. Inflation and unemployment both continued to rise. 

4. Carter's Foreign Policy avoided an "inordinate fear of communism" while giving human rights concerns priority. 

a) Carter obtained ratification of treaties which granted Panama increasing jurisdiction over the Panama Canal. 

b) His negotiating skills also helped secure the Camp David Accords, which established a framework for peace between Egypt and Israel. 

c) Carter's criticism of anti-communist dictatorships formed the basis of his Human Rights Policy. 

i) In retrospect, the trend toward democratization in the late 1980s and 1990s seems partially triggered by Carter's policies. 

ii) At the time, inconsistent application of policy and the rise of anti-American revolutionary movements raised serious doubts among American voters. 

d) The Iranian Hostage Crisis in Iran and the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan eroded Carter's standing and made him appear weak. 

e) Ronald Reagan trounced Carter in The Election of 1980. 

i. Criticisms of Carter from within his own party underscored his vulnerability. 

ii. By contrast, Reagan exuded confidence, while attacking Carter for foreign policy and economic failures. 

5. Reagan's advisors set about crafting a bold, conservative agenda, sometimes dubbed "New Morning in America" 

a) Reagan's theory of "supply side" economics held that tax reductions would stimulate investment and thereby restore the economy to strength. 

i. Though the GNP climbed steadily from 1982 to 1986, growth was uneven. Benefits fell mostly to the rich. 

ii. Reagan failed to offset tax cuts with spending reduc-tions, and the deficit tripled to nearly three trillion dollars. 

b) Reagan stocked the cabinet and supreme court with persons who seemed committed to his conservative agenda. 

c) Reagan won a crushing victory over the traditional liberalism of Walter Mondale in the Election of 1984 
6. Reagan promised to reverse the post-Vietnam "passivity" of American Foreign Policy. 

a) Reagan supported dramatic increases in military spending, most visibly in the failed Strategic Defense Initiative. 

b) The Reagan administration displayed a willingness to unleash American military power. 

i. An ill-conceived mission to Lebanon ended in tragedy, but victory in Grenada restored Reagan's popularity. 

ii. In effort to topple the Sandanista government in Nicaragua, Reagan provided assistance to the opposing "contras" and neighboring states. 

c) Other foreign policy initiatives included the establishment of Radio Marti and the Caribbean Basin Initiative. 

d) The Iran-Contra Affair proved the biggest scandal of the Reagan administration. 

i. Oliver North directed a program which included selling arms to Iran (despite a worldwide embargo), and funneling the profits to the contras (in defiance of Congress) in the hopes of securing the release of hostages in Lebanon. 

ii. Though the scheme was fundamentally ill-conceived and glaringly illegal in several ways, all those involved escaped accountability. 

e) Mikhail Gorbachev, the new Soviet leader, hastened the end of the Cold War via his policies of glasnost and perestroika. 

f) Even many conservatives gradually became dissatisfied with the relative inaction of Reagan's domestic policy. 

i. Reagan's efforts to reduce the budget deficit and reform the welfare system produced little of consequence. 

ii. The collapse of hundreds of savings and loans proved a fiscal catastrophe. 

g) George Bush defeated Michael Dukakis in The Election of 1988. 

i. Bush ran on Reagan's popularity while assailing Dukakis as a liberal who was "soft on crime." 

ii. Conservatives worried that Bush's promise of a "kinder, gentler America" was veiled criticism of Reagan's policies. 

h) In 1990, Bush reneged on his campaign pledge of "no new taxes," arousing permanent conservative ire. 

7. Foreign Policy under Bush was dominated initially by the collapse of communism in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe. 

a) The End of the Cold War brought about a reshaping of national security policy. 

b) In Operation "Just Cause" American forces landed in Panama and captured that nation's drug-lord leader, Manual Noreiga. 

c) The Persian Gulf War proved George Bush's finest hour. 

i. Bush organized an international response to counter Saddam Hussein's invasion of Kuwait. 

ii. Following extensive air bombardment, Allied forces liberated Kuwait in remarkably short time. 

iii. The survival of Saddam's government, however, would eventually make the victory seem incomplete. 

d) Subsequent foreign-policy dilemmas, such as those in Yugoslavia and Somalia, proved more challenging. 

8. Flux and uncertainty have marked politics as the nation moves Toward the Twenty-first Century. 

a) Bill Clinton's "new Democrat" rhetoric brought him victory in The Election of 1992. 

i. George Bush was saddled by recurrent inability to voice coherent policy, his perceived-as-idiot Vice-President, and attacks from conservatives within his own party. 

ii. The election was enlivened by the peculiar third-party candidacy of Texas billionaire Ross Perot. 

b) Clinton has claimed a few victories in Domestic Policies, and has suffered some setbacks. 

i. The health-care fiasco, plus concerns over the Clintons' character, helped produce a dramatic Republican victory in the 1994 congressional elections. 

ii. A revived economy, and tactless Republican blunders, would restore some of Clinton's popularity. 

iii. Cooperation between the White House and Congress led to The Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconcili-ation Act of 1996, which overhauled the welfare system. 

c) Foreign Policy presented Clinton more challenges. 

i. He withdrew forces from Somalia, and sent peacekeeping missions to both Haiti and Bosnia. 

ii. Clinton also shaped new policies on nuclear weapons and oversaw a reorientation of the CIA. 

iii. A principal goal of Clinton's foreign policy was to lower trade barriers and expand global markets. 

American Album: Politics on the Web 

Conclusion: In the last quarter-century, Americans have witnessed the end of the Cold War, a resurgence of conservatism, and increased cynicism toward the national government. 
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